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A ROYAL MESSAGE TO TREORCHY MALE CHOIR
from His Serene Highness Prince Albert II of Monaco
Treorchy Male Choir is universally known one of the world’s finest choirs and
certainly this reputation was further enhanced on their visit to Monaco.
As guests of the Monaco Wales Association, the Choir was undoubtedly the
highlight of the celebrated St David’s Day Dinner at the Hotel de Paris and
certainly won many new admirers on that very special night.
Your performance was of the highest possible standard and the reaction from
the audience spoke of their sheer enjoyment at such a memorable night as we
celebrated all things Welsh.
It was gratifying to see that the occasion, organised by Mark Thomas, raised
a significant amount of money for the Princess Foundation which does so
much positive work to enhance the lives of young people throughout the
world.
As you led us through a vast repertoire of music, including so many Welsh
melodies that I’ve come to know through my visits to Wales, you helped
make this a very special occasion in Monaco.
It was with great pride that I accepted your Honorary Membership of the
Choir and may I thank you all very much for your unforgettable performance
in our Principality.
We certainly look forward to your return. Cymru am byth!

ograph of the choirs visit to Monaco, March 2013
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FOREWORD
FIELD MARSHAL THE LORD GUTHRIE GCB LVO OBE DL

House of Lords
I have attended many important and memorable occasions in Wales and
overseas when I have been privileged to hear the Treorchy Male Choir.
One such was last year when the Choir took part in the closing ceremony of
the Welsh Guards’ Walk on Wales. This was a charity event which finished
at Cardiff Bay. The walk was around the entire Welsh coast and those who
took part were from the Welsh Guards, their families, supporters and
friends.
The walk raised a great deal of money for the casualties the Welsh Guards
had suffered in Afghanistan and for the families of those who had been killed
in action.
The contribution the Choir made was important and all of us Welsh
Guardsman were very grateful that the Choir came to support us.
Over the years I have heard the Choir on many occasions. I first heard the
Choir when I was a child in Bridgend. My family had a seaside cottage at
Ogmore by Sea and over the years I remember many occasions when I heard
the Choir singing.
Its performances are of the highest standard and do much for music and for
Wales. Nobody should ever forget that these standards are only achieved
through dedication and long hours of practice. It is not easy to maintain
such high standards and I admire how the Choir’s reputation, through good
times and bad times, has been maintained.
There is no better ambassadors for Wales than the members of the Choir
who stand for so many values which have remained important over the
years.
I would like to thank all those past and present members of the Choir who
have given so many of us pleasure over the years. I salute you.
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A ROYAL CONCERT REMEMBERED
By MARK THOMAS
President & Co-Founder, Monaco Wales Association
Honorary Member, Treorchy Male Choir
On St David’s Day, the Treorchy Male Choir arrived
in Monaco and entertained the residents in a way
they have never seen before. Even before the dinner
many of the Choir burst into song in the afternoon
on the terrace at the Cafe de Paris.
It was however just a teaser of what was to come as
the Choir performed at the Monaco Wales
Association dinner in the Salle Empire at the Hotel
de Paris in front of their Serene Highnesses Prince
Mark Thomas
Albert and Princess Charlene of Monaco and many
distinguished guests such as Dame Shirley Bassey, Gareth Edwards and JPR
Williams.
As President of the Association it was an honor to have the finest male voice
choir in the world perform in front of so many friends.
The evening was a huge success and guests were so impressed that next
year’s dinner will be full as most tables have rebooked to listen to the Choir
again. I was deeply honoured to be the recipient of Honorary Membership of
this wonderful Choir.
The Choir were a credit to Treorchy as they were fine ambassadors and their
singing, humour, jokes and laughter filled the other Principality with wonderful memories and we look forward to welcoming them back next year.

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
By BRIAN BATES
2013 was a year which began with every chorister rising magnificently to the
challenge of ensuring the continued success of the Choir despite not having
a full-time Musical Director. The Chief Officers and committee members all
worked together to ensure the year ran smoothly both in the practice room
and on the concert stage, despite this shortcoming.
Thankfully during this difficult time two of Wales’ most distinguished choral
conductors stepped into the breach, namely Dr. Haydn James and Dr. Alwyn
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Humphreys. We must recognise their great contribution and thank them
both for their invaluable help. Let us also remember the fine contribution our
accompanist Helen Roberts gave at this time, both in rehearsals and on the
concert platform. I was pleased to be at Marlborough College when Helen
conducted the whole concert with much admiration from the gentlemen of
the Choir, the sell-out audience and most of all from members of her family.
Towards the end of the year, Jeffrey Howard was appointed as Musical
Director, thanks to the wonderful intervention of Dr Alwyn Humphreys. Jeff
has already contributed much to the musical life of Wales and with his new
appointment I am sure that, working hard together, much can be achieved to
further our mutual musical interests for decades to come. I am sure we all
wish him very many happy years of making music with the Treorchy Male
Choir.

Malborough College Chapel

I’ve no doubt 2013 has been one of the busiest years ever for the Choir.
Alongside the yearly list of charity concerts, at our Annual Concert we
enjoyed the fine singing of the wonderful tenor Rhys Meirion. The year saw
you on stage and working with many other stars, Cerys Matthews, Max
Boyce, Shan Cothi, Gilbert O’Sullivan and a Christmas show with Katherine
Jenkins in Cardiff. There were also two mini tours away to Monte Carlo and
Scotland, and I am sure much will be written in other parts of this “Excelsior”
about these events.
For my own part I want to mention the tour of Scotland and how good it was
for me to be able to travel with you. It was a great pleasure to join you all on
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such a prestigious tour and enjoy a super weekend with you. Arranged by
Bob Harris of the Wooden Spoon Society, everything was extremely well
organised.
I am sure we will all remember the Sportsman’s Dinner on the Thursday
evening; a memorable occasion attended by Jim Leishman, Finlay Calder, and
Johnny Gray – all great sporting legends of Scotland. The following day we
were in Edinburgh, when you gave a few songs at the world famous Fringe
Festival after enjoying free time in the City Centre before being bussed late
afternoon to Murrayfield for a conducted tour of their fine Stadium. The
evening finished when you gave a concert before an invited audience, introduced by Gavin Hastings, one of Scotland’s greatest ever rugby players.
Saturday you were back on stage in Galashiels giving a very fine concert
before a sell-out and appreciative audience. The first half of the performance
was given by the local newly formed Langlee Community Choir set up in just
2012; they have much to be proud of and let’s wish them every success in
the future. Your last concert was at Berwick on Tweed on the Sunday afternoon. Many thanks to Helen for working so hard at the piano, to Dr Haydn
James for being our Guest Conductor and our soloist Ros Evans for giving so
much throughout the tour.
The CD “The Welsh Collection” was released during the year and what a gem
it is of wonderful Welsh pieces, and a great tribute to choristers past and present. With magnificent recordings from the seventies and eighties, a reminder
of the great conducting days of John Cynan, our accompanist Jennifer Jones
and soloist Wyn Davies. Two of my most loved pieces are on the recording,
“Tydi A Roddaist” and “Nant Y Mynydd” - a wonderful bonus for me personally.
There was sadness in the year when at just 55 years of age, Tommy Belmont
lost his battle with cancer. I know how sad the whole Choir felt on learning
in April of the death of our last surviving Founder Member, Vice President
Haydn Erasmus. Haydn gave much time mentoring new members to the
Choir, serving as Chairman thereby contributing a wealth of experience to the
Choir’s well-being for many years. In the annals of Treorchy Male Choir their
names are etched forever.
It is good to know that we continue to attract new members. I hope they will
find much pleasure in being part of our Choir. At the same time I pay tribute
to all of our choristers. Long may they be part of our great Treorchy Family.
Yet another great year has passed into the history of our world famous Choir.
I send greetings to all our loyal supporters and friends where ever they might
be in the world.
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CHERISHED MEMORIES
By CERYS MATTHEWS
It was 1999 when I last sang with the Treorchy Male Voice Choir in our
30,000 capacity show in Margam Park. It was for me a turning point, a time
when I was planning on leaving the band Catatonia so I could have more freedom to experiment more musically. So It was a very emotional night, the
mud, the rain, and the dark skies over Port Talbot, and those beautiful,
mournful, male voice harmonies at the end of the show struck deeply in my
heart .
Forward wind the clock to 2013 and it was a very different picture. I would
be reunited with Selwyn and the rest of the boys at Womex - an expo for
world music in Cardiff Bay - on the main stage of the Welsh Millennium
Centre. I had been hired as the artistic and creative director and asked to
design a show.
My aim was to try and distil the musical and poetic traditions that inform us
as we grow up in Wales- so as we could celebrate them in front of the visiting delegates - the managers, record company owners, radio pluggers and
producers, magazine publishers and other world music artists, many of
whom had very little idea
about Welsh culture, as well
as the huge crowd of local
supporters.
I called on harp players, plygain singers, clog dancers,
fiddle and pibgorn players,
poets and crwth players and I
needed the icing for my cake
David Bebb and Selwyn Jones with Cerys Matthews too. Only one choir could
bring this concert to the sensational ending it needed - The Treorchy Male Choir singing acapella, their
version of the freedom fighters call, “Senzenina”
This became a highlight for many of the visitors particularly the African delegates, many of whom were brought to tears, then we ended the evening with
a rousing sing-along of “Calon Lan”.
My thanks goes out to all the performers and crew that evening but most
especially to Treorchy Male Voice choir for making it a memory that many of
us will cherish for a very long time.
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EDITORIAL
By DEAN POWELL
Once again it gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this year’s edition of
Excelsior – The Voice of the Treorchy Male Choir. Now in its sixty-sixth year
and going from strength to strength, this publication continues to celebrate
the remarkable history of one the world’s most famous musical organisations.
For the past twenty-one years I have had the distinct pleasure of being its
Editor and I can honestly say that this year the quantity and quality of contributions from such distinguished individuals is unrivalled. Without naming
each and every one here, you will read for yourself articles by the vast array
of writers and their ongoing praise for the performances of the Treorchy Male
Choir.
It is with great honour and distinction that we include the opening lines of
His Serene Highness Prince Albert II of Monaco as he reflects on our first visit
to the Principality. His contribution brings back many happy memories of the
night when our Choir brought a royal audience to its feet with a stunning performance at the Monaco Wales Association’s St David’s Day Dinner. Held in
the glamorous Hotel de Paris, Prince Albert II and Princess Charlene led three
standing ovations for the Rhondda men. To make the glittering occasion even
more spectacular, Prince Albert was made an Honorary Member of the Choir.
The exclusive event, held in the lavish Le Salle Empire ballroom helped raise
funds for the Princess Charlene Foundation, which supports children across

St. Clement’s Church, Hastings
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the world through sport. President of the Monaco Wales Association Mark
Thomas (who was also made an Honorary Member) hosted the evening,
which welcomed special guests Dame Shirley Bassey and Welsh actor Rhys
Ifans who delighted the diners with a rendition of part of Dylan Thomas’s
“Under Milkwood”. In celebration of the 125th anniversary of the British
Lions, a host of international rugby starts attended and the tremendous performance by the Choir was judged the highlight of the entire evening.
When reflecting on 2013 we will all look back on the all-expenses paid visit
to Monaco as the highlight of one of the busiest year’s in the Choir’s long
history. Whether as a full or part-Choir we undertook a staggering forty three
engagements, further enhancing our reputation with visits to Leamington
Spa, Mold, Yeovil, Hastings, Bridgwater, Guildford, Malborough, Dunstable,
Shrewsbury and Bromsgrove. We appeared on the field at Cardiff City
Stadium before one of their games where we gave the debut performance of
“Bridge to Wales” with composer Vernon Hopkins singing in the ranks!
We were delighted to enter the studios with pop star Gilbert O’Sullivan and
record a new track together called “Me Mum” which was released for
Mothers Day. A few months later and EMI Records released a new compilation album of re-mastered Treorchy songs called “The Welsh Collection”.
Also the Choir spent a day with Australian TV star Ahn to film a section of
his “world tour”. The comedian had an unforgettable time in our company
at the local Stag Hotel for the fun-filled afternoon of filming!
In August the Choir was fortunate enough to undertake its third tour of
Scotland following an invitation by British rugby charity Wooden Spoon. The
four day visit saw choristers entertain audiences in Galashiels, Berwick Upon
Tweed and at the President’s Suite in Murrayfield Stadium where they were
welcomed by Gavin Hastings. Under the baton of Dr Haydn James, they also
gave an impromptu performance on Edinburgh’s Royal Mile during the
Fringe Festival which drew huge appreciative crowds. The long weekend visit
saw them raise funds for not only Woodenspoon but also the Rowan Boland
Trust in Galashiels where the enthusiastic welcome from the entire town was
a memorable experience to behold. The many kind words published in this
edition speaks for the success of the entire venture.
During the summer the Choir had the honour of launching the Welsh Guards
Veterans’ Associations’ Walk on Wales in aid of those wounded in
Afghanistan. Choristers performed at the opening and closing event of this
special fundraising effort and it is with deep gratitude we publish this edi-
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tion’s Foreword by Lord Guthrie himself. A few days after our involvement in
this wonderful cause we joined international soprano Sian Cothi and the legendary Max Boyce for a splendid open air concert at Chepstow Castle before
an audience of more than a thousand people. Sadly the month will also be
remembered for the loss of our dear friend, Cliff Morgan. The Choir led tributes to the famous sportsman and broadcaster who once quipped he would
have given up all his caps for Wales just to conduct the Treorchy Male Choir!
The year concluded with our Annual Concert featuring Welsh tenor Rhys
Meirion before returning to St David’s Hall for a fabulous Christmas Concert
with international soprano Katherine Jenkins. The Choir was also honoured
to participate in the much-acclaimed Womex Festival at the Wales
Millennium Centre which received huge media coverage as the Treorchy men
brought the entire concert to a dramatic musical conclusion with Cerys
Matthews.
It is deeply gratifying to read so many glowing articles featured in this year’s
Excelsior and on behalf of the Choir may I thank all of our contributors this
year. May Excelsior go from strength to strength and continue to enhance the
reputation of the world-famous Treorchy Male Choir!

