Cover 2010_Cover 27/06/2013 16:00 Page 1

ExcElsior

THE VOICE OF THE
TREORCHY MALE CHOIR
RECORD FOR THE
YEAR 2012

Edited by DEAN POWELL, Publicity Officer and Honorary Archivist
and Sub-Edited by SELWYN JONES, Secretary

TREORCHY MALE CHOIR
2012
———
Conductor Emeritus:
JOHN CYNAN JONES, M.Mus., B.A., A.T.C.L.
President:
BRIAN BATES, Esq.
Vice Presidents:
HAYDN ERASMUS BEM, NORMAN MARTIN, ISLWYN MORGAN
MUSIC STAFF
Conductor:
JANICE BALL, B.Mus., A.R.C.O.
Accompanist:
HELEN ROBERTS, B.Mus.
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Chairman:
DAVID BEBB
Secretary:
SELWYN JONES

Treasurer:
KEITH BEVAN

Vice-Chairman:
JOHN FLETCHER

Assistant Secretary:
RON EVANS

Publicity Officer & Hon. Archivist:
DEAN POWELL

Registrar:
TONY DAVIES

Librarian:
IVOR LOCK

Assistant Librarian:
PHILIP TUCKER

Honorary Members—Sir Tom Jones, Jon Schoffield, John Tucker, Brian Bates, Harold
Woody, John Reid, James Kelso, Edward Fraser, John Jenkins, Mel Absolam, Andrew
Kay, Lester McGrath, Nigel Chivers, Max Boyce, Andrew Badham, Roy Noble, Dr
Malcolm Williams, Dr Alwyn Humphreys, Dr Haydn James, Stuart Burrows, Richard
Dinnen, David Lang, Robert Harris, David Geoffrey Thomas, Philip Grey, David Green,
Paul Young
Honorary Lady Members—Janice Ball, Helen Roberts, Jeanette Lawrence, Jennifer
Jones, Iris Williams, Linde MacPherson, Fran Wheat, Val Dix, Judy Chivers, Marion
Williams, Helen May, Heather James, Ros Evans, Iris Williams, Kate Woolveridge,
Mair Roberts, Rhiannon Williams, Toni Rudov, Sue Gannon, Pia di Paolo, Iona Jones,
Jeanne Grey, Marcelle Berry

2

EXCELSIOR

First Tenor

Second Tenor

First Bass

Arthur Miles
Tony Vaughan

Andrew Costin
Paul Evans
Jeff Priday
Derek Thomas
ABOVE—Committee members of each section
Ceri Barnes
Keith Bevan
Cyril Bebb
Cyril Bevan
Evan Davies
David Bebb
John Bowen
David Gannon
Tom Belmont
Ernald Brooks
Joe Harris
Alan Bowen
Graham Cox
Gary Horgan
Norman Cox
Keith Hopkins
Derek Langley
Ray Daniels
Keith Husband
Norman Martin
Philip Edmunds
Paul Knight
Karl Moulden
Gerald Emanuel
Gareth Lawrence
Mark Milsom
Ron Evans
Alwyn Lewis
Keith Owens
John Fletcher
Dillwyn Llewellyn
David Powell
John Jones
Ivor Lock
Haydn Powell
Selwyn Jones
Gwyn Morgan
Ian Reynolds
Keith Newman
Islwyn Morgan
Ken Simcox
Daryl Stacey
Roger Morse
Glyn Thomas
Jonathan Stanton
Adrian Owen
Martin Wilkins
William Thomas
Dean Powell
Michael Wood
Ceri Warren
Ceri Rees
William Watkin
Stuart Smith
Roger Watkins
Lee Sprague
Brian Williams
Reg Stephens
Ivor Williams
Gareth Thomas
Vincent Young
John Weaver
Mark Williams

Second Bass
Alun Davies
David Birch
Tony Davies
David Evans
Gareth Evans
Robert Hopkins
David Hughes
George Jacob
Andrew Jones
Bryn Jones
Peter Jones
Alun Morris
Peter Morris
Lee Phillips
Jeff Powell
John Radford
Mike Russ
David Stanton
David Williams
Dennis Young

LIFE MEMBERS
Michael Gale, Ben Jackson, Islwyn Morgan, Norman Martin, Haydn Erasmus,
Sam Griffiths, John Mallin, John Cynan Jones, Dean Powell, Reg Stephens,
William Watkins, Peter Morris, Len Gale, David Powell, Frederick O’Brien, Peter
Jones, Bryn Jones, Bryn Howells, Roger Morse, Ken Simcox, Alun Davies, Cyril
Bevan

EXCELSIOR

3

FOREWORD

By Flight Sergeant M C Clements
Royal Air Force, Lyneham
(New Year’s Eve, 2012)
As revellers across the country gather in bars, clubs, streets and front rooms
to sing ‘Auld Lang Syne’ and see in the New Year, hoping that better times
await them, something different is about to happen in a tiny village in Wiltshire.
A small solemn event in our history is about to take place and will go unreported and unnoticed by the general populous. The Royal Air Force Ensign
is about to be lowered and the gates to this once proud and historic RAF
Station will be shut. Only a few people will mark the occasion and they are
some of the many proud members of HM Armed Forces and ex-servicemen
who have had the privilege to serve at RAF Lyneham, who have selflessly supported operations worldwide, cared for our wounded service personnel or
provided humanitarian aid to those in desperate need at a moment’s notice
For the few, there won’t be singing at the stroke of midnight, we’ll raise a glass
and toast the home of the fat Albert, the work horse of the RAF and shed a
tear for the fond memories, the esprit de corps and the lifelong comradeship
that is unique amongst the service community.
Comradeship is so important to all those who serve their country and is held
in high regard, because when you’re in a tight spot your life depends on it,
the support it provides is priceless.
For over 30 years now a bond has grown between the men and women of
RAF Lyneham and the Treorchy Male Voice Choir, who we have come to
fondly refer to as ‘the boys’. The selfless support they have given to RAF
Lyneham and service charities is held in such high regard. The icing on the
cake has been the many lifelong friendships that have been made between the
boys and the Mess members during the many memorable occasions on their
way back from Twickers. It was important for us that you were there to witness our recent “Farewell to Lyneham” because you have played such a part
in its history too. As the last Chairman of the Entertainments Committee for
the Warrant Officers and Sergeants Mess I’m humbled to call these proud
Welshmen our “Comrades in Arms”.
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EDITORIAL
by Dean Powell
Happy birthday to ‘Excelsior’ which this year reaches its 65th year – and fortunately there’s absolutely no sign of retirement! The development of the
publication, like the Treorchy Male Choir itself, since those early days has
gone from strength to strength. Both have become larger, have developed
their style and audience and are known throughout the world. The publication has certainly come a long way from being sold at 3d each to choristers
and admirers in an effort to raise funds for the fledgling organisation.
However one thing remains certain, the purpose of the magazine has never
wavered as it remains the voice of the Treorchy Male Choir, celebrating its
continued success by recording another succesful year in its history.
Through this year’s pages the reader will see for themselves that success continues to go hand in hand with the reputation of a Choir that strives for
musical perfection. As writers of the many articles in this edition will testify,
the sheer professionalism and high performance standards of the Choir
remains unequalled and with continued hard work and determination the
reputation of the Treorchy name will be enhanced even further. During 2012
choristers ventured into unchartered musical territory by giving debut performances in venues not only within the UK but also by making their
musical mark on Germany thanks to the generosity of the Royal Mint. It was
also a year in which several national television programmes were made in the
rehearsal room whilst preparations were underway to return to the recording studio for their latest commercial offering.
With such a wide and varied year of many accomplishments, filling the
pages of Excelsior is never a concern. However, deciding what not to use can
often become the greatest headache of all! Once again I’d like to express my
gratitude to all of this year’s contributors who bring such a variety of articles
and writing techniques that enrich the pages of Excelsior. Although only 400
copies of Excelsior are published each year, they are distributed to every chorister, Honorary Member, Honorary Lady Member, Appreciation Society
Member and a whole array of Choir supporters. Thanks to the rapid development of electronic media, Excelsior is also read online through the Choir’s
successful website, with links to Facebook and Twitter. The Choir has certainly embraced modern technology and social media firmly with both
hands and the tens of thousands of people who follow our story through so
many different outlets is testament to its success.
It goes without saying that the opportunity for a section of the Choir to per-
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form at the World Money Fair in Berlin at the invitation of the Royal Mint
received something of a luke-warm reception in the ranks as only a small
group of choristers were able to attend. These were chosen from Royal Mint
staff and all those choristers who turn out whatever the weather to support
the Choir’s “minstrel” group events at weddings, funerals, corporate and
fundraising events. The purpose of this “scouting” group was to build relationships in the hope that the entire Choir could benefit from future tours.
We are very grateful to the Royal Mint Chairman and chief executive for their
words in this edition.

Choristers with Connie Fisher at Llandaff

The glowing review of the concert at Cheltenham is the second article to
appear in Excelsior by Choir enthusiast Crad Evans. During the concert an
operatic chorus was dedicated to him, his wife and friends as Crad is related
to the late opera giant Sir Geraint Evans. Closer to home and we’re delighted
to include a fascinating article from our local Rhondda Cynon Taf Council
ward member, Sera Evans Fear who describes the many attributes of the
town of Treorchy – not least of which being its world famous choir of course!
Also our thanks to another local Rhondda resident, Janet Slade Jones, for her
kind words but more importantly her tireless efforts to raise funds for the
Help for Heroes Campaign of which we were proud to support again this
year.
As always we have a “sprinkling” of celebrity in Excelsior with articles from
BBC broadcaster Dewi Griffiths and items relating to our involvement with
Cerys Matthews of Catatonia fame and West End’s “Dorothy”, Sophie
Evans. As always we remain faithful to our roots by continually supporting
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charities around the country, hence the inclusion of articles from Bobath
Cymru and Acorns in Gloucestershire. From further a field we heard from
members of the Metropolitan Choir of Australia who visited the rehearsal
room during the year. We were also delighted to celebrate the 50th wedding
anniversary of Honorary Lady Member Fran Wheat and her husband George
by sending a DVD recording of the Choir. Fran and George remain dear
friends whom we met 21 years ago when they organised our first tour of
USA.
Every year the Choir, as with life in general, experiences periods of happiness and those of tears and 2012 was certainly no exception. In this edition
we celebrate the 65th anniversary of membership of both Islwyn Morgan
and Norman Martin – the true veteran stalwarts of Treorchy Male Choir while also welcoming a whole host of new, young choristers. Similarly it was
a year to celebrate the massive success of soloist Kate Woolveridge in attaining the title of “Inspirational Woman of the Year” and the Long Service
Award presentation to chorister Norman Cox. We also rejoiced in that magical moment in Pontypridd when soloist Stuart Smith dropped to one knee
and proposed to his beautiful partner Ruth (daughter of Joe Harris) who has
written about her unforgettable evening in this Excelsior.
Unfortunately it was also the year in which we bid farewell to Janice Ball following an association going back a decade and we wish her well in her
endeavours. On a more serious note 2012 saw the sudden and tragic loss of
chorister Phil Warren and former Conductor John Jenkins. To their families
and friends we send our deepest condolences. As recorded in Excelsior, the
Choir’s music also brought joy and inspiration to sad occasions in the lives
of many people. Both Rhys Clatworthy and Peter Webb have submitted articles explaining just how moving the Treorchy sound was when they lost
someone close to them.
The Choir had a plethora of first-class concerts this year and also some rather
unforgettable moments, including a performance at the final evening of RAF
Lyneham, the airbase which has enjoyed such close associations with the
Treorchy men over several decades. The opening words by our dear friend
‘Clem’ says it all. The visit by Myleen Klass and the late David Barby to the
rehearsal room to record “Antiques Roadtrip” was a hugely enjoyable experience. As 2012 was an Olympic year for Great Britain the Choir also had a
role to play by performing for Welsh Olympians and Paralympians. On the
day that my father, David, ran with the Olympic Torch in Caerphilly, we later
travelled to Knighton in mid Wales with my mother to hear the Choir’s
debut performance of “Nella Fantasia”. I commissioned this piece of music
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from the talented Jeff Howard and presented it to my parents as a gift to
remind them of the debt of gratitude I owe them for introducing me to the
Treorchy family. It really was a wonderful night.
Once again my gratitude to all those contributors to Excelsior and to those
of you who enjoy reading it. I hope the publication continues for many years
to come as it celebrates the ongoing success of our world-famous Choir.
Excelsior!

