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FOREWORD

By DAME MARY PERKINS, FOUNDER, SPECSAVERS OPTICIANS
When it was first mooted by the choir’s Musical Director, musician extraordinaire, Jeff Howard, that the Treorchy men could travel to Guernsey to mark
the 30th anniversary of the local choir, Festiva, I was hooked immediately.
Jeff and Festiva go back some way through our own musical director, Roy
Sarre.
Some of the Festiva Choir have even been to St David’s Hall in Cardiff, where
we joined Cambrensis Choir conducted by – yes, you guessed it – Jeff
Howard!
To sing with so many wonderful Welsh voices was an event not to be missed.
Could we do the same with such a famous choir as Treorchy? Well, only one
way to find out and that was to get as many of them possible over to
Guernsey!
In they flew on Friday 2nd October, all 64 of them and we met up almost
immediately in Castle Cornet in The Hatton Gallery where paintings of past
Royalty looked down on us as we downed a class of “welcome juice”. To
make sure their voices had not been left on the Aurigny plane, we were soon
washed with the harmony of Welsh men “serenading” us.
Maybe I should say at this point that, not only do I sing in the Festiva Choir,
but I sang in my school choir in Bristol back in the 1950’s. The highlight of
the school year was for the whole school to sing the Hallelujah Chorus in The
Colston Hall. It was at school that I learned to read music. I’m also married
to a Welsh man (Llanelli born and Welsh speaking) Doug Perkins, ex Scarlett
player.
And where was Doug as Treorchy sang a magnificent rendering of “Sospan
Fach”? In Twickenham for the rugby! Never mind, I sang for both us us…..
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Mae bys Meri-Ann wedi brifuo etc. I was even wearing my little ‘sospan’ pin
badge given to me by the Scarlett’s club.
A few welcome speeches, one was by the Guernsey Minister of Culture, Mike
O’Hara, before the coaches whisked our Treorchy visitors to their hotel, and
dinner.
I shall treasure the ladies scarf and badge handed over and I hope Treorchy
will sometimes wear their Guernsey/Welsh flag pin badge – maybe the next
visit!?
Saturday morning came and this meant a short tour of sunny Guernsey and
lunch for the Choir before changing into those smart grey suits and black
shirts (you looked great – all of you) and off to St James, Guernsey’s only concert hall.
The concert was a sell-out, with a fair number of ex Welsh patriots waving
flags and joining in – when allowed – with the songs, and, of course, we all
sang the Welsh National anthem “Gwlad, Gwlad, pleidiol wyf i’m
gwlad”…… well, I know the chorus better than the verses!
Brilliant concert, so sad it had to finish, but the bar and food at the hotel
beckoned. Plus, more singing, this time lubricated by various “nectars”! A
fitting end to match the start in 1883 of the first 20 men of Treorchy singing
in the local Red Cow Hotel.
Sunday morning and sad farewells in Guernsey Airport. I do hope it’s only
“Au revoir” – “hwyl fawr am nawr fy ffrindiau hyd nes y byddwn yn cyfarfod
eto” or as we say in Guernsey “A la Perchoine”.
I think I am now a “Groupie” of the Treorchy Male Choir as well as an honorary member!

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
By BRIAN BATES
It gives me great pleasure to contribute to Excelsior 2015. What a wonderful
start to the New Year with a magnificent concert in St Mary’s School, Calne.
The brilliant musicianship of our recently appointed Conductor, Jeff Howard,
was there for all to see. It is so good for you to have your own Musical Director
once again and under his skill and guidance I am sure that the Treorchy Male
Choir will set standards of choral singing which will be the envy of others.
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There have been many achievements for us to celebrate over the past year:
The Junior Musician Competition reached its tenth anniversary and is getting
more popular each passing year. Presenting the awards this year was Ruth
Madoc, the star of the long running Hi De Hi television show, and I am sure
all the youngsters were pleased to meet her. I was very struck by the kindly
way she encouraged all the children not to give up but to keep on striving to
reach the top.
This year marked the 50th Good Friday concert with our good friends the
Parc and Dare Band. Congratulations must go to all choir and band members
for a wonderful evening and especially to those still on stage after fifty years!
I doubt if John Cynan and Ieuan Morgan imagined when they started the
event in 1966 that it would be loved by so many and become such an enduring institution. Long may it continue towards the next half century.