CONDUCTOR’S NOTES
by JEFFREY HOWARD
In September 2013 it was my great pleasure to mull over the possibility of
taking over the musical directorship of probably the most famous male voice
choir in the world. But then I found out that Treorchy were looking for a conductor and… I am of course joking! But, since taking over the reigns of THE
most famous male voice choir in the world, I have received great enthusiasm
and encouragement from choristers, choristers' families and from the general
public. The word had gotten around!
I had been the regular accompanist to Penarth Male Choir from the age of 13
and had worked as accompanist with many others including Barry and
Cardiff, not to mention a very last minute dash up to Leicester when I was in
the sixth form to play for, wait for it, Treorchy Male Choir under the direction
of John Cynan Jones. I knew all the repertoire of course, but having only
really played for smaller choirs, I was having to thump the living daylights out
of that school piano - suffice to say that the warranty had probably already
been voided by that point anyway!
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Through student life and then into my professional
career, the male choir tradition has always formed a
huge part, although my only regular playing commitment with this kind of group had been as
accompanist, arranger and assistant MD of Only
Men Aloud, with whom I toured the UK twice, performed on TV many times and worked on two
albums on the Universal label. That chapter of my
life is now over, but I have the great pleasure of
holding the reigns of Treorchy, an illustrious choir with a huge name both home and abroad.
It is a task that doesn't come without it's onus as we
Jeffrey Howard
have a name to live up to. I'm all for men gathering
together to have a good old sing, but when you are putting yourselves 'out
there', there are standards to be maintained and new pastures to explore. I
know that my particular style is somewhat different to many male choir directors, but the sergeant major in me is full of life and hopefully, musicianship
that I can share with the choristers, and ultimately with an audience who
really gets something back from what we do.
My aim is to maintain a broad variety of repertoire which includes the golden
oldies, the stocky Welsh hymns and then also to provide new arrangements
for the choir to sing. Both sides of the musical coin can exist hand in hand,
but the overriding factor for me is the pursuit of musical standards. That's
not to say that we can't enjoy ourselves - the day I stop enjoying it is the day
I stop doing it altogether - but we can sing a simple folksong as perfectly as
an opera chorus.
We have a busy year ahead of us, and I feel that it's been quite busy since taking over in September. I'd rather be busy than not! So on with the
music-making, the whipping the audience up into a frenzy and the sheer
enjoyment of making music together.

ME MUM
By GILBERT O’SULLIVAN
As long as I've been in this business my experience of choirs of any kind is
fairly limited. I of course, truly appreciate the ability and value in what they
present performance wise. I do like using other voices, and have done so on
quite a few of my recordings. This is due in part to my love of musicals and
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the influence they have on my writing. That said, in a television special I
recorded many years ago up in Leeds for Yorkshire TV, I'm reminded that a
certain Choir did a very special version of one of my songs. That Choir of
course were the one and only Treorchy Male Choir!
Anyway, beginning of last year I had written and
recorded a song about mothers (or “Mums” as we
like to call them). I had the idea, bearing in mind
the subject matter, to have a large male choir (and
it had to be male for obvious reasons), to accompany me on the recording. This would not only
benefit the song, but also remove perhaps any element of “tweeness” using only one voice. And who
better for that then the Treorchy!
Gilbert O’Sulivan
So once agreement had been reached (I did worry
with 60 members, would I need a mortgage to pay for it!) off we went, down
to a unique little studio called Acapela in Cardiff. The experience was wonderful for me and I hope in some small way, for all choir members too. Their
voices are magnificent!
My only concern having been told instead of everyone singing at the same
time, it would be done in two stages (tenors first, then basses) was how do
we keep half the choir in a small reception area happy and content, while the
other half perform, and vice versa. Well it was sorted. Sandwiches, tea and
coffee were supplied, not least with help from
the pub across the road.
I'm very proud of the record and it was put out
just in time for Mother’s Day last year receiving
a really good reaction all round, not least airplay. And having filmed it for promotion as
well as the uniqueness of the event, similar to
what I had done when recording a duet with
the late, great Peggy Lee, it now becomes something I will always be able to
view and remember as a memorable and special occasion.
And who knows.... with Mother’s Day coming around every year, we could
all of us be heard praising Mums of the world on a regular basis! I would just
add, as my Mother was born in Port Talbot I feel I have a little bit of Welsh
inside me! So….Y Gorau Iawn! Diolch!
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CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS
by DAVID BEBB
This past year has seen the Choir undergo significant change, from the
uncertainty of not having a full-time Musical Director at the helm, to the
appointment of one of the best in the business. We have been indebted to
people who have helped the Treorchy cause and ensured that we delivered
performances to a consistently high standard.
At the outset of the year we were reliant on Dr Alwyn Humphries to guide
us through several key performances and my utmost thanks, on behalf of
the whole Choir, goes to him and the efforts he made to combine his professional and personal life with that of the necessary commitment to the
Choir. Similarly, our deep appreciation to Dr Haydn James who readily
took up the baton to lead us not only at the memorable engagement in
Chepstow Castle, but also on our tour of Scotland in August. Also, a special thanks to David Hutchings who regularly took us through practices
during that time and attended many concerts including our inaugural trip
to Monaco in February.

At this time, Simon Lovell-Jones took us in several practices and a concert
performance and his assistance is rightly recognised here too. Additionally,
Jennifer Jones returned to our ranks, Connor Fogel and Caradog Roberts
took over accompanist duties when Helen Roberts guided us, not just
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through practices, but in several performances including that of
Marlborough in front of her own family.
Ultimately however, the Choir was seeking a full-time Musical Director, so it
was literally a ‘dream come true’ moment when we were approached by
Jeffrey Howard. Jeff’s musical talents were known by Choir as his name obviously preceded him. Furthermore, he was the accompanist to our massed
choir event in the Royal Albert Hall in 2009 and his beautifully arranged
music is in our repertoire. The prospect of getting him on board as Musical
Director was an extremely exciting one. We have not looked back since.
Members of the Choir comment regularly on the enjoyment of practices
and concert performances. We are being taught how to develop our singing
and our concert performances are getting even better. Jeff’s style is such
that the Choir want to perform for him and be the best that they can.
Rehearsals are delivered with humour, praise and the occasional rebuke if
one of the sections gets something wrong! I firmly believe that Jeff’s acquisition is a major turning point for the Choir and marks another chapter in
our already acclaimed history.
Throughout this year Helen Roberts has remained consistently by our side,
occasionally assisting with the conducting duties and being a constant rock
as our accompanist. Ryan Wood has also stepped in when Jeff has been
unavailable, and again by combining an in-depth knowledge of choral
music, humour and an ability to teach, the Choir has continued to prosper.
The ‘team’ of Jeff and Helen is a strong one and there is no doubt that the
Choir are benefiting as a whole.
The year itself was full of high profile performances, recordings and television
broadcasts. It all began early in January 2013 when we were approached by
Gilbert O’Sullivan to accompany him on an upcoming single entitled ‘Me
Mum’. So, it was off to Acapella Studio where we were put through our paces,
finishing some five hours later. There then followed a television event where
an Australian crew filmed scenes of us singing and acting at the Stag Hotel.
We were then asked to perform at Cardiff City’s home game against
Newcastle and appear at the launch of a charity walk for soldiers in
Afghanistan, covering some 800 miles. No-one in the Choir joined the walk!
But at least we were there upon their return, welcoming them back with
some classic Welsh numbers. An open-air concert with Sian Cothi and Max
Boyce occurred in August and we all kept our fingers crossed that it wouldn’t rain! The year continued with Cerys Matthews and her “Womex” concert
before the season concluded with a Katherine Jenkins Christmas concert.
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Clearly, the Choir continues to attract high-profile events, but the other
concert venues are equally as important as we perform to our audiences,
continually striving to maintain our peak of performance. Once again the
calendar is full for 2014 and we are only too keen to travel the land and
continue the name of the Treorchy Male Choir. There were two mini-tours
in 2013, one being a well-publicised performance for Their Serene
Highnesses Prince Albert II and Princess Charlene of Monaco and another
along the border territories in Scotland. Both were particular highlights of
the year for us, not only due to their locations, but also in the nature of the
responses from the audiences. It would seem that the name of the Treorchy
Male Choir is now firmly stamped on Monaco and Scotland and thanks go
to Mark Thomas and Bob Harris for the respective roles they played in
ensuring our visits to these locations and were treated like millionaires.
Despite the obvious highlights of being a part of the Treorchy Male Choir,
the year was not without its low points, most notably the sad loss of Haydn
Erasmus MBE and Tommy Belmont. Haydn was our last surviving Founder
Member and worked tirelessly for the Choir as a former Chairman and Vice
President while also undertaking the essential role of being a fine mentor
for many new choristers. Tommy will be long remembered in the Choir by
the very many friends he made in such a relatively short period of time. His
dedication to the Choir and the role of Librarian was unwavering and we
will certainly miss his personality in the ranks.
Our performances would not be complete without the assistance of our
many soloists who have helped throughout the year. From within our own
ranks Dean Powell and Ray Daniels have now been joined by Stuart Smith
and the Choir are indebted to the respite that their solo items give us. Once
again though, the Choir has enjoyed the role that Kate Woolveridge, Iona
Jones and Ros Evans has played in our very successful year. Due to the huge
popularity of the Choir, the demands placed upon it continue to require a
significant commitment from the choristers. It was pleasurable to see the
number of new choristers who have joined our ranks,. They are now part
of this wonderful institution and thanks is extended to all for choosing
Treorchy over some very strong competition in the locality.
Last, but not least, a big thank you to our audiences for their continued
support. During the year we have once again filled our venues and attracted
people to both concerts and practices from far a field. As indicated the
Choir has a full programme ahead and tickets are already selling fast. If we
are in your area please make sure you get a ticket, I can guarantee you won’t
regret it!
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AN AWESOME TREORCHY SOUND
By VERNON HOPKINS
As I was born in Pontypridd, the gateway to the Rhondda valleys, one could say
that I was almost spoon fed to the muscular sound of Treorchy Male Choir. I say
muscular for a number of reasons, two of which being their powerful resonating
voices and the fact that back then the vast majority of the Choir regularly exercised their voices by singing to the beat of their mandril picks striking the coalface,
deep underground.
Growing up, Treorchy was the only choir I can remember
my parents and grandparents ever being loyal to. And to this
day I am still in awe of that treacly, coal black name of theirs.
Powerful and defining. Little did I know, and my parents
would have been so thrilled and proud of, that long after
they had passed away, two anthems that I had composed
would be performed by the Choir and reverberate around
the Cardiff City Football ground in front of over 30,000 city
supporters in the stadium and beamed into television sets as
around 4,000,000 viewers gathered around them!

Vernon Hopkins

That was a breathtaking experience I could never have dreamed possible. But the
icing on the cake was that I was invited to join the Choir on the pitch, singing my
two compositions, “The Liberation Hymn” and “Bridge to Wales”. I would say it
was the proudest moment of my musical career and believe me, there have been
many. I sang my heart out, so much so that a number of choristers in my midst
pointed out that they could do with me joining their ranks! What a day!
How did these amazing factors come into being and gloriously explode on a premier division football pitch last October? Well, as I mentioned earlier, my career
has given me many memorable and profound moments over the last 50 years in
show business, far too many to record in this article, so I’ll just mention some
that shone the brightest.
Most significant, was the day my father presented me with a second hand Spanish
guitar on my 16th birthday. It was to sow the seed for all the other remarkable
moments that were to follow as founder member of the rock band The Senators
in 1960. In 1961 I initiated singer Tommy Woodward into the band, later renaming him Tommy Scott. The band eventually became Tom Jones and The Squires
and went to number one with the hit “Its Not Unusual” in 1965.
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The Choir at Cardiff City Stadium

From then on, until 1969 it was one mind blowing rollercoaster of a ride, performing in every major venue throughout the world, including The Albert Hall,
London Palladium, two Royal Command Performances before the Queen and
Prince Philip, and hundreds of major television appearances worldwide. The most
memorable was performing in front of Elvis Presley at the Flamingo Hotel. Las
Vegas in 1968. Afterwards he came backstage for a chat, how thrilling was that!
Once again, my thanks to the men of Treorchy. It was a wonderful day to remember.

ON SONG WITH TREORCHY
By RHYS MEIRION
It was with great pleasure that I recently made my debut performance in the
musical town of Treorchy with one of Wales’s premier choirs. This wasn’t the
first time for me to share the stage with the men of Treorchy Male Choir, having worked together several years ago during one of their rare visits to North
Wales for a performance in Rhyl. It was a delight to perform with them on
that occasion closer to my own territory and certainly equally as delightful to
make the journey “south” for the annual concert in the Park & Dare Theatre.
I am fortunate to enjoy a career that takes me to many parts of the world, but
can honestly say there’s nothing quite like a Welsh audience. To perform in
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Marching on stage at Malborough College Chapel
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the Rhondda was a memorable occasion and I was overwhelmed with the
warm welcome offered by the audience and Treorchy singers alike.
Male voice choirs are an institution that help
maintain the image of Wales as the Land of
Song. I think our concert in Treorchy that
night exemplified that singing is still very
much part of the Welsh psyche and the
enjoyment showed by the audience was testament to that.
Here’s wishing you all a busy and enjoyable
Rhys Meirion and Jeffrey Howard
year ahead under the direction of your new
conductor Jeffrey Howard. I wish you well in the year to come and hope it isn’t
too long before we work together again. Hwyl am y tro!