WONDERFUL TOWN, WONDERFUL CHOIR
by Sêra Evans-Fear
County Borough Councillor for Treorci Ward
As a local Councillor for Treorci, Cwmparc and Ynyswen, I am proud of the
area and its distinctive character. Treorci town centre has a wide variety of
shops from vintage boutiques to hardware stores, from high-quality butchers
to cafes, opticians, chemists and cobblers. The eclectic mix of shops in the
town offers shoppers a unique experience - you can buy almost anything in
the town, and have the pleasure of meeting many people and catching up
with local news as you do your shopping. I often joke that there's no such
thing as 'popping up to Treorci' - it takes me almost twice as long to walk the
High Street as it does to get my shopping done, as I meet so many local characters on my way and engage in fantastic conversations ranging from the
weather to wind farms!
One of the most imposing structures of the town is the famous Parc and Dare
Theatre, built from funds saved by local miners back in 1913. This fantastic
building celebrates its centenary this year, and many of the local residents are
looking forward to sharing their experiences of the building as part of the centenary celebrations.
The town is also fortunate to have a well-stocked, appealing library which
welcomes young people into its purpose-built E-Teens area, houses well-used
PCs which make technology accessible to all, and also hosts many local
events and welcomes many community groups. Indeed, the contribution of
the library to Treorci and the surrounding areas cannot be underestimated.
The businesses and thriving community in the town and its surrounding villages are supported by a strong Chamber of Trade, which organises innovative
events such as the annual Christmas Window Competition and support the
local Council and Town Centre Forum in bringing the very popular Christmas
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event to the town. Preparations are currently underway for the very first St.
David's Day event in the town. The Chamber of Trade is only one of many
community groups which contribute to the varied culture and community
atmosphere the town has to offer - the WI and Senior Citizens' Society are
both highly respected groups which play an important role in the community, not to mention the Ystradyfodwg Art Society and Rhondda Jazz Club.
Many members of the Rhondda Civic Society hail from Treorci, as do many
members of the Rhondda Boys' and Girls' Clubs Appeals Committee, and
both hold highly-successful social evenings which bring the community
together, such as Poems and Pints evenings and quizzes.
One of these all-important local organisations
based in the town is Treorchy Male Choir. The
world-renowned Choir makes an outstanding contribution to their local community and
undoubtedly put Rhondda’s talent on the map.
Their annual Treorchy Male Choir Young Musician
of the Year competition showcases the tremendous
amount of talented young people we have in the
Rhondda, and the competition plays an important
role in nurturing and developing this talent.
As someone who was born and bred just up the
road from Treorci in Cwmparc, I loved taking to
the stage in Eisteddfodau and competitions such
Sêra Evans-Fear
as this, and without those opportunities to perform
and develop my confidence, I’m convinced that I
wouldn’t have had the confidence to stand as a local Councillor, let alone
carry out the role. I’d personally like to thank Treorchy Male Choir for continuing to organise and sponsor such an important competition, and for
making such an important contribution to Treorci as a town and community.
Treorchy Male Choir is essential in preserving and nurturing the South Wales
Valleys' tradition of male voice choirs, which are such an important part of
our Welsh heritage. The Choir has a very diverse repertoire of modern and
traditional songs and they have also appeared alongside famous celebrities.
The varying backgrounds of the Choir's members is also to be celebrated - the
traditional miner stereotype has long since disappeared, and nowadays, the
Choir is made up of young and old men (and those in between), from all
walks of life.
The Choir has performed in prestigious locations all over the world, and in
doing so, has represented Treorci and the Rhondda, and has put this little

EXCELSIOR

9

corner of Wales, this quintessential Welsh Valleys town on the map. My
brother poignantly described seeing Treorci Male Choir perform at the Sydney
Opera House, and how they brought the hiraeth to his heart and tears to his
eyes.
Although performing in the Sydney Opera House is an amazing accolade of
which very few choirs can boast, for me, there is nothing better than seeing
the Choir perform on home soil in the Parc and Dare Theatre, Treorci. That
is what I call 'special.'
Feeling pride in their roots, strengthening their heritage and believing in what
they sing are all important elements of being in the Choir for its members.
This is one of the many reasons why their contribution to Treorci is so extraordinary and this ethos encapsulates what being part of the community of
Treorci is all about.

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
By Brian Bates
Once again 2012 has been another very successful and busy year for you all
and I congratulate everyone from the committee, choristers, soloists and the
musical staff for the hard work and endeavour put in throughout the year. In
particular congratulations and a special mention must go to our mezzo
soprano Kate Wooleridge for being named Inspirational Woman of the Year
for her work with Alzheimer sufferers and their carers.
It is always good when you give a concert in Cheltenham Town Hall. Thanks
to the arrangements made by Honorary Member David Green, the tenth time
he has done so, we had an excellent concert in November. The large audience
enjoyed the well balance programme you all gave, being very appreciative of
your efforts, as were our other Cheltenham Honorary Members, Judy and
Nigel Chivers, Marcel Berry and Val Dix. I was delighted that the massive
amount of hard work David put in was rewarded with a surplus of £4,000 to
divide equally between his chosen charities.
There have been many firsts for the Choir over the years but never a marriage
proposal! For this we must all recognise the courage of our new young tenor
soloist Stuart Smith who at the concert in St Catherine’s Church, Pontypridd
walked off the stage and into the packed audience to seek out Ruth Harris to
pop the question. She said yes!! I am pleased to report that no one called out
to Stuart, “Sit Down, You’re Rocking The Boat”! I do wish I had been there.
Once again the young school children of the Rhondda have shown their talents both at the Good Friday concert and the Junior Musician Final, both of
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which I was pleased to attend. At the Annual Concert the pupils of Treorchy
Comprehensive School gave a stunning performance. Conducting them was
our Honorary Lady Member Helen May who will be well remembered as our
guest mezzo soprano on so many occasions. I was so pleased to see that she
is following in the footsteps of her late father, a children’s conductor par
excellence.
Late in the year I know we would all have been shocked to hear that our conductor Jan Ball was to resign having started as our Accompanist in 2002 and
being made the first female conductor of the Choir in 2007. We must all
thank her for everything she did for Treorchy Male Choir and wish her all the
best in the future.
I can think of no better gift in life than to have a good singing voice and to
enjoy something that can give so much pleasure in what could become a lifetime’s hobby. For those blessed with a good singing voice the instrument is
free and with good practice and expert tuition a wonderful world can await
any young men prepared to join a world class choir like Treorchy. With the
opportunity to give much musical pleasure to others, performing wonderful
pieces of music and performing at some of the world’s finest concert halls –
a true gift.
A big cost in the pursuit of most hobbies is getting the very expensive items
to pursue your chosen subject and to try and be the best at it. Be it a top
quality musical instrument, a new top of the range driver or putter in the
hope of improving your golfing handicap. In my own other interest photography I recently saw a Canon 500mm lens to fit on to my Canon D50 for just
£9.999 I don’t think I shall be after one!! The list is endless of course dependant on the hobby; the bonus of a good voice is that the instrument is free
and always with you making singing so very inexpensive as a hobby.
I offer a warm welcome to all new choristers joining the ranks and trust that
they will enjoy the camaraderie and singing with TMC for many years to
come. For those having to leave this year through illness or for other reasons,
we thank you for your efforts while with us and wish you all good health.
Every year we seem to hear of the deaths of valued members and friends of
the Choir and 2102 has been no exception. I send my condolences to those
who have lost loved ones during the past twelve months.
As ever thanks to our audiences, friends and colleagues for their continuing
support I send my very best wishes to everyone at home and overseas. Long
may we continue to embrace and enjoy the magnificent music made by
Treorchy Male Choir!
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THEY SANG IT THEIR WAY
A review of the concert in Cheltenham
By Crad Evans
The Cheltenham Town Hall history sheet defines the Hall as “a venue for the
many balls and concerts which made up the town`s social calendar at the
turn of the 20th century”. Until 1900 these grand events took place in the
Old Assembly Rooms, but in 1903 construction of the new Town Hall was
completed. Its centrepiece is the main hall, distinguished by Corinthian style
columns and a magnificent coved ceiling. With balcony seating it holds up
to 1000 people. I`m not sure there were that many on the night, but the
number of empty seats was certainly very few. Positioned in alcoves on either
side of the stage are statues of King Edward V11 and King George V, both in
coronation robes.

With architecture (and acoustics to match), two very important gentlemen
looking on fixedly in the wings, and y ddraig goch (the Welsh flag) pinned to
the backdrop giving back-up to the singers, members of the Choir clearly had
no need of a meaningful motivational speech before their performance. With
the dragon itself daring us to not appreciate the varied programme, then how
could the evening`s music fail to touch the souls of us in the audience?
A hushed auditorium became an explosion of sound and harmony when the
Choir, opened with the joyful ‘With a Voice of Singing’, followed by sublime
renditions of the beloved Welsh hymn ‘Llef’ (Cry from the Heart) and ‘Y
Darlun’ (The Picture). The remainder of its first half programme then comprised songs and arias from shows and opera.
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The Choir can`t claim exclusive rights to audience satisfaction though,
because its massed output was equalled by the gifted and charismatic mezzo
soprano Kate Woolveridge, and we were further treated to opera highlights
including the Pearl Fishers duet sung by Dean Powell and Ray Daniels.
An unexpected pleasure for me, as someone who plays (at best) a bit of
piano, was the input from David Thomas, organist of Llandaff Cathedral. Not
only did he make masterful use of the Town Hall`s powerful pipe organ when
playing Vidor`s Toccata and Fugue, but also by adding its exquisite depth
and resonance to some of the choral singing.
Those Edwardian architects were also thoughtful enough to make provision
for relaxation away from the ball or concert! The many of us who just wanted
to relax and draw breath in the restaurant / bar were comfortably accommodated, and we were able to meet and chat with many of the Choir who clearly
needed and deserved re-hydration.
To say that the second part of the evening was “more of the same” paints a
very unfair and bland picture, and does no justice to the quality of the various performances. The Choir began with the Welsh hymn “Calon Lan”, (but
in rugby parlance, sold us all a dummy by using a tune not known to most
of us Welsh people.)
Before moving on to another of their medley of songs from the shows, we
were treated to a further stimulating performance by Kate Woolveridge.
Singing two very contrasting songs Kate had the happy and enviable skill of
matching her rendition of ‘Can’t Help Loving that Man’ (from Jerome Kern /
Oscar Hammerstein’s ‘Showboat’) with an equally sensitive ‘Dafydd y Garreg
Wen’ (an old Welsh folk song), and how could she have known that my
mother sang that to me when I was a boy?
The evening was brought to an all too soon conclusion by the Choir singing
a medley from ‘Les Miserables’, with tenor Dean Powell giving a very fine solo
performance of ‘Stars’. Their final song by way of en encore was ‘My Way’.
That’s not strictly true though, because without the grandeur of the Hall, the
leadership of Joy Aman Davies, the accompanying of Helen Roberts and
David Thomas, and the presentation skills of Dean Powell doubling up as
Master of Ceremonies, the evening would not have been the absolute success
that it proved.
All in all, a wonderful evening and best summed up by Tchaikovsky, clearly
prophetic when he said “truly it would be reason to go mad, were it not for
music”, and just maybe he had the Treorchy Male Choir in mind?
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CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS
by David Bebb
It was another busy year for the gentlemen and musical staff of the Treorchy
Male Choir.
The year started with something of a “bang” as our first official event was on
the hallowed turf of the Millenium Stadium under the leadership of Dr.
Haydn James, for the Wales v Scotland Six Nations match. This performance
was special not only because it got 2012 off to a flying start, but let’s face it,
singing in front of 75,000 can’t be a bad thing. Additionally, the match also
saw a first cap for local boy Lou Reed. The most special part of all, of course,
is winning, which we did in some style. Lou has already indicated that he
wants to join the Treorchy Male Choir and our doors will definitely be open
to him when he hangs up his boots.
The year saw the Choir arrange a number of its own concerts in local
churches and schools, inviting local pupils to perform alongside us. These
small and intimate venues also allow people local to the area the opportunity
of seeing us without having to travel long distances and certainly more events
of this type will follow. Throughout the year we returned to several venues
upon popular demand and repeated fine performances in Bristol, Brecon and
Bromsgrove to name just a few. It was very pleasing to note however that
there were a number of first visits to venues in 2012 including Weston Super
Mare, New Brighton, Llandudno, Welshpool and Harrogate. The name of
Treorchy is now well and truly stamped with the audiences at these new
venues, though praise has to be reserved for the many choristers and musical staff who made some lengthy journeys, often returning home at first dawn
the next day.
Other concerts during the year saw the Choir perform in front of HRH
Princess Anne, at the Wales v. England golf tournament, a return to the
Millenium Stadium for Shane Williams’ last international game against the
Barbarians, with Sophie Evans at Llandaff Cathedral and then again at the
FAW Presentation Night in City Hall, Cardiff and for the returning Welsh
Olympians and Paralympians at the SWALEC Stadium. July saw the TV cameras come to one of our rehearsals along with Mylene Klass and David Barby
to film “Antiques Roadtrip”. Both stated they were blown away by the sound,
energy and passion of the Choir – at one point reducing Mylene to tears (in
a good way) after our performance of “Tydi a Rodddaist.”
I pay special commendation to those choristers who achieved 100% attendances at these concerts throughout 2012 – Ernald Brooks, Michael Wood,
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John Jones, Ray Daniels, Keith Newman and Tony Davies. Additionally (and
there are too many of these to mention) the number of choristers who
achieved in excess of 90% attendance also deserve a special mention. It is
vital that the Treorchy Male Choir maintains the high musical standards it has
set for itself and this can sometimes be difficult as the sands of time, illness
and other personal circumstances can eventually force some to finally admit
that they simply can’t make every concert anymore. Nevertheless, their commitment to this Choir is marked and duly noted in these words. To put this
in context, the New Brighton concert involved a seven hour bus journey each
way! Some commitment it must be said.
Much has been made in the local press about my heritage within the Treorchy
Male Choir and I have to admit, that upon joining, I was not aware of the
extent of it. It is pleasing therefore that my father has now decided to join
and close the loop that links every generation of my family in the Choir, since
it was formed in 1883. Whilst it is nice to carry on the family tradition in this
way, this compares little to the absolute honour of representing the Choir as
its Chairman. To represent the Choir as a chorister is something I see as a
huge achievement, and to then act as its Chairman is something that
would’ve been beyond my wildest dreams.
Recruitment is always a key issue and so it is pleasing to see that several new
choristers joining throughout 2012 and indeed, there has been an influx during the first part of 2013. I thank the men on behalf of the Choir for making
this choice and I can guarantee that you will absolutely love the atmosphere
and feeling when you eventually perform in front of an audience. Until that
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time its lots of hard work and preparation – learning not only the words but
the notes, which is often more difficult. In terms of recruitment more still
needs to be done and I appeal to anyone reading this to consider taking the
’leap of faith’. You will not regret it. Once more, special mention to Ian
Reynolds for his efforts in trying to get new members to join. He works tirelessly and is always coming up with ideas in order to promote recruitment.
Some of these are bizarre it has to be said (sorry Ian), but what is clear is that
this is a man who has the Choir running through him and is constantly on
the lookout for men to bolster our numbers.
Still, the most important factor is keeping our audiences happy and I thank
David Green, Jeanne and Phil Grey, Bob Harris, staff at LATCH, Wooden
Spoon, TENOVUS and Ty Hafan for continuing our strong and very productive working relationships. Long may this continue into 2013 and beyond.
Our secretary Selwyn Jones and Dean Powell also arranged several concerts
for Choir funds and their contribution, going above and beyond that of many
demonstrates their commitment. Whilst the Choir ensures that audiences
remain happy with our singing and repertoire it has fallen to Dean to ensure
that they keep amused throughout the concert. It is his responsibility to keep
the audience entertained whilst we have a breather and he does this with an
irreverent mix of storytelling, jokes and banter. This he continues to do with
aplomb, though he has also been joined by Gareth Evans, who deputises for
Dean and who shows the same skill and enthusiasm.
Once again thanks to our soloists throughout the year and their rank has swelled in
number also. Stalwarts Ray and Dean were
joined in the duties throughout 2012 again
by Kate Woolveridge and Iona Jones.
Additionally, it was pleasing to see Kate win
the Inspirational Woman of the Year Award
on Lorraine Kelly’s ITV morning programme, for the work she has done helping
those suffering with Alzheimer’s Disease,
aiding in their treatment and through the
medium of song. It was a very proud
moment for the Treorchy Male Choir to see
Kate win this award. The regular Choir
soloists were joined by Graham Cox and
Stuart Smith through the year also. Stuart,
Helen celebrating her birthday
on stage.
not one to hide his light under a bushel,
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arguably was part of the Choir’s crowning moment in 2012, where following
a solo performance of “Sit Down You’re Rocking the Boat”, got down on
bended knee and proposed to his partner Ruth, daughter of long-term member Joe Harris. I don’t know what the reaction would’ve been if she had said
‘no’, but this was not to be the case. Congratulations to you both.
Our performances continued to grow with standing ovation after standing
ovation and this was in no small part to our Musical Director Janice Ball. So
you can imagine our dismay when Jan decided she would no longer be at the
helm in October. Jan has such a strong work ethic and would not be content until she was happy with each musical item. Her musical standards are
extremely high and she worked tirelessly with us to ensure that we met these
same standards. It is clear the impact Jan had on this Choir and her legacy
will live on. I formerly thank Jan here for all her efforts and wish her every
success in whatever her chosen venture will be from this point.