TREORCHY, WHERE DREAMS COME TRUE
By DEBORA MORGANTE of ROME, ITALY
To the average Italian, both Rhondda Valley and Treorchy could be easily considered as place names from a fantasy novel, but not for me. I fell in love with
Wales at first glance when I was 17 and since then I’ve always wanted to know
as much as I could about its history, music, language and its beautiful people.
When I first visited Treorchy, in June 2013, I immediately
understood that I had found what I was looking for. A little gem in the heart of the Rhondda Valley, surrounded by
soft velvet patches of green, romantic hills and mountains
of terrific beauty that made me think of a time when the
voices of hundreds of men singing on their way back
home after a hard day of work down the mine filled the
air . I wished I could feel the warmth of those people,
listen to their lovely accent, breathe the chilly flavoured Deborah Morgante
air of the valleys. So, to begin with, I got into a shop and
talked to a few women so confidentially that I believed I’d had been living
there my entire life. Isn’t that magic?
This is the home of the greatest male choir in the world and I wished to see
them, talk to them! I found myself accidentally in a coffee shop owned by a
family of Italian immigrants since the second world war. Ordered a cup of tea
and asked a few men sitting there about the choir. They weren’t choristers but
one of them called a friend on the phone to ask him about the choir rehearsals.
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I was lucky. They were rehearsing that evening at the local primary school!
I was thrilled by their warm welcome. I felt as they were all long time friends.
Some members were a bit shy while others approached me with a smile, saying hello or whispering a few words. I believe they were quite proud to have
somebody coming from Rome to see them. Some asked me about the Pope,
but I was sorry to reply I hadn’t been talking to him recently! Anyway, I had
a few nice conversations and got a whole knowledge of their long history,
their most remarkable performances around the world, their way of preparing the songs. I was introduced to a nice man called Gareth who looked
pretty much like a Tony Bennett of the 70s (but I’m sure Gareth sings even
better) and talked to him a lot, then I met the two longest serving choristers: Islwyn Morgan and Norman Martin. I got chills in my spine just thinking
back to the recount of their lives!

Womex, 2013

The question “how do you know about us?” was, of course, inevitable. Well,
I saw them first on Youtube. Being a fan of Tom Jones, I often spend some
time on the internet to see some of his videos, especially form the late 60s
and 70s. There’s an amazing show called “Close up Special” where the TMC
performs the Welsh anthem on the spectacular images of the Rhondda valley
landscape, then a thrilling rendition of “Amazing Grace” with the choir and
Tom Jones singing together. I’ve always enjoyed male voices, their low register, the warmth and richness of the tone that involves all your senses and that
you can feel in your belly.
When I first heard them singing I was so impressed on how so many voices
could be sounding like an only big one. Their pitch was perfect, the tenors
had that elegant falsetto, the basses were solid, the dynamics were sapiently
used for an overall result of great emotional impact. “Cwm Rhonda” was one

Treorchy Male Choir, 2013
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of my favourite songs as well as “Let it be Me”, but the funniest moment was
during the execution of “Nessun Dorma”. Some of the choristers turned
towards me to know if their pronunciation of the Italian lyrics was correct. Of
course it was! You see, Welsh people are advantaged by the fact that they say
the letter “R” like the Italians, while this is not easy for an English Person.
Unfortunately, that was my last night in Wales. My holiday was over. When I
got back home I started feeling that “Hiraeth”, just thinking back to the beautiful time I’d had. Through the reading of the novel “How Green Was My
Valley” by Richard Llewellyn and listening to the TMC music at home I could
imagine myself back in the Rhondda Valley, but at the same time that feeling
grew stronger. I had to go back to Wales and to Treorchy. I had a few days off
in October and caught the chance without thinking twice. There I was again,
driving on the M4 from Bristol Airport, the huge structure of the Severn
Bridge coming closer in front of me while on the radio the song “I’m coming
home” provided the perfect soundtrack to my journey.
I had been so happy when I knew through chorister and choir secretary
Selwyn Jones that there would have been a concert at the Park and Dare
Theatre, Treorchy, on October the 2nd, the first with a new director, Jeffrey
Howard, and with the tenor Rhys Meirion as a special guest. It was an amazing performance with the choir and Rhys Meirion singing alternatively and
then joining together for a great finale and, of course, the Welsh National
Anthem sang by everyone in the audience (me included!). I was almost crying when Dean Powell, from the tenor section went to the microphone to
thank a few people coming from other countries to attend the show; and he
thanked me, Debora Morgante from Rome! And I was so proud to hear my
surname pronounced so perfectly. Maybe there’s something Welsh in it?
After the show we all met at the theatre lounge bar. I sat between Islwyn
Morgan and Norman Martin while other choristers, relatives and friends were
gathering all around with their deserved pint and enjoyed a nice conversation
with all of them. But there was one thing I absolutely had to do: took my
notebook where I kept a selection of very popular Welsh songs and asked
Selwyn and Norman to sing something with me. As we started “Cwm
Rhondda”, other choristers joined and then we also sang “Myfanwy” and I
was so thrilled I thought I’d been dreaming!
There’s no other place like the Rhondda Valley, where you’ll always have the
warmest welcome no matter where you come from, where brotherhood of
men is still alive, where people are simple, friendly, passionate and always
proud, to be Welsh. Thank you all, but especially thank to you, Treorchy
Male Choir!

EXCELSIOR

25

A WONDERFUL NIGHT OF SONG
By KEITH MARSHALL
Growing up in the valleys of Wales immersed me in the pleasure of song. My
father was a top tenor with Tredegar Orpheus Choir and as a family we would
often support him by attending concerts or. Throughout my time in Wales
one choir was always revered and that was Treorchy Male Voice.
Some thirty five years ago I left the valleys to train to be a teacher in the
Midlands and have remained here. My first post was in Birmingham and latterly in Warwick. Imagine my excitement to discover that the most revered of
choirs was singing in nearby Leamington Spa. I purchased tickets and with
my wife went along for an eagerly awaited first live concert with Treorchy.
The programme of the evening left me in awe as the sound from the Choir
resonated through the auditorium and everyone surrendered to its hypnotic
“hwyl”. The sound, rhythm and repertoire of the Choir did not disappoint.
On too many occasions my wife nudged me as I listened open mouthed and
quietly joined in the singing. The interval arrived and before you could say
Grand Slam winners the concert came to a close.
How I managed to complete “Mae Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau” without totally
breaking down I still don't know. The composure of the evening was certainly lost but to be transported back to being a little boy listening to a most
salubrious sound was worth every drop of lacrimal fluid.
Then earlier this year the choir returned again for an encore. The faces were
remembered and the sound remained as sumptuous and velvet as any digital
recording. Throughout the evening I realised that I was again staring at the
exact place in which my father would have stood. I lost my father some years
ago and the performance was made poignant for me. To be taken through so
many and varied emotions was just a wonderful experience.
The Choir truly hold a fine reputation and with a natural decline in choirs
receiving new and younger blood, the sound remains true and harmonic. It
says much about the commitment of a community from years ago to continually recreate passion and emotion in the sound which it can produce. My iPod
holds several albums and I can be reminded of an etherial experience at will.
The strength in depth of the Choir is obvious for all to see and hear. It has
been an absolute privilege to have heard them.
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TOUR OF MONACO
March 1st – March 2nd, 2013
As the Treorchy Male Choir entered its 130th year since the original group
raised their voices in song at a local public house, choristers have been fortunate to sing before some very prestigious individuals. From the early days of
performing for Queen Victoria at Windsor to entertaining Queen Elizabeth II
on numerous occasions since, the Choir has enjoyed over a century of royal
recognition and approval. However in all that time the Treorchy men have not
performed for royalty of other nations, until the wonderful opportunity arose
to undertake its first visit to Monaco.
The invitation came from Mark Thomas, President of the Monaco Welsh
Association who launched the first St David’s Day Dinner in 2012. Mark’s
late father was Richard “Clem” Thomas, the international rugby player who
received 26 caps for Wales, becoming Captain before retirement in 1959.
Clem later became a well-known rugby journalist and author who published
the first history of the British Lions. Clem’s second son Greg Thomas, who
was the media officer for the 2009 British and Irish Lions decided to update
his father’s magnus opus as the Lions were approaching their 125th
Anniversary in 2013. Together the brothers decided that to mark this occasion they would hold a special St David’s Day Dinner, publish an updated
second-edition of the book and invite not only celebrities from film and television, but also a whole host of rugby legends. It was with huge excitement
that the Choir was invited on all-expenses paid visit to the French Riviera to
entertain the audience.
It was a cold wintry evening
that choristers awaited the
arrival of the double-decker
Ferris
coach.
Leaving
Treherbert at 10.45pm the
coach began its long 179mile motorway journey to
Gatwick Airport where they
met
Principal
Guest
Conductor
Dr
Alwyn
Humphreys and Assistant
Conductor David Hutchings.
With Helen Roberts travelWelcoming the royal couple
ling with the choristers from
Wales, it meant that a touring
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party of 67 individuals were united in the departure lounge of the airport for
some pre-flight breakfast and drinks. For the first time on tour the choristers
were all dressed in official Choir uniform of blazer, blue shirt, grey trousers
and tie, to travel to their destination, making a very smart looking outfit of
men. At 7.40am the Easyjet aircraft travelled 866 miles to the southern city
of Nice. It was a quick journey through security, passport control and baggage before all choristers met in the coach parking area and for the next half
an hour they travelled through some beautiful French countryside before
reaching the unmistakable sights of Monaco. This breathtaking scene of luxury homes, sports cars, yachts, sunshine and the harbour, coupled with the
images of the elegant super-rich who walked the boutique-filled streets, left
choristers bewildered by the sights before them.
Since the opening of the first casino, the Principality of Monaco has grown to
become a world-famous recreation centre for the rich and famous. Now a
major banking centre holding over £100billion worth of funds, the state has
no income tax and low business taxes. Monaco also has the world's highest
life expectancy at nearly 90 years and the lowest unemployment rate at 0%
with over 48,000 workers who commute from France and Italy each day. For
the third year in a row, Monaco in 2011 had the world's most expensive real
estate market, at $65,600 per square metre. Monaco has the world's lowest
poverty rate and the highest number of millionaires and billionaires per capita
in the world. Monaco also has the largest police force with 515 officers for
just 35,000 people. On reaching the Principality, which borders France on
three sides and the Mediterranean Sea on the other, choristers became very
much aware of how small the area actually is. Monaco has a coastline of
4.1km and the width varies from 1.7km to 349 metres – making it the second smallest and the most densely populated country in the world. Dropping
down into the harbour area below the slopes of Mont Agel towards the most
populated “Quartier” of Monte Carlo, choristers viewed Port Hercules before
travelling through the narrow streets to reach the Novotel Hotel on Boulevard
Princesse Charlotte by 12noon.
Literally within minutes of reaching the hotel choristers were delighted to
meet Welsh film star of such hits as “Twin Town” and “Notting Hill”, Rhys
Ifans who was also staying there. Following plenty of banter and laughter
Rhys was seen departing for his hotel room wearing a Choir tie, donated by
chorister Ian Reynolds no less! With such a celebrity welcome to the
Principality, choristers walked downhill to Casino de Paris, following the
streets made famous since the 1950s of the annual Monaco Grand Prix. As
the singers descended along Avenue Sant-Michel, crossing Avenue de la
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Costa, they reached Allees des
Boulingrins with its beautiful fountain and gardens. It was at this point
that the choristers were surrounded
by three of Monte Carlo’s most
famous buildings, Le Grand Casino
de Monte Carlo, Brasserie le Café de
Paris and the Hotel de Paris - just
names from Ian Fleming spy novels
to many until now! It was at this
point that Choir Secretary Selwyn
Jones met with Mark Thomas in the
Rhys Ifans and Stuart Smith
foyer of the Hotel de Paris and with
other chorister in tow was introduced to Welsh entrepreneur Wain Powell.
The flamboyant individual took the Treorchy men to his heart and whisked
30 choristers to the Café de Paris where he gave them the most lavish of
Monaco welcomes. Free drinks were filling the long banquet-table before
orders were made for expensive fillet steaks for all. His incredible kindness
and generosity was rewarded with impromptu Welsh choruses, much to the
delight of the waiters and fellow diners who applauded loudly over dinner.
At 6pm the choristers walked to the Hotel de Paris. Exemplifying the privileged aura of this remarkable place the choristers were breathtaken by the
majestic lobby with is sculptures, marble colonnades and crystal chandeliers.
This memorable destination is a five-star luxury hotel and a listed historical
site since the end of the 19th century. Opened in 1863 by Charles III this
venue hosts prestigious galas and receptions. With restaurants of international renown, notably Le Louis XV-Alain Ducasse and Le Grill, the Hôtel de
Paris Monte-Carlo is
recognised as a temple
of gourmet cuisine. Its
wine cellars are among
the finest in the world,
home
to
almost
600,000 bottles and a
treasure trove in itself.
Walking through the
beautiful rooms and
corridors, the choristers
stood aghast at the site
Princess Charlene, Prince Albert II and Dame Shirley Bassey
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The choir with Gareth Edwards at the Hotel de Paris
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of the Salle Empire banqueting room where they were to perform that evening.
This palace-like room with its gold ornamental ceiling, masterpieces adoring the
walls, archways, crystal chandeliers and breath-taking terrace overlooking the
harbour was simply wondrous. Standing in such opulent surroundings, choristers were left with a sense of nervousness and bewilderment of what would face
them that evening. The twenty or more dining tables were prepared for the
celebrity audience, complete with a Treorchy Male Choir programme alongside
the menu and complimentary bottles of spirits, chocolates and gifts. The menu
for the evening included marinated salmon “gravelax” style, celery root and
green apple, blinis and sour cream followed by the main course of a shoulder
of preserved lamb with spring vegetables. The third course was a rhubarb crumble or strawberry sorbet and home made delicacies and chocolates. A total of
200 diners were expected to attend the prestigious event.
Following a brief rehearsal choristers were free to relax in their own anteroom, surrounded by polished wood walls, where drinks were served all
evening. A free meal was prepared in a staff dining room on the upper floor
of the hotel before the choristers settled into their surroundings and awaited
the first performance of the evening. At 6.45pm, amid huge excitement, the
Choir was ushered to the foyer of the Hotel de Paris and stood in position on
the majestic marble staircase. Everyone awaited the arrival of the special
guests for the evening, the paparazzi were lined up, cameras pointed and at
the ready. Then amid a flurry of flashing cameras the main doors of the Hotel
de Paris opened and Mark Thomas welcomed Their Serene Highnesses Prince
Albert II of Monaco and his wife, Princess Charlene. At that moment Dr
Humphreys led the Choir into a tremendous performance of “Men of
Harlech” which clearly left the Royal Couple spellbound by the wall of sound
that greeted them. Their Serene Highnesses were invited to meet Dr
Humphreys where they heaped
praise on the Choir’s performance
and
stood
for
photographs with the Choir as a
perfect backdrop. The Prince,
who is a close friend of Mark
Thomas and regularly visits the
UK to watch various rugby internationals, sported a bright
Welsh dragon tie, much to the
amusement of the Welshmen
who greeted him.
Meeting the Prince and Princess
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Monaco is a principality governed under a form of constitutional monarchy,
with Prince Albert II as head of state. Even though Prince Albert II is a constitutional monarch, he still has immense political power. The House of
Grimaldi have ruled Monaco, with brief interruptions, since 1297. Albert II
(Albert Alexandre Louis Pierre Grimaldi; born 14 March 1958) is the son of
the late Rainier III, Prince of Monaco, and the American actress Grace Kelly.
His sisters are Caroline, Princess of Hanover, heiress presumptive to the
Crown, and Princess Stéphanie of Monaco. In July 2011, Prince Albert married Charlene Wittstock, the famous South African Olympian. The Prince’s
involvement in the proceedings was more than just due to his interest in the
sport of rugby. It was also a fundraising opportunity for the Princess Charlene
Foundation which supports children across the world. With their departure
to the Salle Empire choristers were ushered back to the ante-room, relaxing
in the atmosphere of this special evening. A host of rugby internationals
passed them on their way to the ballroom, most stopping to talk, sign programmes and have photographs taken. At one point the corridor went deathly
quiet as the unmistakable image of Dame Shirley Bassey walked passed the
choristers. Suddenly the “girl from Tiger Bay” stopped, turned, smiled and
shouted, “Well, is anyone going to say hello to Shirley?” Amid roars of laughter the choristers duly obliged and gave her a typically warm Welsh welcome!
At 7pm the choristers lined up wearing
their tuxedos and a daffodil on their lapel
and marched two abreast into the Salle
Empire. They mounted the two-tier stage
adjacent to a beautiful grand piano and
surveyed the scene before them. To the
left stood Dame Shirley with her guests,
other celebrities including Rhys Ifans in
the distance, alongside his friend Kevin
Allen, the director of the “Twin Town”
Gary Horgan and Dame Shirley Bassey (and uncle of Lilly Allen). To the right
stood an array of rugby legends waiting
patiently for the first note to be performed. The elegance of the evening, the
sheer wealth, fame and luxury of the room and its inhabitants all created an
almost intoxicating atmosphere. Some of the included Gareth Edwards, JPR
Williams, Ieuan Evans, Bob Norster, Peter Winterbottom, Mike Hall and
Scott Gibbs (who proposed to his girlfriend at the dinner). Also celebrating
the Welsh Patron Saint’s Day was Welsh artist Andrew Vicari along with head
of Easyjet airlines Sir Stelios Haji-Ioannou and the father of Formula 1
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Champion Jenson Button. However, it was the tremendous performances by
the Treorchy Male Choir that was judged the highlight of the entire evening.
Principal Guest Conductor Dr Alwyn Humphreys and pianist Helen Roberts
led the large Choir through a vast repertoire of popular tunes, operatic arias
and Welsh favourites that caused thunderous applause from the rich and
famous.
The Choir gave a varied
repertoire of songs, with
Dame Shirley giving the
loudest response of all
with constant “Bravos!”
from
her
table.
Choristers spent the
next two hours in their
ante-room, enjoying the
many boxes of local
beer which was shipped
to them. The guests
Dean Powell and Prince Albert II
were treated to plenty of
entertainment
also,
including an auction which raised tens of thousands of pounds and a question and answer session with Gareth Edwards and Ieuan Evans. However, one
of the other highlights of the evening was a presentation of Dylan Thomas’s
Under Milkwood by Rhys Ifans himself, sporting the Treorchy Male Choir tie.
At 9.30pm the Choir was again called upon and once more marched onto the
stage, this time to rapturous applause from the well-refreshed diners. Stood
to attention, eyes fixed firmly on their Musical Director, the Choir began this
short pre-dessert performance with a beautiful performance of “Calon Lan”.
The song was exquisite and set the tone for the splendid music that was in
store. As always “Myfanwy” received a typically enthusiastic response from
the many Welsh people who attended the dinner. It was also another lovely
rendition of “Let It Be Me” which Dr Humphreys conducted with such brilliance that received another loud applause. However, nothing prepared the
Choir – let alone the soloist - for the response to the final item of this selection of music. The Choir’s Master of Ceremonies Dean Powell addressed the
audience with a respectful welcome to Their Serene Highnesses and celebrity
guests, explaining the significance of “Unwaith Eto’n Nghymru Annwyl” and
how it was regarded as the song of the Welsh exiles and dedicated to all those
in the audience who no longer lived in their homeland. Ultimately the
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response to this performance displayed how well it was sung because Their
Serene Highnesses, Dame Shirley Bassey and the entire Salle Empire ballroom
rose to their feet in a thunderous standing ovation with Rhys Ifans in particularly cheering and shouting loudly from his table. It certainly was a
momentous occasion for the entire Choir as they left the stage someone awestruck by the appreciation of their singing. Somewhat teary eyed they
returned to their room, filled with excitement and a true sense of adrenalin
coursing through the veins – determined to give a magnificent final performance that evening. As 11pm approached they were ushered once more into
the majestic surroundings and once again the response was overwhelming.
Dean interspersed the programme with several introductions of pieces, relating to Welsh culture, the enthusiasm for rugby and the choruses often heard
from the terraces of many a sporting stadium whenever Wales play their
national game! Clearly this was welcomed by the rugby fraternity in the room,
with many singing along to favourites such as “Cwm Rhondda” and “Sospan
Fach”, including Rhys Ifans
whose arm swaying enthusiasm,
along with Dame Shirley’s constant shouting of “Bravo!” made
the evening all the more surreal
for the Treorchy men. “Sospan
Fach” is a firm favourite of the
Prince’s and it was noticed how
he sang along to the item. Also
“Nessun Dorma” and “We’ll
Keep a Welcome”, which saw
another standing ovation,
brought many an audience
Selwyn Jones and Princess Charlene
member to tears, not least of
which Dame Shirley herself. The Choir’s new friend, Wain Powell, also infiltrated the ranks and sang alongside choristers on stage!
At this juncture Dean explained that this was one of the most unforgettable
events in the lives of all those on stage, adding this was probably the most
prestigious engagement the Treorchy Male Choir had undertaken in a generation. He went on to explain that the opportunity to perform in Monaco had
come due to the kindness of one man, Mark Thomas. Amid rapturous
applause (particularly from the Prince), it was announced that Mr Thomas
was to be made a recipient of Honorary Membership of the Treorchy Male
Choir. Clearly taken aback by this generous presentation, Mark Thomas rose
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to accept a Choir plaque from Secretary Selwyn Jones, deeply moved by the
gesture. As the audience calmed from the surprise announcement, a second
was given! Dean went on to explain that Honorary Membership of the Choir
was also to be bestowed on someone else in the audience, His Serene
Highness Prince Albert II of Monaco no less! Amid a standing ovation he
walked forward to receive the Choir plaque from Dr Alwyn Humphreys,
delighted and overwhelmed with the honour.
On settling back into their seats the Choir concluded the evening’s performance with the Welsh National Anthem, sung with such spirit from the
thrilled audience on that spectacular night. Choristers marched from the
stage to the terrace entrance of the Salle Empire ballroom to enjoy a free bar
for the remainder of the evening. However, many enjoyed the opportunity of
meeting their rugby and entertainment heroes, all of whom generously
stopped to applaud the choristers on a remarkable performance. Dame
Shirley Bassey was probably
the
most
photographed guest of
them all. She stood and
talked at length with the
choristers about various
concerts where they
had seen her perform.
Others
had
programmes signed and
reminisced on highlights of her career. She
was the most gracious
Prince Albert II with the Choir shield on show at the Palais
of guests, readily meeting and greeting each of the singers – even Stuart Smith who inadvertently
stood on her foot as a photograph was taken! Similarly Rhys Ifans and Kevin
Allen were called upon for photographs and autographs while Mark
Thomas’s brother Greg and sister Caroline filmed the proceedings, calling on
members of the audience and Choir to give interviews to the camera.The
hours passed by in a state of absolute euphoria. Copies of the large tome celebrating the 125th Anniversary of the British Lions was presented to every
chorister. Spirits, beer, champagne flowed until the early hours and the party
atmosphere prevailed throughout. Choristers remained on the very best of
behaviour, enjoying the opportunity to talk with members of the audience
and revel in the success of their performance. It was in this atmosphere that
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the evening turned into early morning and finally the guests began to disperse, leaving a largely Welsh contingency of celebrities and choristers in the
ballroom until almost 2am. Eventually they returned to their hotels with the
last of the choristers joining Rhys Ifans on uphill struggle to the hotel where
he duly marched to the reception and said there was an “international emergency” and the bar had to be opened! Fortunately, the staff refused and the
revellers soon went to their bedrooms.
At 7am after only a few hours sleep, the Treorchy party met for breakfast and
began to load their luggage onto the two coaches outside the Novotel. Finally
the coaches left the French Riviera and returned to Nice International Airport.
Choristers chatted endlessly all of the way, reminiscing about the incredible
evening they had witnessed. The flight departed at 11.30am and 1hour
35minutes later they arrived at Gatwick Airport. On the long journey the
“Clec Committee”, which famously lists errors and blunders by choristers,
announced the awards of the trip
Mention in Dispatches
Tom Belmont
Asked Ceri Warren to hold his boarding card as he used
the toilet, but Ceri walked through security and passport
with it.
Gareth Evans
Turned up late for rehearsal
Martin Wilkins Thought a club sandwich in the hotel would cost £2 at
2am. When it arrived and cost £12 he refused to pay for it.
David Birch
Disappointed the free bar didn’t have orange juice!
Ceri Rees
Was in a blind panic that he had lost his bag, but it was on
his shoulder
Daryl Stacey
Pushed Dean through security and the alarm went off.
Daryl said Dean had some metal in his legs which was due
to the alarm. The security said it may have something to do
with the metallic wheelchair he was sitting in at the time!
Gerald EmmanuelBought a £7.99 bottle of brandy in Duty Free which actually cost £25.00 so he left it there!
Roger Watkins Blew a candle out in the hotel and the wax splashed all
over his face and dinner jacket
Dean’s Group
Islwyn, Reg, Mark and Dean were stood outside the
Novotel in their tuxedos waiting for a taxi. A car pulled up
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with American tourists who though the foursome were
concierge and asked them to help with their baggage!

Bronze
Paul Evans

Silver
John Weaver

Had a Winchester bullet from Denver on his key ring
which was confiscated at security in Nice airport.

When Passport Control in Gatwick asked him where he
was going he said “Morroco”

Gold
Dean Powell

On meeting the Prince he was unsure of protocol so immediately bowed. Then he met Scott Gibbs and reminisced
about their schooldays but Scott denied he went to that
school – which he did!
It was a long and weary journey on the coach for the next few hours with
many catching up on some much-needed sleep before eventually reaching
the seaside town of Weston-Super-Mare. It was there that the Choir was to
perform another concert that evening to a capacity audience in the Playhouse
Theatre. Such is the popularity of the Choir! The performance in Monaco was
undoubtedly one of the most remarkable concerts ever undertaken in the living memory of the Treorchy Male Choir. The make-up of the Royal Audience
made it an incredibly prestigious event, coupled with the breathtaking venue
and the generosity of the people of Monte Carlo. Such an event will remain
unforgettable for those who attended. As for the Treorchy Male Choir and
their momentous performance? They were deservedly treated like superstars.