‘The Minstrels’ in the Cotswolds, 2012

Naturally though, this was a time for concern and no chorister wanted these
standards to slip. So it is at this point that I thank our accompanist Helen
Roberts, not only for her undoubted musical ability, but also for stepping in
and directing the Choir on occasion. Special thanks also go to the Musical
Directors who helped out at this stage and it doesn’t need me to mention
their immeasurable skills, expertise and quality. Also, it demonstrated the
camaraderie between male choirs as the Conductor Emeritus of the Morriston
Orpheus Choir Dr. Alwyn Humphreys and his wife (and current Musical
Director of the same choir) Joy Amman Davies, both took considerable time
and effort out of their personal lives and helped the Treorchy Male Choir dur-
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ing their time of need. The same was true of Rhiannon Williams-Hale,
Musical Director of the Bridgend Male Choir and Dr. Haydn James, formerly
of the London Welsh Choir. All these people made time for us during their
busy schedules and the Choir, as a unit, continued to flourish. Stability was
essential though and the recent recruitment of David Hutchings as Assistant
Musical Director, under the tutelage of Dr. Alwyn Humprheys as Principal
Guest Musical Director and John Cynan Jones our Conductor Emeritus, will
ensure that the Treorchy Male Choir will continue to improve and expand its
repertoire.
It was also pleasing to see the success of Only Boys Aloud on a national level,
with their TV coverage on Britains Got Talent. A large number of these boys
are from the Rhondda Valley and a few from Treorchy itself. The Junior
Musician Competition still inspires with the sheer quality of the children who
take part, culminating in an always excellent final held in Treorchy
Comprehensive School. It is hoped that this competition can act as a springboard for our young talent and hopefully some have continued to participate
within acts like Only Boys Aloud and other notable ventures. Well done lads
and when the time to leave arrives, the Treorchy Male Choir will be keen to
see you at our rehearsals!
It is unusual for a committee of any organisation to get praise, but certainly
it was warranted due to the work it undertook throughout the past year. A
number of challenges have arisen but these have been dealt with swiftly and
fairly utilising the skills of the committee as a whole. We are at a stage where
different people are responsible for different committee tasks, providing a
more rounded approach to the essential work that any committee has to sort
out.
So, my rambling recollection of the past year draws to an end. At time of writing 2013 looks very exciting also, with a weekend series of concerts in
Scotland occurring in August with the Wooden Spoon Charity and a performance for Prince Albert of Monaco happening at a star studded-event at the
Hotel De Paris, Monaco in March. No pressure there then lads!
Finally though, a big thanks to the members of the Treorchy Male Choir who
continue to contribute so much to what is an amateur organisation and to
the audiences, who continue to watch and listen to us. Your appreciation has
certainly been noted and we are sure to return whenever the next opportunity arises.
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IN MEMORIAM

JOHN JENKINS
1943 – 2012
Loving husband of Wendy and beloved father of Karin and Mark
Father-in-law of Tom and Ciara
Cherished Grandfather of Hannah, Sara, Isabelle and Osian
CONDUCTOR, TREORCHY MALE CHOIR 1991-1997
HONORARY MEMBER
“Mi glywaf dynner lais yn galw arnaf I”
John Jenkins became the third conductor of the present-day Treorchy Male
Choir in July 1991 when the Choir was facing one of its most difficult periods. The untimely resignation of John Cynan Jones, followed by the death of
founder conductor John Haydn Davies, saw the Choir faced with its first tour
of the USA without a musical director. It was John Jenkins – the third John
to take up the baton at Treorchy – who learned the repertoire in just six weeks
to lead us on our debut performance in America. On that occasion it was
through the Mid Western States of Minnesota, Iowa and Nebraska, followed
by a visit to Washington D.C. where choristers visited the White House.
Although he was the third “John” to conduct the post-war Treorchy, he had
few similarities to his predecessors. John was born in Neath, not the
Rhondda, and his background lay in orchestral and band conducting, not
choral work. At first this was problematic for him, but soon enough his
boundless energy, zeal and endless enthusiasm, coupled with his friendly disposition, wonderful humour and genuine gentlemanly behaviour towards
each and every chorister, endeared him to all.
John read music at the University College of Cardiff and London University.
He gained performance and teaching diplomas on the trumpet, studying at
the Welsh College of Music and Drama and the Royal College of Music. He
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enjoyed a successful teaching career, becoming appointed Adviser in Music
to West Glamorgan and lecturer of music at Swansea University. He published his first book, “Toward the Unknown Region” about his father-in-law
Russell Shephard and his poetry has been included in several anthologies.
As a conductor, John has worked with the Bristol Sinfonia, the Phillip Johns
Brass Ensemble, members of the BBC National Orchestra of Wales and the
Stuttgart Chamber Orchestra. He founded both the Swansea Sinfonia and the
Neath Symphony Orchestra and has conducted all over the country as well
as Germany, Denmark, Austria, Australia and the USA. He appeared with
many famous artists including Campoli, Sir Geraint Evans, Nigel Kennedy
and Julian Lloyd Webber.
At Treorchy, John’s passion for music was unfathomable. He led the Choir on
two further tours of America, firstly to Atlanta, Georgia where they became
the first white Choir to sing on an all-black American Gospel TV programme.
A year later and he led them on tour to California and Colorado, with sell out
concerts in San Francisco and Denver.
Artistically, John continued to challenge the Choir’s reputation for embracing
different types of music. To this end he ensured they gave a faultless performance of Sibelius’ Kullervo Symphony with the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra at the Welsh Proms. Treorchy was the first British Choir to sing this
complex, 40-minute long piece, in its native language of Finnish. He also
taught the Choir the ‘Choral Fantasia’ by Beethoven which again they performed at St David’s Hall to a packed crowd.
In total contrast John has the foresight to take the Choir into rock music by
arranging the 14-track album “Treorchy Sing Queen” with EMI. This pioneering album, recorded at the Beatles Studio in Abbey Road, caused widespread
media attention on tv, radio and throughout the press and stands as a testimony to his contribution to the Choir.
Other highlights with John included recording the sound track of an animated film version of ‘Under Milk Wood’ in the studio where Dylan Thomas
broadcast his work. TV programmes included ‘Songs of Praise’, ‘Noel
Edmonds House Party’ and celebrity concerts for Dame Vera Lynn. On his
resignation, due to ill health, in the early part of 1997, John was presented
with Honorary Membership of the Choir. His choral career continued to blossom, becoming conductor of the Bridgend Male Choir whom he led to
victory at the eisteddfod in Newport and Swansea.
We salute his memory and mourn his passing
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OVER THE MUSICAL RAINBOW
By SOPHIE EVANS
West End Star, Singer & Actress
When I was a little girl I heard the Treorchy Male Voice Choir singing at the
Parc and Dare Theatre for the first time. This is where I first performed and
I’ve regularly visited the theatre many times over the years to rehearse and
practice.
I have been very fortunate in my short
career so far to perform at many fantastic theatres, concert halls and
tadiums but when I came home and
sang with the Treorchy Male Voice
Choir at a recent event it was amazing!
A real feeling of ‘coming home’ and
knowing that being Welsh is special. I
will never forget how that felt and how important they are to my community
in the Rhondda no matter how far my journey will take me.

WUNDERBAHR!
TOUR OF BERLIN, GERMANY
February 2nd – 5th 2012
Wilkommen! Over the years many of the Treorchy Male Choir members
have been employed by the Royal Mint, based at neighbouring Llantrisant
since 1968 following more than a thousand years of coin making at the
Tower of London. In 2011 a small group of choristers, who generally attend
weddings, funerals and minor events as a representation of the Treorchy
Male Choir, were invited to visit the Mint’s first Open Day for families and
friends of employees. At that particular event a Guinness World Record
took place for the largest coin toss and the choristers, known as “The
Minstrels” provided the afternoon entertainment for the many thousands of
visitors. Officials from the Mint were so impressed with the Choir’s contribution to the success of the day that they promised to employ their services
again in the future.
In the latter months of 2011 the Choir’s Publicity Officer & Honorary
Archivist Dean Powell who organises events for “The Minstrels” was
approached by Royal Mint Events Organiser Rochelle Evans with the pro-
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Royal Mint employees at the Brandenburg Gate

posal of transporting a section of the Choir to Berlin, Germany for a performance at the prestigious 41st Annual World Money Fair. Each year, about
15,000 visitors indulge in the special atmosphere of this renowned numismatic show. Here, everyone finds what they are looking for: professional
exchange with mints, national banks, technical suppliers or coin dealers.
An unrivalled assortment from classical through modern numismatics,
including medals, tokens, historic bank notes, and stocks and bonds are all
on show.
Unfortunately the Royal Mint was not in a position to transport the entire
Choir to this event. However, it was felt that a small contingency could
undertake the weekend visit to the German capital in the hope of making
such an outstanding impression that future events and possible tours could
be forthcoming for the entire Choir. It was with this in mind that it was
agreed to invite all regular members of “The Minstrels” along with any current Royal Mint employees who are also members of the Choir. It was on
this basis that thirty choristers were invited to undertake the all-expenses
paid trip, along with both the Conductor Janice Ball and Accompanist
Helen Roberts of the Choir. With many months of planning taking place
between the Royal Mint and Dean the unforgettable weekend visit was
finally upon them!
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Thursday February 2nd
Following the twice-weekly rehearsal at Treorchy Primary School, many
choristers ventured home to pack their last minute belongings and head to
Treherbert RFC Clubhouse on Wyndham Street for pre-tour refreshments.
The greater majority of the travellers gathered there laden with luggage,
cameras and passport in hand. Several drinks were consumed as the excited
choristers prepared to embark on the Choir’s first ever visit to Germany.
Daryl Stacey also resumed his position as Captain of the “Clec” Committee
to make note of those who made the biggest ‘gaffs’ on tour! All uncertain
as to what to expect, and how a thirty-chorister group would sound to the
international audience that awaited them, the choristers were eager and
slightly apprehensive about what lie ahead.
Friday February 3rd
Shortly after midnight choristers boarded the Edwards Coach outside
Treherbert RFC and headed down the frosty Rhondda Fawr to pick up the
remaining members of the tour. On reaching the Royal Mint, Conductor
Janice Ball and Accompanist Helen Roberts, greeted them and boarded the
coach headed for Luton Airport. A lengthy journey was before them as they
travelled through the night, making a short stop at Reading Service Station
before reaching Luton. The party of thirty-two, led by Dean, deposited their
luggage at the Easyjet desk and enjoyed an hour’s relaxation in the airport’s
departure lounge before boarding the Easyjet Airbus A319 bound for
Berlin’s Schoenefeld International Airport a total of 591 miles away. A
1hour 30minute flight ensued before the group landed for the first time on
German soil. A VIP International Coach awaited their arrival and the party
of singers began their journey through the snow-covered landscape into the
city of Berlin.
Surrounded by lakes, rivers and forests, Berlin is largely a modern-looking
city as the greater majority of the buildings were destroyed by Allied forces
during World War II. With few remnants of pre-1939 structures to be seen,
the city has a contemporary look about it, although the impact of the Berlin
Wall creating the east / west divide is still clear for all to see. While
Communist influences are visible with the largely grey concrete structures
on the east, the west has a modern appeal as exemplified by the 365-metre
tall Fernsehturm television tower, built by the German Democratic
Republic which soars above the city. This was the first sight of Berlin witnessed by the Treorchy party as they entered the city. It was on the
approach to the hotel that they were reminded of the consequences of
World War II and the Cold War with the largest section of Berlin Wall that
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still exists, now an outdoor art gallery.
At 11.30am (German time) the group arrived at the Hotel Ibis Berlin Mitte
on Prezlauer Allee and were soon booked into their twin rooms. Many of
the choristers took the opportunity relax in the hotel, sleep for a few hours,
or possibly venture out into the cold, icy and snow-filled conditions of that
section of the city for food and refreshments. At 4.30pm the group reunited
in the hotel restaurant for an hour-long rehearsal with Jan and Helen,
armed with the mini electric keyboard! Following rehearsals it was time to
board the VIP International Coach with a new member of the group, a
Beefeater – or Yeoman Warder as they are properly known - from the Tower
of London who was also participating in the evening’s festivities.