TREORCHY REMEMBERS INTERNET PIONEER
by RHODRI JOHNS
On July 25th 2013 a Blue Plaque was unveiled at Treorchy Library to commemorate the contribution that Donald Watts Davies had made to Computer
Science and to the Internet. As well as local dignitaries, the event was
attended by representatives from the British computing community and
many members of the extended Davies family. While the main event of the
day had been the Blue Plaque unveiling and associated social events, Selwyn
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Jones, had invited family members to attend the Treorchy Male Choir
rehearsal later that afternoon.
The story of Donald Watts Davies is a remarkable one
with his achievements perhaps only fully appreciated
by computer ‘buffs’. The Blue Plaque unveiling was an
opportunity to appreciate his contributions to the
information and communications revolution of the
20th and 21st century, to understand the history of
his early formative years and to provide the attendees
with some history of the Davies family in Treorchy.
Donald Davies’ father, John Watts Davies was the son
of Griffith Davies, originally from West Wales, who
had arrived in Treorchy in the 1890s to work in the Donald Watts Davies
mines. Griffith Davies and his wife Margaret Ann had
four children, Benjamin (my grandfather,) Joshua, John and Annie. They were
active members of the community and members of the Noddfa Chapel, participated in local orchestras and, in John Davies’ case, the Treorchy Male
Choir (in about 1920)
During the latter part of WWI, John Davies, while posted to Portsmouth, met
and married Hilda Stebbens. They had subsequently settled in Treorchy where
John was employed as a clerk in a coal mine. Donald Watts Davies, born on
June 7th 1924 in 102 Dumfries Street, was a second twin of an undiagnosed
twin pregnancy. His sister Marion had been born safely when the doctor pronounced that another baby was on its way. Donald's birth was difficult and he
was declared stillborn by the doctor. The doctor declared ‘one is enough’.
However his Mamgu, Margaret Anne Davies, saw signs of life and revived him.
Baby Donald was so small he could be held in the palm of one hand.
A year later Donald’s father John Davies tragically died following an attack of
gastro enteritis and Hilda and the twins returned to her home town of
Portsmouth. Donald and his sister Marion were raised by Hilda, who worked
in the post office, and were brilliant students with Donald excelling in maths
and physics and Marion becoming a classics scholar. Throughout Donald’s
life, close ties were maintained with the Davies family from Treorchy and
many summer holidays were spent in Wales during Donald’s youth.
Following WWII and after completing first class degrees in Physics and Maths
at Imperial College, Donald started what was to be a stellar career at the
National Physical Laboratory, initially under the guidance of the famous Alan
Turing. At NPL in 1950 Donald helped build one of the world’s first comput-
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ers, the Pilot Ace - now in the Science Museum, London. However it was in
the 1960s, for his invention of packet-switching that he will be remembered.
The invention of packet switching circuits, that work rather like digital telegraph systems by splitting files up into small independent units called
‘packets’, enabled computers to talk to each other efficiently, and is recognised as the foundation technology for modern digital communications
including the Internet.
While recognised during his
career in the UK for his achievements (he was awarded a CBE
and elected a Fellow of the Royal
Society), it was only when the
Internet appeared in the 1990s
that the full impact of Donald
Davies’s invention was appreciated by a wider audience. As
Dr. Haydn with Mr. Davies’ family
well as his achievements in the
field of computer science he was
also instrumental in setting up security systems for banks and played a significant role in the development of smart cards.
Donald Davies passed away in 2000 but his achievements continued to be recognised with his inductions into the US inventors Hall of Fame and the Internet
Hall of Fame. Marion Shackleton, Donald’s twin sister, now 89, had travelled
down from Leeds for the Blue Plaque ceremony. His son Michael Davies, a documentary film producer, and his family had travelled up from the West Country
and his daughter Sarah had also travelled a long distance for the event.
The unveiling event proceeded perfectly with fine weather and Councillor
John Watts presiding. Following the unveiling some time was spent in the
Lion Inn, for refreshments, before making our way to the Primary School
where the Treorchy Male Choir were preparing to rehearse. Donald’s twin sister Marion, son Michael and his wife Fiona and three sons Jack, Ben and Max,
and several members of the family, including my sister Gwyneth, from West
Wales had stayed on to attend the rehearsal.
The rehearsal turned out to be a perfect finale to a perfect day for the Davies
family. There was a reconnection as Donald Davies’ father had sung in the
same Choir in about 1920. The family members, especially those from
England whom had never heard a Male Voice Choir in full voice before (espe-
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cially in such close proximity!) were enthusiastically impressed. Famous
numbers such as “Myfanwy” (my sister shed a tear or two) and “Unwaith
Eto’n Nghymru Annwyl” (one of my favourites) plucked the emotional heart
strings. Donald’s sister Marion had a smile on her face throughout and commented how wonderful it was to see a choir in their working clothes!
Dr Haydn James, the conductor, was very entertaining and kept the choir
firmly under control, and the Davies family entertained, throughout. After the
rehearsal the Davies family were pleased to meet and chat with Haydn and
members of the Choir. The choir’s performance rounded off our day more
perfectly than we could have expected’. Michael Davies later told me ‘it was
a unique and beautiful end to a very special day.’
We would like to thank the choir for providing such a perfect finale for what
was a very memorable day for the Davies family and a perfect commemoration for one of Treorchy’s famous sons - Donald Watts Davies.

IN MEMORIAM
DAVID HAYDN ERASMUS B.E.M.

Beloved husband of Jean
and much-loved father of Julia; devoted grandfather to Louise
loving great-grandfather to Daniel, Athena and Theo
FOUNDER MEMBER, LIFE MEMBER & VICE PRESIDENT OF
TREORCHY MALE CHOIR
Born 27th April 1919
Passed away 8th April 2013
Aged 93 years
Treorchy Male Choir was deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Haydn
Erasmus, its only surviving founder and pre-war member. Haydn’s contribution to the Treorchy Male Choir over seven decades was unsurpassed as he
performed the duties of Committee Member and Chairman before becoming
a Vice President of the organisation.
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Haydn was the last surviving chorister who attended the first rehearsal of the
re-formed Treorchy Male Choir on October 16th 1946, and was instrumental
in developing the organisation in its early days. He was one of only forty young
men who attended the first rehearsal that featured mainly former servicemen,
demobbed following World War II. Together they appointed a Conductor,
Accompanist and Management Committee that saw the transformation of this
group of raw musical recruits into an internationally famous Choir.
In fact, Haydn was a member of the Choir before it disbanded in 1943, and
remained a faithful member of the First Bass section throughout his singing
career. During his lengthy membership he witnessed the Choir’s unparalleled
competition success at the National Eisteddfod, appeared in over 1,500 concerts, recordings, broadcasts, Royal performances and undertook tours to
Switzerland, Strasbourg, Canada and Australia. Haydn rarely missed a concert
and was a stalwart member of his section, becoming a dependable, conscientious mentor to many new choristers.
He was an admired Committee Member from 1961 to 1966 and again from
1977 to 1987 and performed the role of Chairman twice from 1967 to 1973
and 1989 to 1991, guiding the administrative management of the Choir with
sheer professionalism and fair play. In this role he presented Life Membership
o the Choir to Sir Tom Jones following one of the Choir’s many television programmes with him. During his tenure he became a Long Service Member,
Life Member and a Fifty Year Member in 1996. In recognition of his outstanding contribution to the Choir he was appointed Vice President in 2007.
Haydn was the epitomy of a Rhondda man. He was one of six children born to
the Erasmus family in Regent Street, Treorchy and left school to work in the
thriving coal industry whilst in his early teens. Haydn worked mainly at the
nearby Fernhill Colliery before spending the greater part of his working life at the
EMI Factory in Treorchy. It was due to his employment there that he received
the British Empire Medal for Services to Industry in the Queens Honours List.
Haydn’s other passion was the local Boys’ Club, run by his father. Haydn was
a diligent voluntary worker for the movement during its heyday and developed a love of tennis and basketball. However his greatest love would come
at one of the Club Dances when he met Jean, who became his wife in 1957,
and together they had a daughter, Julia whom he adored.
Although a quiet and reserved man, family, friendship and camaraderie in the ranks
of the Choir were an important part of Haydn’s life. His spare time was usually spent
socialising with a close group of friends at the Stag Hotel, Treorchy. He enjoyed a
great love of music, walking and reading, along with a particular fondness for cats.
Haydn Erasmus will be long remembered by us all.

Treorchy Male Choir, 2013
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JUNIOR MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR 2013
A whole host of inspiring
musical
children
from
throughout the Rhondda
gave the performance of their
young lives at the Grand
Final of the Treorchy Male
Choir Junior Musician of the
Year Competition 2013. A
total of 19 children took to
the stage at Treorchy
Sophie Evans and Roy Noble with the winners
Comprehensive School hall
before a packed audience of 600. Attended by West End star Sophie Evans,
Mayor of Rhondda Cynon Taf Cllr Doug Williams and BBC presenter Roy
Noble OBE, the performers sang or played instruments to the packed crowd.
The winner of the Singing Category was Mia Edwards of Ton Pentre Junior
School and the winner of the Instrumentalist Category was Megan Gillard of
Parc Primary School in Cwmparc. Now celebrating its eighth year, a total of 20
primary and junior schools in the two valleys entered the competition whose
patron is Welsh bass-baritone Bryn
Terfel MBE. The competition is
funded by a variety of local businesses, supporters and Choir.
Over the past three months hundreds of schoolchildren have
auditioned in a series of preliminary
heats, judged by members of the
Treorchy Male Choir. Two further
Semi Finals were held in Porth
The finalists of the competition
County Comprehensive School and
Tonypandy Community College.
The finalists received a certificate, trophy and tickets for themselves and an
adult to see “Hairspray” at the Wales Millennium Centre in August. The two
winning finalists of one singer and one instrumentalist each received £200
prize money, a trophy and the Treorchy Male Choir Trophy to be retained by
their school for one year. They also shared the stage with the Treorchy Male
Choir at the Park & Dare Theatre on Good Friday. The evening was particularly memorable as the Choir performed three items under the conductorship
of Helen Roberts who was accompanied by Connor Fogal.
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CHORISTERS CELEBRATED FOR SERVICE
Treorchy choristers were celebrated for their dedication to the organisation at
this year’s Annual General Meeting. Every year the Choir congratulates those
members who have reached 21 years service by presenting them with framed
Long Service Membership Certificates. Similarly, anyone who reaches 35
years in the ranks is now award Life Membership of the Choir.

Robert Hopkins, David Bebb, Daryl Stacey and Dilwyn Llewellyn

At the meeting in March veteran choristers Daryl Stacey, who joined the First
Bass section and Dillwyn Llewellyn who joined the First Tenor section in
1978 were presented with Life Membership. Long Service Membership was
presented to Robert Hopkins who joined the Second Bass section in 1992.

SOPRANO CELEBRATES HONORARY MEMBERSHIP
At the rehearsal room Chairman David Bebb welcomed Elvira Henry of
Ystradgynlais. In addressing the Choir and Miss Henry, David said: "During the
past few years the Choir has recognised individual ladies who have contributed
greatly to our success. Honorary Lady Membership has been presented to former soloists, accompanists and supporters. However, one such individual
appears to have gone unrecognised for far too long. That lady is Elvira Henry.
“It was only by sheer luck... that a lady who attended a concert in
Shrewsbury explained that she was Miss Henry's niece and that our special
guest this evening was living in Ystradgynlais and still have a great respect and
interest in the Choir. In fact earlier this year she celebrated her 90th birthday
and it was the intention of a group of choristers to visit her home and wish
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her a "happy birthday" in song. Sadly,
adverse weather made this impossible
which is why tonight is a double celebration for not only do we offer Miss
Henry a belated birthday greeting,
but also remember the contribution
she has made to the Treorchy Male
Choir.

"Elvira Henry came from Treherbert
and was taught music through
Sunday School classes at her local
chapel. By the time she reached her
David Bebb and Elvira Henry
teenage years it was obvious that she
possessed a beautiful soprano voice,
making her very much in demand for public performances. In 1962 she
was noticed by John Haydn Davies, Conductor of the Treorchy Male Choir
and invited to appear with them at a concert in Caerphilly on May 1st. So
the relationship between the Choir and the young soprano began and continued in this vein for the next six years during which time she enchanted
audiences throughout Wales and beyond its borders. She appeared in a
total of fifteen concerts with the Choir over the coming years, mostly held
in the South Wales area and was a firm favourite with audience and Choir
alike.
"She retired not long afterwards and moved to the Swansea Valley where she
currently resides. In 2010 she made a welcomed return to the Treorchy Male
Choir by attending the unveiling of a Blue Plaque in honour of the organisation at the Red Cow Hotel where it was first formed in 1883. Since then she
has remained in close contact with the Choir and has also made several financial donations to our organisation for which we are very grateful. Therefore
on behalf of the Treorchy Male Choir it gives me great pleasure to present
Honorary Lady Membership to Miss Elvira Henry.”
Amid rapturous applause Miss Henry walked through the Choir to receive her
certificate. To the delight of all concerned this very lively individual then proceeded to conduct a performance of “Calon Lan” before giving an impressive
rendition of a monologue, much to everyone’s absolute delight and admiration.
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IN MEMORIAM
THOMAS BELMONT

Of Olive Terrace, Trebanog
Born March 21st 1957; Died June 14th 2013
Beloved husband of Beverley
Devoted father of Andrew, Kevin, Damian and Darren
and father-in-law of Claire, Collette, Sian and Rebecca
Loving grandfather of Jordan, Ellie-May, Kirk, Keenan, Haylo, Talia, Ieuan
Much-loved brother of Heather and Roslyn
Faithful Member of Treorchy Male Choir
Treorchy Male Choir was deeply shocked and saddened by the death of
Thomas “Tommy” Belmont. Although he had been unwell for a short period
of time, they all regarded Tommy as one of life’s fighters who would undoubtedly overcome his illness. Sadly this was not to be, which made his sudden
passing all the more of a tragedy when choristers were informed.
Although Tommy had only been a member of the Choir for five years, he had
certainly made an impact due to his forthright manner and strength of conviction to always speak his mind while also possessing a wonderful sense of
humour which endeared him to many. Tommy made many close friends in
the ranks of the Treorchy Choir and his passing will certainly leave a place difficult to fill.
Tommy loved every aspect of Choir life. He and his family were so proud
when he sang at the Royal Albert Hall in London in 2008. Tommy was a dedicated member of the First Bass section who enjoyed the wonderful
opportunity of travelling across Australia and New Zealand shortly after
becoming a chorister. During that three week trip he stood alongside his
friends to perform in some wonderful venues including Perth, Melbourne,
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Brisbane, Adelaide, Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and at the magnificent Sydney Opera House. Last year he performed in Berlin whilst this year
he sang at the St David’s Day dinner of the Monaco Welsh Society at the
Hotel de Paris Monte Carlo in front of the Prince and Princess of Monaco and
other distinguished guests.
During the last year of his life Tom became the Choir’s Librarian, assisting in
any way possible with the musical organisation. He rarely missed a concert
throughout the British Isles and also endeavoured to attend performances at
smaller engagements such as weddings and corporate events.
Tom was born to Thomas Joseph and Megan Belmont in Danycoed, Ystrad.
He was one of six children and was educated at Bodringallt School. During
his working life he undertook a vast amount of different jobs from labouring
to driving. It was whilst working on an ice cream van that he met the love of
his life, Beverley and they were married in 1976. The loving couple had four
sons and this close knit family also produced a further seven grandchildren
of which Tom was immensely proud. Aside from his family and the Choir he
also spent time with his much-loved horses, Beauty and Bob and enjoyed his
life in the surrounding community.
Tommy will be remembered as a loving husband, father and grandfather and
a devoted chorister whose humour who will be sadly missed by all those who
had the distinct pleasure of knowing him.