Performing at the Estrel Centre.

A short journey led the group further into the former East Berlin as heavy
snow continued to fall all around and the sub-zero temperatures reached a
staggering -12 degrees. Eventually they reached Kosmos Conference
Centre, once the largest cinema in Germany which could seat 1,001 people for any one showing! Now a state-of-the-art conference facility with a
large main hall, the choristers were welcomed by Jamie Newton of the
Royal Mint who showed the choristers to their rather chilly dressing rooms.
The group then entered the magnificent main hall, converted into a dining
facility for the evening. The elegantly decorated ballroom-effect, complete
with tables and chairs for three-hundred guests, also included a low stage
with a white upright piano and music stand. Choristers took their places
for a short rehearsal and were officially welcomed to Berlin by Jamie and the

The touring Choir at the Brandenburg Gate.
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team. As the guests of honour of the evening, the Choir was planned to
appear as a total surprise for the international audience and therefore were
hidden back stage for several hours where they enjoyed refreshments, dinner and plenty of typical fun and banter between them. It was there that
they were also greeted by Adam Lawrence, the Chief Executive of the Royal
Mint and Mike Davies, Chairman of the Royal Mint who thanked them for
agreeing to undertake the visit to Germany as ambassadors of song.

Performing at the Gala Dinner

At 9.40pm prompt the Choir lined up and marched onto the stage to rapturous applause. What faced them was 293 dinner guests representing
more than 20 countries, all VIPs of the Royal Mint who were this year’s
Guests of Honour of the World Money Fair Berlin Gala Dinner. The audience largely consisted of Ambassadors for individual countries, Chief
Executives of various Mints from around the world along with leading
financiers and influential business people. Such a multi-cultural audience,
many of whom had probably never heard a Welsh Choir before, were clearly
in for an evening to remember. They had already enjoyed a “taste” of Great
Britain with the performance of a Scottish bagpipe player and the majestic
appearance of the Beefeater himself. What they weren’t prepared for was
the outstanding performance of members of the Treorchy Male Choir.
Dean Powell performed his duties as Compere to the international crowd
before him. The thirty choristers gave of their very best, performing to the
highest possible standard worthy of the name Treorchy. Conducted by
Janice Ball and Accompanied by Helen Roberts, the evening was set! What
few realised was the surprise in store! As Dean opened the evening with a
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mixture of Welsh and English introductions, he then invited “Herr” Daryl
Stacey to walk forward and address the audience in German! Daryl served
in Germany in the Royal Air Force and was last in Berlin fifty years ago that
month. He certainly received a very warm applause from the impressed
audience and Choir alike!
For the first section of the concert the Choir performed:
• Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau
• Calon Lan (The Rose)
• Llef
• Adiemus
• Delilah
The President of the World Money Fair Hans-Henning Gohrum then came
on stage to thank the members for their contribution that received such
tremendous applause from a clearly enthralled audience. A short interval
followed where choristers changed into their black shirts and suits. During
the intervening period they were congratulated in the strongest of terms by
Andrew Noble, Minister and Deputy Head of Mission and Consul General
at the British Embassy in Berlin was ecstatic by the performance and hoped
the Choir would one day join him as his guests of honour at the British
Embassy.
Shortly the second half of the concert began and included:
• You Raise Me Up
• What Would I Do Without My Music
• Let It Be Me
• This is The Moment
• Muss I Denn
• My Way
• Nessun Dorma
At this point the Choir received a tumultuous applause and standing ovation from the international audience who were absolutely thrilled by the
standard of musicality from the small group of singers. Impressed by the
reaction from the audience, the Choir continued with two more items:
• Senzenina (soloist Dean Powell)
• Men of Harlech
Again thunderous applause followed their performance and the President
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Performing at the Kosmos Centre

of the World Money Fair again came on stage to congratulate the singers.
He also introduced the Chief Executive of the French Mint who will be
Guests of Honour for the 2013 Fair. As a special request, the Choir then
sang “Divine Brahma” from Bizet’s “Pearlfishers” before leaving the stage
with the sound of applause ringing in the ears.
Back stage the choristers were surrounded by the leading staff of the Royal
Mint, including Events Organiser Rochelle Evans who was instrumental in
making the entire event possible. The choristers found themselves showered with compliments at their contribution to the evening had been truly
outstanding and resulted in the first standing ovation witnessed at this celebrated occasion. Dean was also invited back into the dining hall to be
introduced to the Managing Director of the World Money Fair Barbara Balz
and Director of the German Mint Dr Peter Huber who both expressed their
admiration for the performance of the Choir and their gratitude to every
member for making their evening so unforgettable.
It was with great pride and deep satisfaction that the choristers returned to
the coach following the performance and returned to the Hotel Ibis. They
had certainly made a great impression on each and every guest, many from
USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Europe, Japan, China and South
America. On arriving at the Hotel the celebrations continued until the early
hours with free drinks all around. Chorister Nick Jenkins gave an extended
speech to the group to thank Dean for his excellent skills as organiser and
presented him with a bottle of champagne. The evening proved another
success and a memorable time was had by all.
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On stage at the Kosmos Centre

Saturday February 4th
Choristers gradually appeared at the hotel restaurant for breakfast, all
slightly bleary-eyed from what had been a very long, yet hugely successful
day. Heavy snow and ice continued to cover the landscape around them as
they boarded the coach at 11am for another short journey to the Estrel
Convention Centre, the base of the World Money Fair Berlin. What greeted
them was astonishing. Literally thousands of visitors – some say as many as
15,000 - packed the centre as stalls from almost every country in the world
were in place displaying their various coins and medals. Covering 7,000

Performing at the Estrel Centre
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square feet, the exhibition of coins is the largest of its kind and is the home
for internationally active mints and the world-wide coin trade.
The group of singers were led through a maze of stalls, rooms and hallways
before reaching the Royal Mint section which was manned by staff from the
Llantrisant plant. With an impressive display of British coins and medals on
show, the staff welcomed the Treorchy men to their stall, complimenting
them once more on the performance of the previous evening. With a growing audience of spectators the choristers sang five songs, concluding with
“Nessun Dorma” to yet another enthusiastic crowd who surrounded the
choristers. Official photographs were taken by journalists and organisers
before the choristers were shown through to the convention centre’s main
foyer which was dominated by a large staircase. It was here that the Choir
performed their second selection of songs again to an enthusiastic crowd of
visitors.

Choristors visited Checkpoint Charlie

The choristers were rewarded with a glass of beer before returning to the
coach and travelling back into the centre of Berlin where they made a short
stop at the impressive Brandenburg Gate. An official tour photograph was
taken in front of the most well-known landmark of Germany. A short distance from the surviving Reichstag building, the gates lead to the renowned
boulevard of linden trees towards the former palace of the Prussian monarchs. The setting provided a perfect opportunity for choristers to take
various photographs before once again boarding the coach and returning to
Hotel Ibis Berlin by 2.45pm.
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With the remainder of the day free for the choristers, many returned to the
centre of the city with a visit to Checkpoint Charlie, the name given by the
Western Allies to the best-known Berlin Wall crossing point between East
and West. However, it was shortly becoming apparent that the sub-zero
temperatures would prove too much for the choristers as thermometers
showed a frightening -19 as evening approached. Chorister Norman Cox
had already contacted the landlord of a local Irish Pub which was at 112
Friedrichstrausse who eagerly awaited the arrival of the choristers. By 5pm
the entire group arrived at the “Oscar Wilde” and settled nicely into their
surroundings by having lunch, watching the England vs Scotland rugby
game and partaking of the free drinks organised by Dean. A party atmosphere ensued as choristers celebrated what was a memorable and very
enjoyable visit to Berlin. Before long the typical repertoire of songs were
tackled with aplomb, much to the overwhelming joy of the packed pub of
various nationalities! As the drinks flowed and the songs erupted, the afternoon was another unforgettable occasion for all who were present. Probably
the most hilarious moment was the impromptu performance of Islwyn
Morgan, now aged 85 and a chorister for 65 years, who walked onto the
stage, interrupting the Irish Band, took a microphone and sang “Unwaith
Eto’n Nghymru Annwyl”! Superb! Following many hours at the pub a convoy of taxis took the inebriated party of singers back to the Hotel Ibis where
the celebrations continued in the bar.
Sunday February 5th
Once again a group of very bleary-eyed choristers gathered in the Breakfast
Room of the Hotel for their final morning in Berlin. With the rooms emptied and luggage placed on the coach, the choristers were treated to a
two-hour tour of Berlin courtesy of the World Money Fair organisers. With
driver Christoff and tour guide Manfred, the Choir enjoyed a fascinating
visit through the city where they learnt more of the impact of World War II,
the Berlin Wall and Cold War followed by the reunification of Berlin. Some
of the places visited included the various universities, museums, embassies
and Berlin Zoo. They also saw Carinhall, the base of Hermann Goering
which survived the Allied bombing and also sections of the Berlin Wall and
exhibition centre to the Third Reich. Another short visit was paid to
Checkpoint Charlie before the journey continued.
On arrival at Schoenefeld Airport at 2.15pm the choristers again checked in
their luggage, went through passport and security control to departure
where many of them gathered in an Irish Pub. It was there that they learned
two pieces of news, good and bad. On the negative side the plane was
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On Tour in Berlin

delayed due to the adverse weather conditions in the UK by two hours. On
the positive side, they were able to enjoy plenty of drinks and entertain the
other delayed passengers as news filtered through of Wales’s outstanding
international rugby triumph over Ireland.
At 5.55pm the choristers boarded the Easyjet Airbus A319 which took off
at 6.20pm. Another 1hour 30minute flight followed before they reached
Luton Airport where the Captain of the plane received a tumultuous
applause as he announced that Wales had indeed beat Ireland! Choristers
collected their luggage and were surprised by the wintry scene of drifting
snow and ice all around them. On reaching the Edwards Coach they began
their journey back to Wales, stopping at Membury Services and reaching
the Royal Mint by 11pm.
This had been a very successful weekend visit to Berlin as the choristers fulfilled engagements to such a standard that totally exceeded the
expectations of the Royal Mint. They made an incredible impression on the
leading UK coin manufacturers and hopefully this would lead to further
engagements for the Treorchy Male Choir as a whole. For many of the travellers it was their first taste of a weekend away with their fellow choristers,
again strengthening the bonds of friendship between them. Over all it
showcased the immense talent and musicality of the Treorchy Male Choir
as the ambassadors gave performances worthy of their reputation and fame.
Wunderbahr!
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BERLIN REMEMBERED

By Mike Davies
Chairman
The Royal Mint
On behalf of the Board of the Royal Mint, I would like to both thank and congratulate the Choir. The thanks are for making a real contribution to what was a
high quality representation of the Royal Mint at the World Money Fair in Berlin.
The congratulations are for further enhancing the international reputation of
the Choir during what, I understand was your first visit to Berlin. I am certain that you gained a new set of admirers! Finally, on a personal note, may I
say how much I enjoyed the performances. With both of my parents originating in the Valleys, Welsh choirs have a very special place in my affection.