TOUR OF SCOTLAND
August 8th – August 11th, 2014
Treorchy Male Choir has been fortunate to have toured many countries
throughout the world and whilst those journeys have taken them tens of thousands of miles, others have been a little closer to home but nonetheless just as
enjoyable. Those early choristers to undertook the first tour of Scotland in
1954 forged friendships that lasted a lifetime. However it was another forty
eight years before the Choir ventured north of the border when they toured
Scotland again in 2002. With great excitement that the Choir learned of the
possibility of a third tour to the Highlands in 2013 thanks to Honorary
Member Robert Harris, the Development Director for the Wales Wooden
Spoon rugby charity. Thanks to Bob's efforts and the incredible support of the
Scottish National Executive of Wooden Spoon the Choir was invited to undertake a four-day tour to help raise funds for this wonderful cause.
On Thursday August 8th the single Edwards Coach transported fifty three
choristers and accompanist Helen Roberts northwards. With plenty of fun,
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chatter excitement and enjoyment on board, the bus journey seemed to fly as
choristers looked forward to all that the weekend has in store. As the hours
passed the choristers grew restless and by 1pm reached Warrington and a
very convenient Wetherspoons pub called The Friar Penketh. The second half
of the trip was filled with fun as choristers enjoyed a quiz, bingo and at 6pm,
choristers reached the pretty little borders town of Galashiels and reached
their destination, the Jean Muir Student Village. Choristers were allocated a
room each in this brand-new student accommodation which far surpassed
everyone's expectations.
With only an hour to spare, the choristers gathered in the main foyer of the
building dressed in a new piece of Choir attire, a lovely red touring polo shirt
courtesy of Wooden Spoon themselves. Here they were greeted by Guest
Conductor for the weekend, Treorchy’s good friend, Dr Haydn James who
had flown from London. On boarding the bus they took only a few minutes
to travel through Galashiels and reach the Volunteer Hall. Almost 300 men
were sat for dinner in the Volunteer Hall, including a whole host of Scottish
football legends including Finlay Calder, Johnny Gray and Jim Leishman
who, along with Burma-born John Htet Khin, performed the duties of guest
speakers during the evening.

Volunteer Hall, Galashiels

The choristers were delighted to meet members of the Galashiels Pipe Band
who, following the orders of Master of Ceremonies Morris Manson, led the
Treorchy men into the banqueting hall where they were greeted with a rousing standing ovation from the other guests. Choristers were treated to a
delicious three course meal and free drinks, served by waiters at the table.
Quite literally the choristers were treated as the main guests of honour at this
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special fundraising event for the Rowan Boland Memorial Trust which not
only boasted some fine guest speakers, but also an auction in aid of the cause.
Following dinner Dr Haydn James led his musical troops, accompanied by
Helen Roberts on the piano, through a short group of songs much to the
delight of the packed hall
On Friday morning, following, a very heart breakfast, the singers left
Galashiels at 10.30am on an hour-long journey to the capital city. The beautiful architecture and outstanding natural beauty of Edinburgh never fails to
impressive first-timers or frequent visitors to the area and as the bus drove
through the city under the shadow of the breathtaking castle, choristers
enjoyed the opportunity to view the many landmarks once more. Edinburgh
was a hive of activity as literally tens of thousands of people were packing the
already bus streets to enjoy the annual Fringe Festival. The coach crawled
through the heavy traffic along Princes's street before crossing the Waverley
Bridge and snaking its way uphill to the Royal Mile. Choristers walked
through the crowds of festival-goers before finding an empty street corner. It
was here unofficially the Treorchy Male Choir performed at the Edinburgh
Fringe Festival for the very first time! Although only two songs were performed before Dr James was reminded that the Choir was not registered to
sing (!), crowds of people gathered to hear “Men of Harlech” and
“Gwahoddiad”. With the sound of enthusiastic cheers and applause ringing
in the ears, the choristers split into groups and spent the remainder of the
day exploring Edinburgh.
At 5pm the Choir boarded the coach outside Waverley Station and made its
way through the traffic to Murrayfield Rugby Stadium, the home of the international Scottish Rugby Team. As always the warmest of welcomes was afforded
to the singers by Rob Harris and his colleague Charlie Bryden, the Chairman of
the Scottish National Committee of Wooden Spoon. With time to change and
relax in their surroundings, the Treorchy men were afforded a tour of the
Murrayfield Stadium, the 67,000-seater stadium originally built in 1925 but
rebuilt less than twenty years ago. It was while walking from the stands to the
pitch that choristers were greeted by Scottish Rugby International Gavin
Hastings who was full of fun and banter with his rugby rivals.
The evening concert was held in Murrayfield Stadium Presidents Suite where
around 150 Wooden Spoon members and supporters gathered. The Choir
was delighted to see Ros Evans our gifted soprano soloist arrive from Wales
in time for the performance. Despite being a difficult room to perform in, the
concert was a total success. Dr Haydn James inspired the choristers to perform a first-class concert for a delighted audience. The concert began with a
presentation by Gavin Hastings of the work undertaken by Wooden Spoon in
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Scotland. This set the scene for
the purpose of the fundraising
concert and as the Choir
launched into a performance of
“Men of Harlech” it roused the
audience from the outset and an
excellent evening’s entertainment followed. Charlie Bryden
offered his vote of thanks to all
who had made the evening possible before being surprised by
the address made by Treorchy
Chairman David Bebb who preChorister with Gavin Hastings at Murrayfield
sented him with a suitably
inscribed plaque to commemorate the concert.
An early rise on Saturday with some choristers visiting Peebles whilst others
enjoyed the sights of Galashiels. At 5.45pm the choristers returned to the
Volunteer Hall. The hall had been totally transformed with full tiered seating
for the 500 members of the audience. Following a brief rehearsal the choristers enjoyed the opportunity of listening to Langlee Community Choir who
opened the concert so brilliantly. With a mixture of opera, folk and contemporary music, they certainly set the scene well for the performances to come.
With a rousing ovation they left the stage after performing eight items and
with an introduction by Robert Harris, the Treorchy men marched forth!
The evening concert in Galashiels can only be described in superlatives – not
only for the performance of the Choir and soloists, but particularly the reaction of the audience itself which can only be called “breathtaking”. From the
very outset their enthusiastic applause and cheers put the choristers in a
bright, exciteable mood which was reflected in their performances for sure.
Dr Haydn James led the evening with his typical enthusiasm while Helen
brought the piano “alive” with her gifted technique. Soloist Ray Daniels and
Dean Powell, who also performed his duties as Master of Ceremonies, won
tremendous admiration from the many hundreds present. However, it was
Ros Evans who made the greatest impact of all with her vivacious character,
fun-loving approach and absolutely beautiful voice. She was quite honestly,
superb. From the opening number of “Men of Harlech” through to the “Les
Miserables” medley, the Choir truly shone with some excellent, rousing renditions which left the audience spellbound. Over all the concert was filled with
excellent singing and plenty of humour. An encore was clearly required and
with huge appreciation from the audience, the Choir and Ros broke into “Loch
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Lomond”. One can only imagine the reaction! With plenty of audience participation, which added to the remarkable atmosphere of the evening, the concert
concluded with “Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau” and “Flower of Scotland”, leaving the
choristers to march off stage with the sound of applause ringing in their ears.
TThe concert was held in aid of Wooden Spoon and the Rowan Boland
Memorial Trust. The parents of young Rowan, who has passed away, were
there to greet the choristers in a reception following the performance. It was
an ideal opportunity for Chairman David Bebb to make a presentation to
Wooden Spoon representative Bill Turner and pay a fitting tribute to Robert
Harris for all of his excellent work. In typical Treorchy fashion, choristers
burst into song for more than an hour before retiring to the local Auld Mill
Inn to continue their “unofficial” concert performance! Choristers were on
top form all night long and continued to enjoy the Galashiels hospitality until
the “wee small hours” - celebrating a memorable evening indeed.
On Sunday choristers travelled through some beautiful Scottish and English
countryside and crossed the border once more. The breathtaking scenery of
salmon-filled rivers snaking their way through lush green landscape was a joy
to behold on the sunniest of days. At 1.45pm the Choir arrived in the famous
walled town of Berwick upon Tweed. Choristers walked the main shopping
street towards the river, before branching off in the direction of the Maltings
Theatre. This delightful old building was home to a heavily ornate Victorian
auditorium of gold frescos, red velvet curtains and cushions and a large chandelier dominating the ceiling. The concert proved another success in the tour
of Scotland with a very appreciative audience who applauded loudly and
enthusiastically. Unfortunately the rehearsal had been difficult with many
voices tired after the fun of the night before. Although the atmosphere and
response from the audience was clearly not as thrilling as Galashiels, it was still
a very enjoyable final concert on this thoroughly successful tour of Scotland.
Following the performance the choristers walked the main street to the
coach, stopping for fish and chips in a local shop along the way. The coach
returned them to their accommodation, with half an hour to spare for showering and changing. Then it was back on the bus again and the members
travelled to the Galashiels Cricket Club where they enjoyed the most unforgettable of welcomes. The Galashiels Drum and Pipe Band were there to greet
them and on instruction led the Choir up the long path to the cricket club
where scores of local residents awaiting their arrival with applause and loud
cheers. The choristers were indeed treated like superstars in this lovely town
and were assured that they had certainly made a positive impact on “Gala”.
The evening was a tremendous success. The band remained in the small, but
comfortable club house, for the next few hours, performing a selection of
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Welsh items which the Choir was happy to sing along to. As the evening drew
on the choristers not only performed a whole host of songs as a group, but
the faithful afterglow soloists were called upon. It was well passed midnight
when the last song was performed and eventually the choristers returned to
the coach and their accommodation for a final night's slumber.

Volunteer Hall, Galashiels

On Monday it was time to enjoy a final breakfast and board the coach destined for Wales, the highlight being the announcement of the usual
chorister’s “mistakes” and “blunders” by the infamous “Clec Committee”.
Mentions in Dispatches
Brian Williams He said he had a book signed by Bill Maclaren and he was
alive when he met him
Michael Woods Asked if he'd stopped smoking, he said “Yes, I've only had
one today”
Roger Watkins
Struggled to shave and had the plastic cover still on it
Daryl Stacey
Borrowed Alwyn's iron to iron his shirt. Noticed he'd burnt
the iron and tried desperately to have it cleaned. Returned
it to Alwyn and apologised, but apparently the burn mark
has always been on it!
Mike Russ
Bought two cauliflowers as presents
Joe Harris
Slept late for the bus and left his clothes in his room.
Gerald EmmanuelComplained about the pipe knocking in his room. It was
his window blind
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Jeff Powell
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Used the disabled toilet in Gerald's room and tried pulling
the chain but it
wouldn't work. It was the emergency cord!

GOLD
Michael Woods

Asked if he was drinking, he said “Yes I only had two pints
so I wasn't abbreviated”
With plenty of hilarity and good humour, the journey continued through
England to Wales and their hometown, finally reaching Treorchy at 9pm. A
wonderful tour of Scotland that will certainly live long in the memory!

WINNING CONCERT at MURRAYFIELD
by STEVE HOLT
Chief Executive, Wooden Spoon
My heartfelt thanks to the Treorchy Male Choir’s tour of Scotland which has
generously benefited Wooden Spoon in many ways. I personally attended the
Murrayfield concert in the President’s Suite which was fantastic! The Choir
and variety of songs were first class, superbly assisted by the dialogue and
banter provided by Dean Powell
Here at Wooden Spoon we are so grateful for the support that the Choir provides, which enables us to directly support so many disadvantaged children.
Without your help we would not be able to achieve so much and positively
impact on young children’s lives.
I trust that the rest of the tour proved as successful and the Choir members
enjoyed their latest tour of Scotland. I can’t wait to see you perform again.

SCOTLAND – AND MORE!
By Dr. HAYDN JAMES
At the end of 2012, I had the pleasure of conducting the Choir in its two final
concerts of the year, in Brecon and Welshpool. The New Year however,
brought six more concerts together, including a long weekend in Scotland. All
choir tours offer a great opportunity for everyone to get to know each other
both professionally and socially, and to marvel at the stamina of a number of
otherwise quiet individuals......
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The tour was based in Galashiels, a burgh in the Scottish Borders, and was
organised by Bob Harris of Wooden Spoon; I was told to prepare for three
concerts, although it turned out that there were a number of musical ‘extras’
(every conductor should carry a pitch-pipe - you never know when you might
need it!). Living just 20mins from Heathrow, I flew into Edinburgh and was
taken by car to Galashiels. En route to our terrific accommodation in a brandnew student hall of residence in Herriot Watt University, I had a call from Bob
which gave me an opportunity to find out what was expected of us that same
evening. It transpired that we would be performing at a ‘welcome party’ in
the local hall, with a sit-down meal, drinks and guest speakers (including
Finlay Calder and Jim Renwick), and so it turned out to be. The venue was
full, the piano locked........; having found the ‘man with the key’ the Choir
delivered in style and to great applause. A good start to the weekend.

Royal Mile, Edinburgh

The following morning, we set off for Edinburgh and an evening concert in
Murrayfield, the home of Scottish rugby; however, when we arrived in the
city, we found ourselves in the middle of crowds of people attending the
Edinburgh Fringe Festival. Pouring out of our bus right in the middle of the
action, someone suggested that we ‘have a bit of a sing’...... with pitch-pipe
at the ready, we managed to complete a couple of songs before being moved
on by the Fringe ‘heavies’ who told us in no uncertain terms that we needed
a Licence to Perform, and were, anyway, pulling crowds from some nearby
‘official’ acts!! Those who had gathered to hear us seemed quite disappointed!
We eventually ended up in Murrayfield, having battled through horrendous
traffic (when will they finish that work??), where we were joined by soloist
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Ros Evans for a full concert in the President’s Suite. The room was long and
narrow, the electric keyboard none too powerful but, as always in these circumstances, it is what it is, so let’s make it work. The men did just that, and
the evening, hosted by Gavin Hastings, was another resounding success.
Musically, the highlight of the tour came the following evening with a concert
in Galashiels; the locals were truly ‘up for it’, and it was possible to sense the
Choir go up a couple of gears to deliver singing which was both quiet and
controlled, but powerful and disciplined when needed. Our Scottish item, a
simple arrangement of “Loch Lomond”, worked well everywhere, and especially in Galashiels. If it were possible to package an audience and take them
with us to every concert, we would certainly have done that with the wonderful people of Galashiels.
The final concert was in the Border Town of Berwick upon Tweed. The venue
was a small theatre with a rather dead acoustic; this, combined with a Choir
which at last showed signs of tiredness, did not produce the high we might
have hoped for at the end of a tour. That said, we left one man happy - the
owner of the local chip shop! He must have thought Christmas had come
early, when large numbers of choristers descended on the shop, hungry for
whatever he could cook.