ROYAL MINT PRAISES CHOIR

By Adam Lawrence
Chief Executive Officer and Deputy Master of The Royal Mint
Whilst the World Money Fair is the platform for showcasing the best coins
the industry has to offer from Mint’s across the globe, the real talking point
of the four-day event was the choir.
After their performance at the Gala Dinner - there wasn’t a dry eye in the
house – the standing ovation they received said it all.
I’m proud to have
people with such
raw talent working
for The Royal Mint
and our social
club now know
where to turn if we
ever stage an internal talent contest!
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CHOIR’S FINALÉ TO A 102 YEAR OLD
By Rhys Clatworthy
Funerals are never happy times for any family, but thanks to the sounds of
the Treorchy Male Choir played at the funeral of 102 year old Reginald known
as Harold Clatworthy who died on the Isle of Wight on the 12th June 2012.
His funeral was turned into a celebration of his long life, rather than mourning his death.
Harold was born in Cardiff on the 23rd March 1910 and lived in Treherbert
where he attended the local school until he left at the age of 13. Being a son
of a miner, he naturally went to work for a short time underground but always
having a great love for horses managed to get a job as a groom in a racing stable. During the 1936 recession he became unemployed and with a group of
friends, left the Rhondda by foot in search for work, finally finding it in
Hailsham East Sussex building roads, a journey of about 250 miles.
He met his wife Winifred at a football
match between `Hailsham v The
Welsh Boys’. They married at the end
of 1939, and soon after he was
enlisted by conscription to go to war,
serving with the Royal Engineers. He
was one of those rescued from the
beaches of Dunkirk in 1940. On
being demobbed at the end of war, he
went to work for Southern Railways as
Choir music played a major
role in the service.
a Drayman delivering to local businesses in and around Hailsham.
When the railway became British Railways horses were made redundant and
he was transferred to various parts within the rail system until the closure of
Hailsham station in 1963. He then managed to stay with British Rail as a driver of delivery lorries and this is where he remained until 1975 when he
retired.
He never lost his love for Wales and was always proud of being Welsh. He
would talk continuously of his life in the Valley and would often make reference to the Treorchy Male Choir. So it was fitting therefore that at his funeral
he was brought into the Crematorium to `A Valley Called the Rhondda` and
the service ended with `Bring him Home`.
The tranquil sounds of the Treorchy Male Choir made this a perfect finalé to
a 102 year life.
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LONG SERVICE MEMBER
Congratulations were in store for Treorchy Male Choir member Norman Cox
on receiving his Long Service Membership Award at the 2012 Annual
General Meeting
The presentation was
made by Chairman
David Bebb in celebration of Norman’s 21
years of faithful service
to the Choir. The 54year-old from Treorchy,
who is the Choir’s
Social Secretary, actually
joined as far back as
1976 when he followed
in the footsteps of his
elder brother Stephen.
Work
commitments
Norman Cox receiving his Long Service Membership
meant Norman was
from the Chairman.
forced to leave for an
extended period before securing employment as Project Manager for the
Textiles Technologies Department at Coleg Sir Gar in Carmarthen.
Norman, who has two sons named Rhys and Marc, has been a faithful member of the First Bass Section. During his broken periods of service he toured
Canada, USA and Australia where he sang at the Sydney Opera House
in1986. He has also shared the stage with the likes of Tom Jones, Harry
Secombe and Leo Sayer during his long-period as a chorister.
Norman suffered a near-fatal motorcycle accident in freezing weather in
1983. the damage to his legs was extensive and for four months he was
treated in hospital. Norman was interviewed by Sir Harry Secombe regarding
this for the special edition of Highway that focused entirely on the choir.
Today he maintains that his rehabilitation was due to the Choir and the continued support of his fellow choristers who took him to rehearsals and carried
him on stage over his nine-months while wheelchair-bound.
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CHOIR ROMANCE BLOSSOMS ON STAGE
By Ruth Harris
Last November, while sitting in the pews of St Catherine’s Church,
Pontypridd I was blissfully unaware of the momentous occasion that awaited
me. The Treorchy Male Choir had already provided the adoring packed audience with rousing renditions of such classics as “Calon Lan” (to the tune of
‘The Rose’…..of course) and “Llef”, when my partner Stuart Smith made his
uneasy walk from the Top Tenor Section, along the first row of pews to perform his solo.
Nervously I sat alongside my mother Cora and Stuart’s mother Elaine and
watched as he “sat down and rocked the boat”. On completion of the song I
began to relax and join in the applause. It was during this applause however
that I first noticed that something was afoot!
Instead of rejoining his fellow choristers among the ranks, Stuart for some
strange reason had decided to milk the moment for all it was worth (not
totally un-Stuart like on reflection!). At the conclusion of the applause, while
Stuart was still fixed to the spot, I noticed the second strange occurrence of
the evening - Stuart was leaving the stage and heading in my direction. I nervously glanced at our respective mothers who were grinning uncontrollably
in my direction. They knew something I did not!
By the time these thoughts had flashed through my mind, Stuart was before
me, on one knee, with a small box in one hand and asked me to be his wife.
The next two minutes are a bit of a blur but I do remember crying a lot, saying ‘yes’ and being dragged to the stage for a personal rendition of ‘Let it Be
Me’ from the entire Choir.
To say this was a perfect proposal is an understatement. Coupled with the fact
that my father, Joe (a 2nd Tenor and without doubt the greatest chorister in
the world, in my humble opinion! – sorry Stuart) was on stage made it all the
more perfect. Of course Stuart’s family has strong ties with the Choir as his
grandfather Ken Richards was a member of the Choir over 50 years ago. This
helped made it the most perfect way for us to become engaged.
I will be eternally grateful to the members of the Choir, to Helen and Joy for
making the night as perfect as it was which saw several choristers with tears
in their eyes – I will name no names but you know who you are! We are now
both looking forward to the big day on August 2nd and I hope you return
Stuart safely from Scotland so we can go on honeymoon!
Again, many thanks from a happy fiancé, to the greatest choir in the world!
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Ruth Harris said “yes” to choristor Stuart Smith. Her dad, Joe Harris, looks on with pride.
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FAREWELL TO LYNEHAM
For more than thirty years the Choir has enjoyed a close association with the
Warrington Officer and Sergeant’s Mess at RAF Lyneham in Wiltshire. During
that time choristers have enjoyed the facilities on offer at the Mess on very
many occasions, from Mother’s Day Lunches and Charity Concerts.
However, the most memorable visits have been those that took place on the
Sunday following a Wales vs England Rugby International at Twickenham. On
those long and enjoyable afternoons, choristers performed regularly to a
packed Mess, filled with officers, wives, friends and family. Each and every
one of those visits provided another memorable occasion to be cherished.
It was with deep regret that choristers, who regarded Lyneham as a “second
home” and favourite “watering hole” learned of the decision by the Ministry
of Defence to de-commission RAF Lyneham after more than seventy years of
service. With this in mind the Entertainments Manager, and dear “Treorchy”
friend, Flight Sergeant Mike “Clem” Clement decided to arrange a final
Summer Ball at the base. This “Farewell to Lyneham” was a major event and
one that wouldn’t be complete without an appearance by members of the
Choir. They’re performance at Lyneham was a huge surprise to the officers
and their guests, many of whom had been long-standing friends and admirers for many years.
The celebratory evening also included tribute acts to Queen and Girls Aloud,
all of whom performed brilliantly to the 360 dinner guests, all dressed lavishly in uniform and ball gowns for the special occasion. This wonderful
display of tunics, medals and officers regalia blended with the many colourful decorations of red, white and blue throughout the entire Mess building.
On the bright summer’s evening the Helen Miles Quartet performed outside
to the champagne reception and the thirty choristers made a surprise appearance to perform “Jerusalem”, “Danny Boy” and “Land of Hope & Glory”
with the musicians. The Choir then burst into “Those Magnificent Men In
Their Flying Machines” as the fly-by of an RAF jet came by as a tribute to the
base.
The choristers then staged to perform for half an hour while the dinner guests
took to the seats and began the evening meal. The singers were treated to dinner and a free bar all evening, resulting in a celebratory night that will never
be forgotten. They sang in the Mess to the many guests for hours, winning
even more admirers as they bade one more final farewell to RAF Lyneham.

Choristers said ‘Farewell to Lyneham’
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CHOIR SALUTES STATESMEN
Treorchy Male Choir’s two longest serving choristers have reached a staggering 65 years of unbroken service. Islwyn Morgan and Norman Martin both
joined as youngsters in 1947, only a few short months after the Choir was
reformed following World War II. Now they are the elder statesmen of the
group and despite the advancing years rarely miss a single rehearsal, concert
or even a gruelling overseas tour.
Islwyn, aged 84 of Matexa Street, Ton Pentre and Norman, aged 88 of St
David’s Street, Ton Pentre are both Vice Presidents of the Treorchy Choir in
recognition of their outstanding service to the cause. They have both held
senior positions in the Management Committee with Islwyn serving as
Secretary for 20 years and Norman holding the post of Registrar and Archivist
for 40 years.
Islwyn, who performs in the ranks of the First Tenor section explained, “The
Treorchy Male Choir has played such a massive part in my life that I cannot
imagine being without it. Due to my membership I’ve made lifelong friends,
met some wonderful people and travelled the world – things I would never
have done had I not been part of the Choir.
Second Tenor Norman
added, “To think that one
moment you’re being
introduced to the Queen
and the next you’re
singing in the Sydney
Opera House or visiting
the White House. It is
absolutely unbelievable.
However, these are the
type of experiences we’ve
enjoyed simply because
we’re choristers of one of
Islwyn and Norman.
the world’s greatest musical organisations.”
Together the old friends have appeared in almost 2,000 concerts, sang on
over 90 commercial recordings, made 500 television and radio programmes,
attended over 6,000 rehearsals and performed to packed audiences in the
biggest concert halls across UK, Europe, Canada, USA, Australia and New
Zealand. They have performed alongside Ella Fitzgerald, Shirley Bassey, Tom

EXCELSIOR

41

Jones, Burt Bacharach, Katherine Jenkins and Julie Andrews and have also
made guest appearances on the Royal Variety Show.
One of ten children born in Stuart Street, Treorchy, Islwyn was the son of a
well-known male voice choir conductor. He was a first-class scholar at Pentre
Secondary School and at the age of sixteen became a clerk at Rhondda
District Council He remained with the Council until early retirement in
1980. In 1946 he undertook National Service with the Royal Navy and was
stationed on the Cumberland Cruiser at Plymouth. Islwyn met his sweetheart
Margaret while worshipping at Noddfa Chapel in Treorchy and in 1953 they
were married. The couple had two children, Rhydian and Anne.
It was at Noddfa that Islwyn joined his family in song. All of the children had
fine singing voices and all worshipped together where they often took part in
oratorio and gymanfaoedd ganu. His elder brother, David, joined the Treorchy
Male Choir during the 1930s and when the Choir was reformed in 1946,
many of the brothers soon followed suit. Islwyn was the youngest and last to
join at the start of 1947.
Also the son of a miner, Norman was born in Treherbert but grew up in
Chepstow Road, Cwmparc. At the age of 14, he left school to work in nearby
Park Colliery as a collier boy. His working life underground continued for a
further 25 years during which time he endured all of the hardships and dangers faced by fellow colliers on a daily basis. These were the years of
pre-Nationalisation of the coal industry and in the case of the Park Colliery,
pre-machinery too, with miners supporting the low seams with pit props and
toiling with a pick and shovel as tools. Norman was one of 2,000 men working at the Park Colliery during those years.
In 1941 Norman was one of the many local residents who witnessed the
indiscriminate bombing of Cwmparc by the Luftwaffe. He worked throughout the night to try and free the living from the wreckage of their homes.
Norman was largely self-educated, eventually studying at night school in the
Rhondda College in Llwynypia where he gained extensive qualifications in
mining engineering, eventually leading to his appointment as a Deputy
Overman in the Colliery. With Nationalisation came a new hope and atmosphere for better conditions underground and Norman’s continued studies at
night-school resulted in him achieving the standard of a qualified Chartered
Engineer and Mining Engineer.
A self-made man, Norman’s academic prowess in the fields of mining, engineering and mathematics saw him accept the appointment of a lecturer at
Rhondda College where he remained for the next 27 years. In 1947 he mar-
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ried Melba and they had one son, Alun. One Sunday afternoon in April 1947
Norman was walking through Treorchy when he reached Glyncoli Road and
heard singing coming from the local school. An old friend, Eilir Wright, called
him inside and he first encountered the newly-formed Treorchy & District
Male Choir under the baton of John Haydn Davies.
Norman’s dedication to the Choir remained unwavering. It was such dedication that resulted in the present-day Choir Archives of more than 10,000
items, making it probably the most comprehensive Archive of any amateur
organisation in the world today.
David Bebb, Chairman of the Treorchy Male Choir said, “No words can possibly express the immense debt of gratitude we owe Islwyn and Norman for
their unbelievable dedication to the Choir for a combined 130 years. It is
staggering to think that both men have served this Choir for an absolute lifetime and continue to remain dedicated choristers despite the passing of the
years.
“It is a rarity for either of them to miss a rehearsal, let alone a concert and
such stalwart choristers have been the foundation of success for our worldfamous organisation. Their contribution to the Choir knows no bounds and
we look to them frequently for advice and support when decision-making
takes place. Many of us have grown up with Islwyn and Norman regarded as
the elder statesmen of the Choir and we hold them in high esteem, not just
as first-class choristers but true gentlemen.”