Dr. Haydn James and the Choir at Chepstow Castle

The choir and I did three more concerts together after Scotland - in
Bromsgrove, Dunstable and an open-air concert in the grounds of Chepstow
Castle with Max Boyce and Shân Cothi. Having known and worked with Max
over many years, it’s great to see that he can still fill a venue with his unique
blend of warmth, humour and of course some truly memorable songs.
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In between Chepstow and Bromsgrove, I attended the funeral of a very dear
friend Cliff Morgan. It was a privilege to have known Cliff, a very humble man
who excelled on the rugby field for Wales, The Barbarians and The Lions, in
broadcasting on both radio and television, and in his role as Head of Outside
Broadcasting for the BBC. Conducting the singing on that day was not easy.
So, another year has passed. I am proud to be associated with The Treorchy
Male Choir, and hope we can work together again in the not-too-distant
future.
Jeff Howard - you’re a very lucky man - enjoy!

DIED AND GONE TO HEAVEN
By PEARL McCABE
You may well have heard of the theory known as “Six Degrees of Separation”,
the idea that we are all interconnected to each other by a network across the
world. This network is said to be never more than six connections apart
through all the people such as relatives, friends, acquaintances you have
known plus all the people they have known. For example it is possible to be
connected to Nelson Mandela because your neighbour once met his grandson, which is three degrees of separation.
Well, I would suggest that in Wales and with all things Welsh a different system operates and runs on quite different lines. Welsh lines that is. When you
are speaking to someone about the business or activities of a third party,
which has actually got nothing to do with you or the person you are having
the conversation with, it is important to establish the boundaries of how
closely each of you know the subject of your conversation.
It may well go like this, “ Well! I KNOW him. Well sort of know him, because
he once went out with Dave’s sister, Cheryl, who was in the same class as
Angela, that’s Angela ‘corner house’ not Angela ‘Park View’, well she used to
live next door to my Aunty Betty: I always thought he was a bit creepy”. In
Wales, and I would venture to suggest this is still the case, there is no separation at all. Wherever you go in the world you will catch a whiff of a Welsh
voice and a giant magnet, made out of cast iron hiraeth will propel you to that
person and ask the inevitable question, “Where are you from then? No, No!
where exactly are you from?”
I am writing this after a “died and gone to Heaven” experience late this sum-
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mer at Murrayfield rugby stadium in Edinburgh. This comprised a look
behind the scenes followed by a concert in aid of the Wooden Spoon Charity
given by Treorchy Male Choir. For me, a Rhondda Valley girl, now living in
Edinburgh with Scots husband, Andrew, it was the Grand Slam (with Wales
winning, of course, but only in the dying minutes). For me it was my
favourite choir in the world - and in Wales: for Andrew a visit to one of his
spiritual homes, Murrayfield.
I spent the entire evening with tears in my eyes and a lump in my throat. How
Welsh is that? We sat near the front, in the third row, dead centre. It was just
as well. Most of the audience were Edinburgh folk, dressed up and prepared
for a nice concert. When the Choir opened with “Men of Harlech” the two
fronts rows were almost all blown backwards with the enormity of the sound.
It was clear to me that they had not, previously, witnessed the Power of the
Force that is “The Treochy!”
The concert continued with a delightful programme of hymns, arias, romantic tunes, folk songs and music from the Shows. The applause was deafening,
The compere and host for the evening, Dean Powell had to pause before making each introduction. The clapping went on. And on. The Choir had plenty
of voice, melody and variety in their programme. Stamina too, because I discovered later on that a number of them had, that afternoon, been singing on
the Royal Mile and collecting even more cash for the Wooden Spoon Charity.
That reminded me of the groups of miners who sang in the streets of London
during the Depression when Paul Robeson, who was appearing in the West
End at that time, heard them and a deep friendship formed between him and
the people of Wales the memory of which endures to this day.
I left the event having spoken to many of the singers, (one or two I might well
have danced with at Boy’s Club, Ton and Ystrad in the late 1950’s) with the
applause (from standing ovations that NEVER happen in Edinburgh) ringing
in my ears, and that Triple Amen forever in my heart. That night I was
reminded that the Rhondda experience continues to obliterate boundaries
and any degrees of separation are instantly removed when those affected by
it meet up.
So far as Treorchy Male Choir is concerned the Scottish question is, Will ye
no come back again?
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HIGHLAND MEMORIES OF TREORCHY
By BILL TURNER
The Rowan Boland Memorial Trust
Since 1971 I have travelled to Treorchy as a supporter of the Scottish Rugby
team.
Our many failures on the hallowed turf of Cardiff Arms Park and these days
the Millennium Stadium were always swiftly forgotten by the friendship
and hospitality of our fellow Celts at Treorchy. I have been very fortunate to
see and listen to your magnificent Choir on many occasions since my first
visit to Wales, and always told my friends and family back in Galashiels that
one day we must make an effort to get down to Wales just to see and hear
them in concert.
In 2012 I finally bit the bullet and asked my good friend Robert Harris if he
thought the Choir would consider coming to Galashiels and hold a concert
to help raise funds for a Childrens’ charity that I help out with. To be truthful I thought that this Choir which had sung all over the world and had
performed for Kings and Queens were never going to perform in the Scottish
Borders. To my great surprise and delight I was soon working furiously to help
organise a concert in Galashiels for the world famous Treorchy Male Choir.
Concerts in Berwick upon Tweed and Murryfield Stadium were also organised and we able to set up accommodation for the Choir in Galashiels.
We held a welcoming dinner for the Choir on the Thursday evening which
we hope the Choir enjoyed, and our concert in Galashiels was a sell out and
a fantastic success. The
weekend culminated with a good old knees up at Gala Cricket Club where
the Choir were welcomed with pipes and drums, which carried on until the
early hours. The sound and quality of the Choir in full voice is something
which cannot be described or put into words, but must be heard to be
believed. I am always being asked when out and about in Galashiels, and at
rugby matches if there is a possibility that this magnificent Choir will ever be
back.
On behalf of The Rowan Boland Memorial Trust, the people of Galashiels and
also the Scottish Borders, may I thank all of the Choir members for a truly
unforgettable concert in Galashiels which will always be remembered, and
hopefully the Choir will give consideration to once more perform and grace
us in the Scottish Borders.
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MASTERFUL CHOIR AT MURRAYFIELD
by CHARLIE BRYDEN
Chairman, Wooden Spoon Scotish National Committee
I’m writing to thank you, the members of the Choir and everyone else
involved in the concert at Murrayfield. It really was a special occasion and I’m
sure that it will live in the memory of those lucky enough to be present for
many years to come.

Presentation to Charlie Bryden

I must admit to having been slightly nervous in the run up to the event, given
the relatively low audience numbers in such a large venue, but in the event I
think that it was just about spot on and the evening lacked nothing for atmosphere and conviviality.
Over the years we have worked hard to gain a reputation for quality events at
a reasonable price and the concert will have certainly bolstered that philosophy thank to the quite magnificent and highly entertaining performance of
the Choir, not forgetting the contributions of Haydn, Ros and Helen a well.
I was also very touched with the plaque presented to me at the end of the
evening and it will remain a fine memento of a very special Wooden Spoon
evening. I hope the rest of the weekend was equally as successful and that
you returned home with happy memories of your tour of Scotland.
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OUR THANKS TO TREORCHY
by DAVID BOLAND
Chairperson / Trustee
Rowan Boland Memorial Trust
The Rowan Boland Memorial Trust was set up in 2010 in memory of our nine
year old son who passed away The Trust provides financial assistance to
young, talented and enthusiastic sportspeople throughout the Scottish
Borders, to help with costs such as equipment, travelling and accommodation. When the Treorchy Male Voice Choir first made it known that they
wanted to come to Galashiels to perform in aid of the Trust, we grasped the
opportunity with both hands. A sub-committee was set up and with the
assistance of the Wooden Spoon Society, the task of organising the event
begun.
I thought it would be nice that, since the Choir was making such an effort for
the Trust, the Trust should show their appreciation and put on a welcome
reception for them. The sub-committee put their heads together and came up
with the fantastic idea of holding a Sportsman’s Dinner which was held on
the night the Choir arrived in Galashiels. The Dinner was great success with
many sportsmen, businessmen and townsfolk buying tickets to be part of a
great event. An auction held during the Dinner, saw two Scottish Rugby jerseys worn and signed by Scotland’s own Greig Laidlaw, and two signed
photos of Galashiels’ Grand National winner Ryan Mania, raise a phenomenal £2200.
On the Saturday Night the Choir performed to a capacity crowd of 500 in the
Volunteer Hall in Galashiels, supported by the town’s own Langlee
Community Choir. A spokesman for the Langlee Choir saidm “It was a great
honour for them to perform on the same bill as the Treorchy Male Choir and
would be a topic of conversation for a very long time to come.” As Rowan
was a keen and talented cricketer, we thought it would be fitting to invite the
Treorchy Male Choir to the town’s Cricket Club for an informal end-of-tour
social evening. Many of the townsfolk grabbed the opportunity to once again
see and hear the famous voices of the choir. A fun night was had by all, right
into the wee small hours.
The local Community has been singing the praises of the Choir for weeks and
no doubt will continue to do so for some time yet. An experience some
would never have gotten to realise but for the Choir’s Galashiels Tour! The
whole weekend was a fantastic fund booster, and profile raising event for the

Accompanist Helen Roberts, Conductor Jeffrey Howard, Conductor Emeritus John Cynan Jones, President Brian Bates and the Choir, 2013
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Trust and on behalf of my wife Elaine, my daughter Kristin and the
Committee of the Rowan Boland Memorial Trust, I thank you all most sincerely for giving up your time and supporting us. The total money raised from
the events is in excess of £10,000. This will enable the Trust to help, on average 20 youngsters, to achieve their dreams. We look forward to the possibility
of doing it all again in the not too distant future.

CLIFF MORGAN CVO OBE
Remembering a Welsh Hero
The Treorchy Male Choir joined tributes to Welsh rugby great Cliff Morgan
who passed away aged 83 in August 2013. The much-loved British Lion and
rugby commentator said he would have given up all his caps for Wales just
to conduct our world-famous Choir.

Cliff Morgan and choristers, 1987

Born in Trebanog on April 7th 1930, Clifford Isaac “Cliff” Morgan was part
of a large musical family who had close connections with the local Porth and
District Choir. In a message to the Choir in 2006 he remembered, “It was
Stanley Williams, conductor of the Porth and District Choir to which my family belonged, who way back in 1955 said: “Treorchy Male Choir, with their
great waves of sound, are a choral miracle. As a Rhondda boy I am so proud
of the Choir whose performances and fame have brought our valley the attention and respect of the whole world.”
Cliff grew to become a Welsh rugby union player who played for Cardiff RFC and
earned 29 caps for Wales between 1951 and 1956. He was a prominent member
of the British Lions side in 1955. After his playing career ended, Cliff mad a suc-
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cessful career in broadcasting, both as a commentator and presenter and also as
a programme maker and BBC executive. As a commentator in particular he will
be best remembered for his dramatic description of Gareth Edward’s try in the
opening moments of the historic Barbarians vs All Blacks in 1973.
The Choir appeared on stage eleven times with Cliff Morgan who compered
various charity concerts in Wales and further a field with his warm, mellifluous voice. They also performed at a tribute concert to him organised by the
Variety Club of Great Britain in 1987. He chose one of their songs for his
“Desert Island Discs” and often told the story of waking an entire French village while driving through with the windows of the car down and playing a
CD of the Choir singing “Nidaros” at full volume!
Cliff joined the Choir on Sir Harry Secombe’s “Highway” programme – the
first time for the popular religious show to concentrate on an organisation
rather than a place - and the Treorchy men appeared on “This is Your Life” to
Cliff Morgan in 1988.
He said of the occasion, “My association with the Choir goes back sixty years
and I felt particularly honoured when the Choir sang for me when I was presented with the big red book on "This Is Your Life". However, my favourite
memory of the Choir is of when they won at the National Eisteddfod performing Schubert’s arrangement of 23rd Psalm. An adjudicator said it all. “If
that’s the way they are singing it in heaven - I am ready to go”.
During his period of ill-health he remained in close contact with the Choir,
receiving copies of their annual magazines, “Excelsior”, for which he contributed many articles over the years. In one of those articles he announced,
“May the young people of the Rhondda still relish the thrill of singing together
in perfect harmony. Come to think of it, I would give up the caps for playing
for Wales if only I had had the ability to be the conductor of the Treorci!
On the news of his death following a long illness, the Treorchy Male Choir joined
a legion of illuminaries from the world of sport and broadcasting to remember
this wonderful Welsh hero. As his favourite hymn was “Gwahoddiad”, it was
decided to dedicate the item to his memory at the Chepstow Castle concert with
Max Boyce. The packed audience applauded loudly as they remembered the
famous Welshman and it was appropriate that conducting the Choir that night
was Dr Haydn James, one of Cliff’s dearest friends who passed on the Choir’s
wishes to his family at the funeral in the Isle of Wight.
Treorchy Male Choir is truly indebted to Cliff Morgan for sharing so many
wonderful opportunities together over five decades.
God bless Cliff Morgan
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WE WERE THERE!
Although the month of August has traditionally been one of rest in the Choir,
2013 will be remembered as the year when the Choir didn’t take much of a
break for the duration of the summer! With a short tour of Scotland behind
us, the Choir returned to the concert platform just a few weeks later for a truly
unforgettable evening in the company of two of Wales’s finest entertainers.
The setting couldn’t have been more perfect. As twilight approached on this
fresh summer’s evening, more than 1,200 people arrived at the ruined splendour of Chepstow Castle. Seating was arranged in the main courtyard of this
impressive Norman stronghold and a large stage was erected below the
ancient towers.
The Choir took to the stage under the
baton of Dr Haydn James with Helen
Roberts as accompanist. They were given
an hilarious introduction by Welsh-born
comedian Rod Woodward who certainly
raised the enjoyment of the evening. The
Choir responded with half an hour of
favourite items, culminating in a thrilling
rendition of “Nessun Dorma” which
resulted in a tumultuous applause.
The performance was followed by Welsh
soprano Sian Cothi whose terrific, electrifying presence on stage was recognised
from the first. She gave an inspiring concert performance which thrilled and
entertained. However, the highlight of
the evening was of course the star himself
– Max Boyce, who had especially asked
for the Treorchy Choir to be his guests of honour. As always, this legendary
entertainer, who is approaching his 70th birthday, brought the house down
with another unforgettable performance.
It was a pleasure to share the stage once again with Max, a staggering 40 years
since we first worked together. Here’s looking forward to many more fantastic concerts in the future!
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THE WELSH COLLECTION
A wonderful new multi-track CD has been compiled by EMI Records to celebrate the Welsh music recorded by the Treorchy Male Choir during the last
forty years. This highly acclaimed album was released in June 2013 with the
majority of the items chosen especially by Conductor Emeritus John Cynan
Jones as they were all recorded during his time as Musical Director.
EMI Records regularly agreed to release this album
owing to the growing demand of audiences for more
recordings from our homeland and therefore the remastered items resulted in “The Welsh Collection”. This
mark another enjoyable and successful to the enormous
Treorchy Male Choir discography of more than ninety
commercial recordings.
The Welsh Collection includes: Cwm Rhondda, Gwahoddiad, Myfanwy,
Rhys, Eli Jenkins’ Prayer, Y Sipsiwn, Laudamus, A Valley Called The
Rhondda, Diolch I’r Ior, Calon Lan, Sospan Fach, Dafydd Y Garreg Wen, Tydi
a Roddaist, Ar Hyd Y Nos, Morte Christe, Y Nefoedd, Cyfri’r Geifr, We’ll Keep
A Welcome, Nant y Mynydd and Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau.
Copies can be purchased from the Choir website at
www.treorchymalechoir.com