GOLDEN CHOIR – GOLDEN MEMORIES
By Fran and George Wheat, Grand Island, Nebraska,
and Dawn Wheat, Wichita, Kansas, USA
In June, 2012, we celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary. What a wonderful
surprise it was to receive a special DVD which had been recorded for this significant event in our lives by our cherished friends in the Treorchy Male Choir!
Knowing the significance the Choir has had in our lives, our daughter, Dawn
Wheat, searched through our e-mail addresses, unbeknownst to us, and contacted Dean Powell, asking him if it might be possible for the choir to
participate in this event by recording a song for us. Dean, who was suffering
from a bad fall and severe damage to his shoulder, immediately enlisted
Norman Cox to help with the project, and the result was a DVD with not only
one song, but four magnificent choral selections recorded by the Choir.
In addition to the Choir’s gift of their singing, eight of the choristers who had
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traveled with us on the Choir’s first concert tour to the midwestern states in
the U.S. in 1991, recorded greetings and best wishes to us at the conclusion
of the choral section of the DVD. What a treasured gift, commemorating our
anniversary as well as our first association and project with the Choir, which
has resulted in some much cherished lifetime friendships. It was the icing on
the cake for our anniversary celebration!
Songs sung by the choir were: “This is the Moment”, “Llef”, Puccini’s aria,
“Nessun Dorma” from the opera, “Turandot”. Our special thanks to Paul
Evans, Gareth Evans, Alun Davies, Mike Peachey, Alwyn Lewis, Fred O’ Brien,
Dean Powell and Norman Cox for their messages to us. Your good wishes
transcended time and space and brought back many memories.
Our heartfelt appreciation to all of the choristers; Jan Ball, Conductor, for
allowing time in the Choir’s busy schedule to make the recording; Helen
Roberts, accompanist; Roger (Rocky) Watkins for operating the camcorder;
Dean Powell and Norman Cox for “engineering” and coordinating the project, and to all who were involved in carrying out the “surprise” of a lifetime
for the celebration of this milestone in our lives.
Our daughter, Dawn, has joined the ranks of your fans and extends her personal greetings and sincere appreciation to each of you for your interest and
enthusiasm in responding to her request, as well. She wishes that she could
thank you in person for going above and beyond her highest hopes in fulfilling her request and joining with her in carrying out this special surprise. In
her own words, “Words can’t begin to express how much it meant to me the smiles and tears we all shared as we watched the DVD were priceless”.
Even though an ocean and half a continent separate us, each of you who
embody the Treorchy Male Choir continue to touch our lives and our very
souls, not only with your magnificent sound and glorious singing, but your
love and friendship shared with us throughout the years. Indeed, you have
come to be a part of the fabric of our lives.

NELLA FANTASIA
For the first time the Choir travelled to the mid Wales town of Knighton for
a performance in its large and impressive Community Hall before a packed
audience of more than 400 people. The concert was organised by the local
Rotary Club with all proceeds donated to the Rotary Charities.
One of the most poignant moments of the evening saw the Choir welcome
Publicity Officer, Archivist and Soloist Dean Powell to the stage. Although he
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has still not returned to the ranks following his accident, he made the effort
to bring his parents to Knighton for a very special occasion.
Dean explained to the audience how it was his parents who introduced him
to Treorchy Male Choir twentyfive years earlier when they
organised a charity concert. It
was due to their charity work for
the Rhondda Polar Bears
Disabled Swimming Club and
Dreamflight to Disneyworld that
earlier that day Dean’s father,
David, was an Olympic
Torchbearer in Caerphilly. It was
at that point that the entire
Treorchy Male Choir spontaneously rewarded him with a
standing ovation!
Dean went on to explain that in
love, admiration and gratitude to
Carole and David Powell.
his parents he commissioned Jeff
Howard to arrange a piece of
music and dedicate it to them. This evening the Treorchy Male Choir gave the
first public performance of “Nella Fantasia”, a beautiful piece of music which
moved many to tears, not least of which Dean and his parents Carole and
David Powell.
Nella Fantasia" ("In My Fantasy") is a song sung in Italian based on the theme
"Gabriel's Oboe” from the film The Mission (1986). With music by famed
composer Ennio Morricone and lyrics by Chiara Ferraù, "Nella Fantasia" is
popular among classical crossover singers, and was originally released in
1998 by Sarah Brightman. It has since been covered by various artists,
including Katherine Jenkins.

OLYMPIC GLORY
The first engagement following the summer break was in the most auspicious
of surroundings. It was held in one of the suits of the SWALEC Stadium at
Sophie Gardens and arranged by the Sports Council of Wales. A special reception was being held later in the day at the National Assembly to celebrate the
magnificent achievements of the Welsh Olympians and Paralympians.
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Choristers performed for the Welsh Sports Heroes.

Earlier in the day the Sports Council themselves wanted to congratulate the
sporting ambassadors of Wales with a formal reception. To add some Welsh
flavour to the proceedings, the Choir was invited to perform. As the sports
men and women, accompanied by friends and family, enjoyed the afternoon’s
proceedings, the Choir sang a selection of items to the delighted crowd. The
mid-afternoon event concluded in time for choristers to return home and
change for the evening performance.

HELP FOR HEROES CONCERT SUCCESS
By Janet Slade–Jones
Since 2001 the kind people of Rhondda Cynon Taf have been sending parcels
to Iraq and Afghanistan to the soldiers that are based there. It is estimated
that 10,000 have been sent out from “home”,
We have four sons - three are in the British Army, Gareth, Daryl and Rhydian
and our other, Rhys is in University in London, Our three sons have scompleted a tour in Iraq and Afghanistan and have seen first hand what a parcel
does to boost the morale of the soldiers on front lines.
In a conversation one evening Gareth said that some lads would like to come
home to thank the people from Rhondda Cynon Taf for their generosity and
that is when I had the idea for a charity concert to be held in the Park and
Dare Theatre Treorchy.
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I approached different organisations to participate in this concert and
Treorchy Male Choir was one. They are renowned throughout the world for
their singing and at one time my uncle was a top tenor in the Choir and
enjoyed the experience immensely. I had no problem persuading them to
take part and they did it all with the professionalism that we have come to
learn and love with them.
The Choir, along with nine other acts put on a fabulous concert and we managed to raise a staggering £10.000 for Help for Heroes, something we could
not have done if all the people taking part didn’t believe in the cause and for
this I am eternally grateful!

JUNIOR MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR 2012
A whole host of inspiring musical schoolchildren from throughout the
Rhondda gave the performance of their young lives at the Grand Final of the
Treorchy Male Choir Junior Musician of the Year Competition 2012. A total
of 19 children took to the stage at Treorchy Comprehensive School hall
before a packed audience of 600 parents, teachers and supporters for the
major event. Attended by Mayor of Rhondda Cynon Taf Cllr Sylvia Jones and
BBC presenter Roy Noble OBE, the performers sang or played instruments to
the packed crowd.

Roy Noble with the Winners.
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The Competition Finalists

The winner of the Singing Category for the second time was Katie Leigh Jones
of Alaw Primary School for her performance “Christopher Robin Is Saying His
Prayers”. The winner of the Instrumentalist Category was Ellie Smith of Ysgol
Gynradd Gymraeg Bronllwyn who played “Charlotte in Spring” on the harp.
Now celebrating its seventh year, a total of 20 primary and junior schools in
the two valleys entered the competition whose patron is Welsh bass-baritone
Bryn Terfel MBE.
Over the past three months hundreds of schoolchildren have auditioned in a
series of preliminary heats, judged by members of the Treorchy Male Choir.
Two further Semi Finals were held in Porth County Comprehensive School
and Tonypandy Community College. The finalists received a certificate, trophy and tickets for themselves and an adult to see “Sister Act” at the Wales
Millennium Centre in August.
The two winning finalists of one singer and one instrumentalist each received
£200 prize money, a trophy and the Treorchy Male Choir Trophy to be
retained by their school for one year. They also shared the stage with the
Treorchy Male Choir at the Park & Dare Theatre on Good Friday.
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IN MEMORIAM
PHILIP WARREN

Of Clara Street, Ton Pentre
Born November 30th 1955; Died August 14th 2012
Beloved husband of Sue
Devoted father to Adam and Kate and father-in-law of ???
Loving grandfather of Gwen and Leila
Much-loved brother of Ann
Faithful Member of Treorchy Male Choir
CHOIR TRIBUTE
“Jesu Lover of my soul
Let me to Thy Bosom Fly”
Treorchy Male Choir was devastated to hear of the incredibly sudden and
tragic loss of chorister Philip Warren. Phil joined the ranks of the Choir eight
years ago in 2004 and enjoyed every aspect of life as a chorister. A member
of the First Bass section, he travelled extensively around the UK, attending
concerts the length and breadth of the country. Closer to home he was a
devoted chorister in the rehearsal room and also found great pleasure in supporting the Choir’s recognised charity, Ty Hafan. He was also a firm supporter
of the Choir’s Junior Musician Competition as it encourages young children
the opportunity to develop their musical skills. Both education and music
played such a prominent role in his relatively short life.
Phil, the son of a bank manager, was born in Monmouth but moved frequently due to his father’s busy career. Following his secondary education,
Phil attended Exmouth College to follow a course in Teacher Training.
Eventually he settled in the Rhondda Valleys where for almost thirty years he
taught in various primary schools throughout the area. Over the years Phil
taught at Ynyshir and Penyrenglyn Primary Schools, becoming deputy headteacher at both Porth and Gelli Primary Schools. He will be long remembered
by fellow staff and pupils alike.
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Phil’s other great loves were sport and music. Over the years he was a regular spectator at Treorchy RFC and enjoyed a humorous notoriety as the
anonymous writer of “Tales of the 25” in regular match programmes much to
the delight of fellow rugby enthusiasts. Phil always enjoyed a wide circle of
friends who delighted in his good sense of humour and socialable disposition. Above all Phil loved his family, greatly proud in seeing both of his
children grow and develop into fine young adults while revelling in the
opportunity of becoming a grandfather.
Phil will be remembered as a kind, thoughtful, intelligent and greatly humorous man who will be sadly missed by all those who had the distinct pleasure
of knowing him.
“Safe into the haven guide O receive my soul at last”

CHOIR TRAVELS THE ANTIQUES ROADTRIP
Before the summer break the Choir was invited to participate in a celebrityedition of the BBC Television programme “Antiques Roadtrip” which was
being filmed in Wales. Two celebrity groups were trying to outwit one
another with a knack of purchasing antiques at low prices and making the
most money at the end of the programme.
To supplement the filming, the television crew wanted to give the programme
a Welsh “feel” and where better than the Treorchy Male Choir rehearsal room
on a Sunday afternoon?
Publicity Officer Dean
Powell was invited to take a
leading part in the filming
and welcomed resident
presenter David Barby and
the celebrity Myleene Klass
outside the school as they
pulled up in their reproduction Volkswagon Beetle.
Then he ushered them into
the rehearsal room as the
Choir sang “Bring Him
Secretary Islwyn with David and Myleene
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Home” and gave an
extended interview to the
camera.
Conductor Janice Ball and
Vice President Norman
Martin also played their
part in the proceedings.
The Choir performed
magnificently and completed the filming with a
rendition of “Tydi a
Roddaist” which moved
David and Myleene with the choir.
Myleen to tears. It was
however with great sadness that the Choir learned that within a few weeks of the filming David Barby
suddenly passed away. The programme was broadcast in November to widespread acclaim.

TRIBUTE TO JANICE BALL
In October Musical Director Janice Ball sadly relinquished her position with
the Treorchy Male Choir following a decade of faithful and dedicated service.
Jan first appeared with the Choir in January 1985 when she played the organ
on a television programme for HTV Wales featuring the Choir which was
filmed at the Coal Exchange in Cardiff. Her association continued in 1991
when she accompanied soprano Iona Jones in a concert with the Choir in
Tonypandy and also played on the Grasmere album
“Sweet Silver Song” which was recorded in the
Brangwyn Hall in January 2001.
However, it was in 2002 that her relationship with the
Choir really began as she accompanied the Choir for
the first time in Hereford Cathedral and joined them
on their tour of Scotland later that year. On being
appointed Accompanist she worked with Conductors
Andrew Badham and Meuryn Hughes over the next
five years, performing in venues the length and
breadth of the UK.
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She accompanied the Choir on their extensive tour of Australia in 2004 and finally
picked up the baton to Conduct in Leamington Spa in January 2007. On being
appointed the first female Conductor of the Treorchy Male Choir in 2007 she
began to rapidly enhance the repertoire and musical performance of the Choir.
Her contribution during the past five years has been staggering as she prepared
the Choir for its performance at the Royal Albert Hall in 2008 then led them on
a triumphant tour of Australia and New Zealand in 2009. Under her guidance
the Choir successfully recorded its highly acclaimed CD album “Timeless” and
in total she appeared in 257 engagements along with over a thousand rehearsals.
Choristers wish to thank Jan for her contribution to the Treorchy Male Choir
and wish her well in all of her future endeavours.

MUM’S FAREWELL
By Peter Webb
After a long and debilitating illness involving Parkinson's Disease and
Dementia, our Mum passed away in St David's Hospital in Cardiff on June
8th this year aged in her 80's. Her quality of life had by this time been
reduced to a very low level and it was a release for her when it was time to
say goodbye to us, although she wasn't conscious when that time came.
When it came upon us, her children, to organise the funeral, it brought
together family members who had been apart for many years and had lost
touch with each other - either deliberately or by simply not getting in touch,
and letting the years slip by. When the question arose of music for the service, it was mentioned that her favourite hymns were The Old Rugged Cross
and Amazing Grace. It was decided that instead of the hymns being sung by
the congregation, your rendition of The Old Rugged Cross would be played
first.
And so it was that her coffin was brought into the chapel by her six sons to the
wonderful singng of the Treorchy Male Choir - words cannot describe the effect
of that moment - both on us and on members of the congregation as was mentioned to us later. After the first part of the service had been completed, your
version of Amazing Grace was played - again letting your music and magnificent singing take centre stage - and the effect was absolutely electrifying as the
curtains closed around her coffin and the music flowed around us.
So in closing, thank you so much for making such a sad day for us, also a
happy one in the knowledge that we said farewell to our Mum, not by us in
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faltering voices, but in a chapel filled with your magnificent singing. My two
teenage English Grand-daughters have often been told that Wales is the Land
of Song, and they have now matured enough to appreciate the finer qualities
of the human voice as it is expressed in your beautiful renditions, and I look
forward to, God willing, taking them to listen to your performance in St
George's Hall in Bristol in September.
May God bless you all.

ARCHIVE RECORDING DISCOVERED
By Dewi Griffiths, BBC Radio Wales
I write about a special recording by the Treorchy Male Voice Choir.
In late 1961 I was the Sound Supervisor for the BBC TV Outside Broadcast
University in Wales and had the pleasure of providing the sound for the very
first “Songs of Praise” from the Tabernacle Chapel in Cardiff.
Over the next couple of months there were a few more “Songs of Praise” from
other chapels in Wales - and in March 1962, 50 years ago, I provided the
sound for the programme featuring the Treorchy Male Voice Choir from
Noddfa Chapel, Treorchy.
I often made recordings of these choral events so that I could check my
"sound balance" when less busy - and just by chance, while clearing out an
old cupboard, I found the recording I made of the programme from Noddfa.
I was delighted with the quality - considering it was on a 1/4 inch tape, which
tends to deteriorate with age - but 50 years on it's still sounding good quality.
With this in mind I played their splendid rendition of “Tydi a Roddaist” on
my programme, “String of Pearls” on BBC Radio Wales. It's in response to a
listener who's asked for a Welsh Hymn to be played to help celebrate his
mother's 103rd Birthday in Abergavenny. Magical!

INSPIRATIONAL KATE CELEBRATED
Kate Woolveridge, Honorary Lady Member and Mezzo Soprano Soloist of the
Treorchy Male Choir was named the Inspirational Woman of the Year in
2012.
Touring as a freelance singer with the Welsh National Opera for the last 18
years she has also worked for a charity called The Lord Chord taking music
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into care homes for people with dementia.
Sometimes she sang with residents who had
clearly lost the ability to speak and memory,
yet suddenly they would remember the
words, such is the power of music.
She established her own community singing
project in Cardiff for people with
Alzheimer’s and their carers. The ForgetMe-Not Chorus is run by Kate and her
WNO colleague Sarah Teagle. The Choir
meets weekly in Rhiwbina’s Bethany Baptist
Church and allows those with dementia an
opportunity to connect once more with the
ones they love through singing songs together.
“I believe passionately in the power of music as therapy,” Kate explained.
“We have someone coming who doesn’t recognise his wife any more but
when they sing he’ll hold her hand”.
Kate was one of three finalists for Lorraine Kelly’s ITV Inspirational Woman
of the Year Awards. She travelled to London to meet the Daybreak presenter
and was overjoyed to be named the winner, receiving the accolade from
actress Helen Mirren.

COMRADES IN SONG
by The Metropolitan Male Choir of South Australia
A highlight of our 2012 tour was our visit to Wales and especially the
Treorchy Male Voice Choir’s rehearsal. To be honest, it wasn’t an easy road.
We had just arrived that morning in London on an overnight flight from
Halifax. Then there was a minor skirmish between the tour bus and a gate at
the James monument in Pontypridd on the drive from Cardiff. But no matter,
the warmth of the welcome from the Treorchy Choir and the chance to join
our voices together in song made it all worthwhile.
This wasn’t our first meeting. In the 1980s, we met when the Treorchy Choir
performed in Adelaide during their Australian tour. This proved a stepping
stone for us to be invited to the London Welsh Festival of Male Choirs at the
Royal Albert Hall in 1994, 2000 and 2006.
We have sung with other Welsh choirs in Adelaide including Cantorian Colin

Jones, Llanelli and Gwent choirs and, in 2007, appeared in an International
Gala Male Choir Concert at the Sydney Opera House. Our 2012 tour of
Canada, USA and Wales culminated in the pre-Olympic “Wales Choir of the
World” at the Royal Festival Hall London with the great Bryn Terfel as soloist.
The current MMCSA has 70 men from all walks of life. A few even claim
Welsh heritage, including past-President Colin Barry, whose mother was born
in Wales, and Musical Director Evan Patton, whose grandmother hailed from
the Rhondda Valley.
We hope our paths cross again soon.

CERYS CHOOSES CHOIR FOR TOP SONG TITLE
Welsh star Cerys Matthews chose a Treorchy Male Choir song as one of her
all-time favourites to mark the announcement of a major world music festival
coming to Wales.
In 2013 Womex will be held in Cardiff. Regarded the most important professional market of world music of every kind, the international fair brings
professions from the worlds of folk, roots, ethnic and tradition music and
includes over 60 concerts featuring 300 artists.
On the announcement that Cardiff was chosen as the venue, the Catatonia
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star was approached by Music Wales magazine to shares a treasure chest of
songs from her native Wales which is featured as a cover mount CD on the
latest edition of Songlines, a World music magazine.
In the sixth position out of twenty songs was Treorchy Male Choir’s version
of “Men of Harlech”. Cerys explained, “Wales, like a little island found drifting in the Irish Sea, has enjoyed the power of word, rhythm and melody for
generations. You’ll find art forms centuries old with the earliest Welsh language poems dating back to the sixth century.
“ I’ve dug up a treasure chest of sonic gems, unlocked it so that you can have
a peek inside. From the pibgornto the crwth, from the beating stick and
poetry, to the familiar harp and choir, I hope you fall a little in love. Hwyl am
y tro (have a fun time).”
The Choir will perform at Womex on October 23rd, 2013 with Cerys
Matthews.

AN EVENING TO REMEMBER
by Claire Brown
Senior Events Coordinator
Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales
In November 2012 we were delighted to host an evening with New Zealand
rugby legend Sir Colin Meads in Cardiff’s Holland House Hotel. We were
thrilled that a small group of members of Treorchy Male Voice could help us
by kicking off this special event with their amazing voices.
Their performance was truly outstanding and even though we only asked the
choir to perform a couple of numbers, I am sure that our guests would have
been happy to sit and listen to them all evening!
The event was a huge success raising nearly £15,000 for Bobath Wales and
we would like to extend our sincere thanks to the members of the choir for
giving up their time to make the trip down to Cardiff and for treating our
guests to such wonderful songs.
Money raised from this event will help provide specialist Bobath therapy to
over 450 children from across Wales who have cerebral palsy. Each year we
need to raise over £900,000 to run the Centre based in Whitchurch in
Cardiff and we couldn’t do this without the kindness of our wonderful supporters.
Thank you Treorchy Male Voice for your support.
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ATTENDANCES
“There remains the central core of the choir, those faithful ones, regular in attendance, attentive and alert in rehearsals, with the music in their heads and not with
their heads in their music, singing at concerts with confidence and courage, cheerful
at all times and ever patient and long suffering despite the idiosyncracies of the conductor. They in truth are THE Treorchy Male Choir.”
John Haydn Davies
Founder Conductor, 1954
Rehearsals

Engagements

CENTURY CLUB (100% Attendance)
Norman Martin
Ernald Brooks
Cyril Bebb
Michael Wood
Ray Daniels
John Jones
Keith Newman
Tony Davies

NIFTY NINETIES CLUB (90% Attendance)
Cyril Bevan
Graham Cox
Ernald Brooks
Andy Costin
Graham Cox
Keith Owens
Alwyn Lewis
Martin Wilkins
Ivor Lock
Ron Evans
Arthur Miles
William Thomas
Stuart Smith
William Watkin
Gareth Thomas
Alun Davies
Tony Vaughan
Dennis Young
Mark Williams
Keith Bevan
Mark Milsom
Keith Owens
Martin Wilkins
David Bebb
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Alan Bowen
Ray Daniels
Gerald Emanuel
Ron Evans
John Jones
William Thomas
William Watkin
Alun Davies
Tony Davies
Peter Jones
John Radford
Dennis Young

CHORISTERS BALANCE SHEET
IN
John Bowen
Ceri Barnes
David Gannon
Karl Moulden
Lee Phillips

OUT
Philip Evans
Robert Taylor
Phillip Tucker
Jack Bean
Nick Jenkins
Frederick O’Brien
Wayne Coles
Nigel Carney

NUMBER ON BOOKS – DECEMBER 2012
IT
26

2T
19

IB
21

2B
20

TOTAL
86
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DOWN MEMORY LANE
2002 – Ten Years Ago
The engagement diary included visits to Wolverhampton, St Albans, Hereford
Cathedral, Wrexham, Woking, Sherborne Abbey, Dudley. Southampton and
Coleford. In October the Choir undertook its first official visit in almost thirty
years, to Scotland. They were based in Dunfermline and enjoyed performances in Harrogate, Edinburgh, Hawick, Glenrothes and St Andrews. Some
of the highlights included appearing at the Royal Concert Hall in Glasgow
(whey they were welcomed by the Glasgow Phoenix Choir and Scottish
Minister Elaine Murray) and the Caird Hall in Dundee. During the visit to
Hawick they were joined by legendary rugby commentator Bill McLaren.
Following the resignation of Rhiannon Williams, Janice Ball became the new
Choir Accompanist while Edgar Taylor became the new Deputy Conductor.
The Choir made a television advert for communication giants Orange on the
Brecon Beacons by singing “Three Little Birds”. They also recorded another
Bob Marley song “Stir It Up” for rugby charity Wooden Spoon and paid tribute to Noel Davies on his retirement from Cor Meibion Pontarddulais and
Ieuan Morgan on his retirement from the Treorchy Comprehensive School
Band. On a sad note the Choir mourned the death of first-tenor Tom Pate and
also baritone Ieuan Lawrence, a stalwart member for more than fifty years.
The Choir recorded the “Millennium Hymn” by Vernon Hopkins (later to be
renamed “The Liberation Hymn” and released for Help the Heroes).
1992 – Twenty Years Ago
The Choir recorded the soundtrack to an animated version of ‘Under Milk
Wood’ by Trevor Herbert from the same studio where Dylan Thomas made
his radio broadcasts. Actor Brian Blessed visited the rehearsal room and the
Choir performed at St David’s Hall with Morriston Orpheus and Llanelli
Choirs. Choristers appeared in the first World Choir concert at Cardiff Arms
Park with Tom Jones and John Jenkins gave his first Good Friday concert as
Conductor. The Choir mourned the death of David Pritchard and Roy
Bobbett. At a concert in Ammanford Dean Powell gave his first solo performance. The highpoint of the year was the performance of Sibelius’ ‘Kullervo
Symphony’ at the Welsh Proms with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and
Owain Arwel Hughes. The Choir held a dinner to honour John Cynan Jones
on his retirement the previous year.
1982 – Thirty Years Ago
Choristers undertook a 625-mile round trip to perform in Hull. Bryan Davies
accompanied the Choir on their concert in Salisbury. They recorded their
10th EMI album and a few weeks later recorded “How Great Thou Art” with
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Bryn Yemm. They visited Nottingham for a performance at the 80th birthday
of brass band leader Harry Mortimer and became the first Choir to appear at
the new St David’s Hall. George Thomas (Lord Tonypandy) chose two of their
songs for his Desert Island Discs and the New Zealand rugby team visited the
schoolroom. Amid widespread newspaper reports the Choir withdrew from a
concert with Sir Geraint Evans in Westminster because it was revealed that
funds would go towards the SDP and not honour Jo Grimmond as first
thought!
1972 – Forty Years Ago
John Haydn Davies was made the Vice President of the Choir. Choristers
recorded “Nant y Mynydd” and “Llef” from Noddfa Chapel for a Finnish TV
programme. The Choir performed “Amazing Grace” for the first time with
soloist Harry Price and joined the Black Dyke Mills Band in Sophia Gardens.
For the 2,000 episode of BBC’s “Good Morning Wales”, they appeared on
the programme and also sang in Ystradgynlais to honour Glamorgan batsman
Alan Jones. The opening of the Treorchy Room at the Great House in
Chippenham took place and John Haydn conducted the Choir during John
Cynan Jones’ short stay in hospital.
1962 – Fifty Years Ago
Edward Knapgate became a Life Member of the Choir and Mary CarpenterEdwards of the Royal Welsh Choir accompanied the Treorchy choristers in
Bridgend when Tom Jones was unavailable. The Choir was awarded the first
prize at the Cardigan Semi National Eisteddfod and won the National
Eisteddfod in Llanelli. Prior to the concert in Ross on Wye, chorister Ron
Dowling collapsed and died without regaining consciousness.
1952 – Sixty Years Ago
W.J. ‘Donna’ Griffiths was elected Secretary of the Choir and the Choir
claimed their first prize at the National Eisteddfod in Aberystwyth and held
a victory concert in the Park & Dare Theatre. In September they performed a
concert with BBC organist Sandy McPherson and gave a performance of the
Cherubini Requiem Mass at St Peter’s Church, Pentre. Recordings of Welsh
airs and hymns were made for an American company which were then buried
in a time capsule until 2052.
1942 – Seventy Years Ago
Conductor Arthur Davies, who lived in Swansea, was unable to fulfil all rehearsals
owing to war-time. Deputy John Haydn Davies and Tom Jones continued to hold
rehearsals despite depleting numbers. Many left to fight abroad and the Choir
began to suffer serious financial problems. Within a year they disbanded.
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1932 – Eighty Years Ago
The Treorchy & District Male Choir competed at the semi national eisteddfod
in aid of Pentwyn Hospital for adjudicators Dr Morgan Lloyd and Emlyn
Davies. The Choir was conducted by Royal Welsh soloist John Isaac Jones
and came second to Pontypridd Choir. They also appeared at the National
Eisteddfod in Port Talbot with three unaccompanied test pieces. Morriston
United Choir under Ivor Sims won the first prize of £100. During the year
former soloist William Todd Jones passed away and the Choir won £75 at a
competition in the Westminster Hall.