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER
By STEVEN HORLEY
On the 1st of October (two days before Treorchy Male Choir's much-vaunted
annual hometown concert, which I was to attend with my mother, brother
and friends I sent the following 'hopeful' e-mail to Choir Secretary Selwyn
Jones via the website... 'OK, short notice, big request, honourable
reasons...Attending The Treorchy Male Voice Choir concert this Thursday in
Treorchy, to celebrate my mother's 80th birthday, with family and friends would it be at all possible to dedicate any piece 'to Edna Horley with love
from her husband John on her 80th birthday' (or any edited version) during
the performance?
“I have no idea how the concert is planned, produced, organised, but I know
this would mean the world to a very special, small, Welsh (born in
Pontlottyn, now living near Brecon), lady, seeing your great choir for the first

66

EXCELSIOR

time on the occasion of her 80th birthday. Quite understand if this is simply
not possible, but it would really make her day, year, 80th SO very special (as
if seeing Treochy Male Voice Choir in Treorchy isn't enough...) Many thanks
for reading this and I'll hope against hope that it just might come true...”
I have to admit, it was sent TOO near the date, TOO desperately, TOO late
in the night and, so I thought, TOO impossible to possibly come
true...Dually, cars came from London (myself and my brother) through persistent rain and wind the night before and, well rested, we set off from Brecon
'over the top' to Treorchy. The weather seemed atrocious on the way down
and, having parked outside the Park & Dare Theatre, we went for 'a pint'
across the road in a pub, where we were delighted to have the local history
(including the naming of the Park & Dare Theatre explained to us) divulged
to us over a beer or three...
What can I say about the evening's entertainment: 'entertainment' doesn't do
it justice. First off, can I comment on the Choir and piano-only staging. Pure
class, simple, but challenging for everyone involved (nowhere to hide if someone slips up - no one did...). Secondly, on my first visit to the Park & Dare
Theatre, can I just say what a remarkable venue, yes, chipped around the
edges, showing some signs of its heritage, but THAT heritage of hosting THIS
CHOIR for MANY decades made the evening SO authentic and better for it.
Thirdly, Rhys Meirion provided a truly memorable voice that both filled the
theatre and melded with Treorchy Male Choir so effectively, such power, but
such soul at the same time, truly magical. Fourthly, and my apologies here,
but the elegant and supremely sensitive piano accompaniment from the
rather lovely and very talented pianist Helen Roberts. Now, what happened
to the e-mail I started with? Well, about half way through the night’s enchanting programme, having resigned myself that there was no way any
announcement would be 'worked in' to the evening's schedule, I saw Dean
Powell, the choir's MC, strides purposefully toward the mic, and I heard the
words 'We have a very special lady with us tonight...' - apart from those opening words, the only other ones I can remember was the classic line 'I don't
like to announce a lady's age... but she'll be 81 next year' and dedicated 'from
your loving husband John'.
Now, to fill you in, after the event, my mother, my brother nor my father,
John, knew about the announcement, so, when it was made, I had to make
a dash to 'the loos' and use my telephone to fill my dad in on what 'he' had
organised. At the time he was crippled at home in Brecon with pain while
waiting for his hip-op and knew nothing about the dedication. After adjusting his hearing aid to human rather than dog sonics, the situation was
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explained: He had sent the dedication as he was sorry not to be able to attend
and, to this day, that's how things stand, except my father, who's hip-op went
well (he stands straight up again now) and he should be home in time for
Christmas. As for the Choir members' impromptu 'gig' in the bar after... That
would be telling. On second thoughts, if my mum ever reads this, I'm for the
high jump! Mum's the word, right!
Thank you so much for a truly magical evening of absolute talent and fun needless to say my mother's 80th year will live long in the memory... as will
the 'live' Treorchy Male Choir (We're bringing a 52-seater next year - you think
I'm joking?) Ymlaen Treorci!

ATTENDANCES
“There remains the central core of the choir, those faithful ones, regular in attendance, attentive and alert in rehearsals, with the music in their heads and not with
their heads in their music, singing at concerts with confidence and courage, cheerful
at all times and ever patient and long suffering despite the idiosyncracies of the conductor. They in truth are THE Treorchy Male Choir.”
John Haydn Davies
Founder Conductor, 1954
Rehearsals

Engagements

CENTURY CLUB (100% Attendance)
Ernald Brooks
Ernald Brooks
Tony Davies
Alan Bowen
Norman Martin
Gerald Emmanuel
NIFTY NINETIES CLUB (90% Attendance)
Alwyn Lewis
Alwyn Lewis
Tony Vaughan
Tony Vaughan
Mark Milsom
Mark Milsom
Martin Wilkins
Martin Wilkins
Cyril Bebb
Cyril Bebb
Ray Daniels
Ray Daniels
William Thomas
William Thomas
Dennis Young
Dennis Young
Cyril Bevan
Keith Owens
John Weaver
Andrew Costin
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David Powell
David Bebb
Alan Bowen
Gerald Emmanuel
Ron Evans
John Jones
Ceri Warren
William Watkin
Roger Watkins
Alun Davies
Robert Hopkins
Bryn Jones
Peter Jones
John Radford

Selwyn Jones
Alan Iles
David Birch
Tony Davies
Gareth Evans
David Hughes

CHORISTERS BALANCE SHEET
IN
Jorge Garcia
David Griffiths
Wayne Coles
Ken Johnson
Damien Murphy
John Williams
Hywel Bryant
Jonathan Stanton
Huw Williams
Alan Armstrong
Gareth Davies
David Harris
Terry Tutton

OUT
Ceri Barnes
Keith Bevan
David Gannon
Karl Moulden
Michael Wood

NUMBER ON BOOKS – DECEMBER 2013
IT
26

2T
19

IB
24

2B
24

TOTAL
93
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ENGAGEMENTS
January
Saturday 26th
Sunday 27th

March
Friday 1st

Saturday 2nd
Saturday 10th
Tuesday 19th

Friday 23rd

April
Saturday 20th
Tuesday 23rd

Thursday 25th
May
Saturday 11th
Friday 17th
Friday 24th

Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa – Return visit under
the direction of Dr Alwyn Humphreys
Acapella Studios, Pentych – recording of “Me Mum” for
Bygum Records with Gilbert O’Sullivan. Helen Roberts
conducted the Choir.
Hotel de Paris, Monte Carlo – Monaco Wales
Association Dinner for HSH Prince Albert II and
Princess Charlene. 1st visit to Monaco. Performance
given under the direction of Dr Alwyn Humphreys. The
Choir enjoyed three consecutive standing ovations from
the celebrity audience featuring British Lions Rugby
Legends, actor Rhys Ifans and superstar Dame Shirley
Bassey
Playhouse Theatre, Weston Super Mare – second visit to
this venue, conducted by Dr Alwyn Humphreys
St Mary’s Church. Mold – for the Flintshire Festival
under the direction of Dr Alwyn Humphreys
Treorchy Comprehensive School – Junior Musician of
the Year Competition. The Choir performed under the
direction of Helen Roberts, accompanied by Connor
Fogel
Park & Dare Theatre, Treorchy – Annual Good Friday
Concert with the Parc & Dare Band, under the direction
of Dr Alwyn Humphreys
Severn Theatre, Shrewsbury – third visit to the venue,
under the direction of Dr Alwyn Humpnhreys
The Orangery, Margam – for the Valleys Tourism
Conference under the direction of Dr Alwyn
Humphreys
Rehearsal Room, Treorchy – S4C programme on Max
Boyce with interviews by David Bebb and Dean Powell
Octagon Theatre, Yeovil – return to this venue after 17
years, under the direction of Dr Alwyn Humphreys
Parc School, Cwmparc – Memorial Service for the victims of the 1941 German bombing
Vale Hotel, Hensol – Wooden Spoon Charity Dinner following a fundraising Golf Tournament. Conducted by
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Sunday 26th
June
Saturday 15th

Friday 21st

Saturday 29th
July
Tuesday 17th

Wednesday 24th

August
Thursday 8th

Friday 9th
Friday 9th

Saturday 10th

Sunday 11th
Sunday 25th
Saturday 31st

September
Saturday 14th
Saturday 28th

EXCELSIOR
Helen Roberts and Accompanied by Caradog Williams
Stag Hotel, Treorchy – filming of “Ahn Does UK” for
Australian Television Network
G-Live Theatre, Guildford – 1st performance at this
venue and a final concert for guest conductor Dr Alwyn
Humphreys
Park & Dare Theatre, Treorchy – Centenary Concert of
the Theatre with fellow Rhondda musical organisations.
Conducted by Helen Roberts and accompanied by
Connor Fogel
Torch Theatre, Milford Haven – 1st concert to be conducted by Simon Lovell Jones
The College Chapel, Malborough – 1st full concert conducted by Helen Roberts and accompanied by David
Geoffrey Thomas
University of South Wales, Treforest – TUCA Catering
Conference. The Choir was conducted by Helen Roberts
with Accompanist David Geoffrey Thomas
Volunteer Hall, Galashiels – 1st visit to Galashiels. A
performance following the reception dinner under the
direction of Dr Haydn James
Royal Mile, Edinburgh – An unofficial performance at
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival!
President’s Suite, Murrayfield – 1st visit to Murrayfield.
Wooden Spoon Fundraising Concert introduced by
Gavin Hastings and conducted by Dr Haydn James
Volunteer Hall, Galashiels - Wooden Spoon & Rowan
Boland Trust Fundraising Concert conducted by Dr
Haydn James
Maltings Theatre, Berwick-on-Tweed – 1st visit to this
venue. Conducted by Dr Haydn James
Y Senedd, Cardiff Bay – performance conducted by
Helen Roberts at the launch of the Walk on Wales event
The Castle, Chepstow – with Shan Cothi and Max
Boyce. Conducted by Dr Haydn James, “Gwahoddiad”
was performed in honour of Cliff Morgan
Atrix Theatre, Bromsgrove – Conducted by Dr Haydn
James, accompanied by Helen Roberts
Grove Theatre, Dunstable – 1st performance at this
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venue. Conducted by Dr Haydn James, accompanied by
Helen Roberts
October
Thursday 3rd

Saturday 5th

Saturday 12th
Saturday 19th
Tuesday 22nd
Wednesday 23rd
November
Saturday 2nd
Sunday 10th

Sunday 10th

Tuesday 12th

Thursday 21st
December
Friday 6th
Sunday 8th

Friday 10th
Thursday 19th

Park & Dare Theatre Treorchy – with tenor Rhys
Meirion. 1st performance under the baton of the new
Musical Director, Jeffrey Howard
Cardiff City Stadium – 1st performance of “Bridge of
Sails” by Vernon Hopkins who sang in the Choir prior to
the Newcastle United vs Cardiff City football match.
The performance was in aid of Help for Heroes
St Clement’s Church, Hastings – 1st visit to this venue
in aid of Church Funds
Town Hall, Bridgwater – 1st visit to this venue in aid of
Bridgwater Rotary Club
Wales Millennium Centre – Full rehearsal prior to
Womex Festival Concert
Wales Millennium Centre – International Womex
Festival with Cerys Matthews
Y Senedd, Cardiff Bay – performance at the conclusion
of the Walk on Wales fundraising event
War Memorial, Blaencwm – A section of the Choir sang
at the Remembrance Sunday Service for the Royal
British Legion
War Memorial, Blaencwm - A section of the Choir sang
at the Remembrance Sunday Service for the Royal
British Legion
City Hall, Cardiff – performance at the University of
South Wales Conference for International Small
Businesses
Parc Hall, Cwmparc – fundraising concert for community activities in Cwmparc
Stag Square, Treorchy – A section of the Choir performed at the Christmas Tree Festival
St David’s Hall, Cardiff – A Christmas Concert with
Katherine Jenkins and the Orchestra of the Welsh
National Opera
Bute Street, Treorchy – A section of the Choir performed
in aid of the Treorchy Chamber of Trade
Ty Hafan, Sully – A section of the Choir performed at the
Ty Hafan Christmas Candlelit Memorial Service
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