‘Treorchy & District Male Voice Choir’ c. 1917

1922 – Ninety Years Ago
Gwilym T. Jones of the Royal Welsh Choir became the new Conductor of the
Treorchy Choir. His accompanist was Fred Hughes of Cwmparc and membership grew to 130 voices so they moved from the Parc Hall to the Auction Hall
in Treorchy. By the end of the year they settled in the school at Glyncoli Road.
The official uniform was a dark suit with a bow tie and the new committee
published music and sold copies to the singers. Contributions were 6d per
week but this was reduced. On November 22nd they won the first prize of
£50 for their rendition of “Crossing the Plain” at the Williamstown Wesleyan
Church eisteddfod.
1892 – One Hundred and Twenty Years Ago
Under the baton of William Thomas the Choir sang at the National
Eisteddfod in Rhyl on the test pieces of “Sons of the Wave” and “On the
Ramparts”. The adjudicators included Dr Joseph Parry. Treorky Male Choir
was unsuccessful in the competition which also featured choirs from
Penrhos, Ebbw Vale, Walton, Cefn Mawr, Machynlleth and Caernarvon.
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ENGAGEMENTS
JANUARY
Saturday 14th

Bethel Church, Whitchurch – a small group of choristers were invited to perform at the Memorial
Service to baby Noah Tyler

FEBRUARY
Friday 3rd

Saturday 4th
Saturday 4th
Sunday 12th
Sunday 12th
Thursday 23rd

Kosmos Conference Centre, Berlin, Germany –
World Money Fair performances at the invitation of
the Royal Mint
Estrel Convention Hall, Berlin, Germany
Estrel Convention Centre, Berlin Germany
Millennium Stadium, Cardiff – prior to the Wales vs
Scotland rugby international
Radisson Hotel, Cardiff – performance for Wooden
Spoon
Llantrisant Parish Church

MARCH
Thursday 1st
Saturday 3rd
Tuesday 27th

St John’s Church, Cymmer
Playhouse Theatre, Weston Super Mare
Treorchy Comprehensive School

APRIL
Friday 6th
Saturday 21st

Park & Dare Theatre, Treorchy
Atrix Theatre, Bromsgrove

MAY
Friday 11th
Saturday 12th
Thursday 17th
Thursday 17th
Thursday 24th
Saturday 26th

RAF Lyneham, Wiltshire – a “Farewell to Lyneham”
Floral Pavilion, New Brighton
Parc Primary School, Cwmparc – as part of the
Cwmparc War Memorial Service
The Coliseum, Aberdare
City Hall, Cardiff for HRH Princess Anne
Community Centre, Knighton
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JUNE
Saturday 2nd
Saturday 16th
Friday 22nd

Millennium Stadium, Cardiff – prior to the Wales vs
Barbarians rugby international
Torch Theatre, Milford Haven
Vale Hotel, Hensol – performance at the Wales vs
England Golf Tournament

JULY
Sunday 1st
Tuesday 3rd
Saturday 7th
Saturday 7th
Saturday 14th

Rehearsal Room, Treorchy – filming the “Antiques
Roadtrip” with Myleene Klass and David Barby
Rehearsal Room, Treorchy – performance for the
Metropolitan Male Voice Choir of Australia
Treorchy Boys & Girls Club – performance at the
Treorchy Festival
Llantrisant RFC Clubhouse – performance at the
110th Birthday Party of David and Dean Powell
Theatr Cymru, Llandudno

SEPTEMBER
Friday 14th
Friday 14th
Saturday 22nd

SWALEC Stadium, Cardiff – performance for the
Welsh Olympians and Paralympians
Llandaff Cathedral, Cardiff
St George’s Church, Bristol

OCTOBER
Thursday 5th
Monday 8th
Saturday 14th
Saturday 27th

Park & Dare Theatre, Treorchy
National Museum, Cardiff – for the Football
Associaton of Wales with Sophie Evans
International Centre, Harrogate
Civic Hall, Bedworth

NOVEMBER
Friday 2nd
Saturday 10th
Sunday 11th

Park & Dare Theatre, Treorchy – Help for Heroes
Concert
Town Hall, Cheltenham
Blaenrhondda War Memorial & Treherbert War
Memorial
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Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th
Friday 30th

St Catherine’s Church, Pontypridd
Llandaff Cathedral, Cardiff – for Tenovus
Station Road, Treorchy – for the Christmas Lights
Parade

DECEMBER
Thursday 6th
Saturday 8th
Wednesday 19th
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Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon
St Mary’s Church, Welshpool
Ty Hafan, Sully

APPRECIATION SOCIETY
Mrs V. Dix (Cheltenham)
Mr A. Dix (Cheltenham)
Mr James Cooper (N. Ireland)
Mr S. Nicholas (Cheshire)
Mr J. C. Wharton (Cardiff)
Mr D. Halstead (Treorchy)
Mr C. Rowland (Cowbridge)
Miss Jennifer Jones (Cornwall)
Mrs M. Ball (Wolverhampton)
Mr D. Dowton (Porthcawl)
Mrs C. Merriman (Ystradgynlais)
Mrs M. Windsor (Pencoed)
Mrs N. Absalom (Warrington)
Mr J. Gallacher (Glasgow)
Mr M. Gleadall (Yorkshire)
Mrs J. Jennings (Devon)
Mrs I. Oak (Blaenrhondda)
Mr B. C. Simpson (Hereford)
Mr Ken Alderson (Cumbria)
Mrs T. A. Curl (Thrapston)
Mr C. King (Haverfordwest)
Mrs G. Graham (Carlisle)
Mrs S. Knox-Lecky (Barton St. David)
Mrs D. Cook (NSW. Australia)
Mr Nigel Chivers (Cheltenham)
Mr W. J. Clarke (Stafford)
Mrs A. Childs (London)
Mr G. Humphreys (N. Somerset)
Mr S. Drummond (Pontyclun)
Mr J. Lee (Essex)
Miss K. Lawrence (Ton-Pentre)
Mr Gerald Neighbour (Southampton)
Mr J. Morgan (Bristol)
Mrs Jeanetta Lawrence (Blaencwm)
Mrs F. A. Colebourn (Chester)
Mrs M. J. Webb (Abergavenny)
Mr Leighton Hill (Cardiff)
Mrs P. H. Roberts (Wilts.)
Mrs Patricia Howells (Gelli)
Mr Paul Lewis Evans (Hove)
Dr R. Hinton (Andover)
Mr K. Harries (Maesteg)
Mr R. Middleton (Monmouth)
Mrs Olwen Bobbett (Treorchy)
Mr T. Davies (Staffs.)
Mr L. Hall (Pencoed)
Ms H. M. Vereker (Hereford)
Mrs M. Gosling (Surrey)
Mr J. Randall (Edinburgh)
Mrs M. Coles (Somerset)
Mr M. James (Cardiff)
Mr R. Perry (Glasgow)
Mrs M. Baxter (South Africa)
Mr R. S. Thompson (Glasgow)
Mr V. Baxter (South Africa)
Mr M. T. Edwards (Birmingham)
Miss. M. Lawrence (Blaenrhondda)
Mr D. Fear (Cwmparc)
Mr P. R. Orrells (Treorchy)
Mrs T. Ricketts (Treherbert)
Mrs C. H. Rogerson (Galashiels)
Mrs P. Goss (NSW Australia)

Mr A. Smith (Crickhowell)
Mrs H. Glasby (Dorset)
Mr P. Phillips (Kent)
Ms E. O'Neill (NJ. USA)
Mrs D. M. Pugsley (Berkshire)
Mr G. M. Vaughan-Edmunds (Poole)
Mrs G. Baker (Treorchy)
Mr G. D. Jones (Stratford-Upon-Avon)
Mrs M. Kerridge (Bucks)
Mr H. Den Hartog Sr. (Holland)
Ms P. Barry (Monmouth)
Mr D. M. Rees (France)
Mr G. Cox-Barber (Totnes)
Mrs P Ilett (London)
Ms Moya Monks (Waitakere, New Zealand)
Miss Clare Jones (Florida)
Mr T. Saunders (Cardiff)
Mr C. Evans (Tetbury)
Mr A. Bunsell (Plymouth)
Mrs K. Howe, (Thetford, Norfolk)
Mrs M. E. Hall (Pencoed)
Mrs G. Harty (Essex)
Mr R. Smith (Tunbridge Wells)
Mr Edward Hancock (Treorchy)
Miss J. A. Wrigh (Wolverhampton)
Mrs J. Mann (Florida, USA)
Miss D. Perkins (Ipswich)
Mr G. Sims (Pencoed)
Mr A. R. Jones (Colyton, Devon)
Mr R. G. Carr (Rhymney)
Mrs. F. Apperly (Cambs.)
Senator Louis D'Allesandro (N.H. USA)
Mr C. Griffiths (Halesowen)
Mr P Kehoe (Sutton)
Mr P. Shephard (L. Buzzard)
Mrs R. Jeremiah (Treherbert)
Mr John Tucker (Walsall)
Mr D. S. Poole (Dorking, Surrey)
Mrs D. Lewis (Cambs.)
Mr G. L. Garfield (Newent, Glos.)
Mrs A. Upton (Treherbert)
Mr P. Rowland (Cheshire)
Mr G. Lewis (Chalfont St. Giles)
Mr R. Abel (Bristol)
Mrs M. Coughlan (Solihull)
Mr Simon Gould (St. Albans)
Miss I. E. Maidment (Cardiff)
Mr R. E. Taylor (Northampton)
Mrs H. Yates (Isle of Wight)
Mr J. M. Thomas (Banbury)
Mr P. M. Murphy (Treorchy)
Mr B. Boulton (Gt. Yarmouth)
Mr R. G. Carr (Rhymney Gwent)
Mrs S. H. Raulik (Brazil)
Mr A. E. Morris (Sutton Coldfield)
Mr C. Clare (Tonyrefail)
Mr C. Price (Dorset)
Mrs L. Whitehead (Linslade, Beds.)
Miss E. Osborne (Devon)
Mr W. Fink (Chicago, USA)
Mr I. R. Harris (Bristol)
Mrs P. Berritta (Chesterfield)

Mr D. Floyd (Birmingham)
Mrs I. Cartwright (Newent, Glos.)
Mr R. Walton (Talbot Green)
Mr A. Smith (Worthing)
Mr E. Slade (Horsham)
Mr R. M. Edmonds (Great Yarmouth)
Mr K. Thomas (Weston-super-Mare)
Mr T. Strickler (CA, USA)
Mr A. Thompson (Bristol)
Mrs K. Newington (Barry)
Mr P. Partridge (Sutton Coldfield)
Mrs M. C. Barry (Shoreham-by-Sea)
Mrs L. Evans (Cwmparc)
Mr A. Thomas (Birmingham)
Mr P. I. West (Lancing)
Mr D. Shingleton (Southampton)
Mr N. Clawson (Penarth)
Mrs R. Jones (Bettws)
Mrs J. Organ (Merthyr Tydfil)
Mrs M. Reynolds (Newton Abbott)
Mrs P. Davies (Gillingham)
Mr K. A. Rowlands (Wrexham)
Mr B. Holden (Wrexham)
Mr K. Allchin (Worthing)
Mr A. R. Wateridge (Worthing)
Mr R. C. Miles (Tuffley, Glos.)
Mr W.J. Kerslake (Llwynypia)
Mr P. Hickman (Chadlington)
Mr A.R. Watts (Newport)
Mrs C. Reaich (London)
Mrs J. Davies (Treorchy)
Mr J. T. Thomas (Bury St Edmunds)
E. Jones (Bridgend)
Mrs C. A. Hill (Monmouth)
Mr T. E. Harris (Hurst, Berks)
Mrs D Smith (Armidale, Australia)
Dr I. Hall (Weymouth)
Mrs D Dunphy (Seven Oaks)
Mrs C. A. Davies (Orpington, Kent)
Mr M Palmer (Worcester)
Mrs J. M. Jenkins (Plymouth)
Mr D. J. Sinck (Plymouth)
Miss. S. Cox (Paignton)
Mr. M. Oakes (Leigh, Lancs)
Mr David Jackson (Leatherhead)
Mr T. Guest (Much Wenlock)
Mrs L. Leigh (Bridgwater)
Mrs F. Lavis (Bridgwater)
Mrs M. A. Tucker (Walsall)
Mr G.E. Owen (Notts)
Mr I. Llewellyn (Treherbert)
Mrs G. Baker (Treorchy)
Mr M. James (Cardiff)
Mr D. Jackson (Leatherhead)
Mrs Erin Barclay (Brisbane, Australia)
Mr Ian Reynolds (Treorchy)
Mrs G. Reynolds (Ton Pentre)
Mr C. Shingleton (Auckland, New Zealand)
Mrs J. Pierce (Normanton, West Yorks)
Mr A. Morton (St Albans)