I know two members have reached Choir milestones this year and I send best
wishes to second bass Bryn Jones on receiving his 50-year gold watch and to
second tenor Keith Owens on receiving his 21 years’ certificate. Great choristers and worthy of such prestigious awards.
Well done to our Chairman, David Bebb, for taking on Mount Machu Picchu,
quite a climbing feat which he did to raise funds for the Wales children’s hospice, Ty Hafan. With David’s fine effort and collections after concerts, over
£11,000 went to this very deserving cause.
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Pauline and I were able to attend several splendid concerts, during the year
all of which gave us much pleasure and of course the chance to enjoy your
friendship and catch up on news. One of the events which stands out, and
which I was pleased to attend, was your excellent concert with the Rhondda
Symphony Orchestra at The Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama in
Cardiff - what a magnificent venue with superb acoustics which added much
enjoyment to the evening for us both.
We must all thank Selwyn Jones for the fine job he performs each year as our
Secretary. Having once carried out similar duties I know from personal experience the hard work needed to be the secretary of any organisation. Of
course I am not forgetting everyone else who in one way or another give of
their valuable time to enhance the work of our great Choir. A big thank you
to them all.
It is always with much sadness that I remember those that have died during
the past year. Peter Jones, Ivor Llewellyn, Rupert Hull and Bryn John, were all
faithful choristers in their time and we mourn their passing.
I would like to wish everyone reading this edition of Excelsior good health and
an enjoyable year.

A WONDERFUL TREORCHY HONOUR
By RUTH MADOC
During my career I’ve been fortunate enough to work with wonderful people
and visit some truly magical places. However, my heart is always in Wales and
forever will be.
For generations Wales has been universally
acknowledged as the Land of Song and
nowhere is this better represented than in the
sound of our world-famous male voice
choirs.
I have been a huge fan of Welsh choral music
all of my life and needless to say Treorchy
Male Choir enjoys the reputation of being
one of the very best.
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When I was young and listening to the radio, my grandmother would call us
into the room when “The Treorchy” came over the airwaves. There was no
doubt in her mind that Treorchy Male Choir represented the very best in
choral singing. So I feel as if I’ve known you all my life.
Over the years I’ve had the distinct pleasure of sharing the stage with the
Choir and each occasion has been memorable and the opportunity to hear
you perform continues to be an inspiration. I also know how much work you
undertake for various charities and causes which is incredibly admirable.
That is why I’ve been delighted to support your Junior Musician Competition
because you are helping to forge a whole new generation of singers and
instrumentalists from the valleys.
I can honestly say that when the invitation came to be an Honorary Member
of the Treorchy Male Choir I was absolutely thrilled, deeply humbled and
very emotional. You have no idea how much it means to me.
You are wonderful ambassadors for Wales and our rich music and culture. I
am proud to be associated with you and look forward to working together
even more in the future.
Diolch o galon!

CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS
BY DAVID BEBB
Well another year has passed and it is heartening to say that the Treorchy
Male Choir has continued to prosper and grow. The year was typified by our
50th Annual Good Friday concert in the Parc and Dare Theatre, Treorchy, a
short tour to the beautiful isle of Guernsey, a personal achievement and a
break from tradition, which clearly demonstrates the Choir’s desire to
respond to changing musical tastes and values. But more of that later.
The Treorchy Male Choir has again benefitted from another year under the
direction and musical leadership of Jeff Howard. Whilst still embracing the
powerhouse items and Welsh classics, Jeff is very keen to ensure that returning audiences are treated to new songs and so our rehearsals involve the
learning of a range of new items and adding finesse to songs we have been
performing for many years. Such is the quality of the teaching and sheer
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number of new items, to miss a practice for any reason means that you are
behind the rest and have to play catch-up. The rehearsals themselves are
extremely enjoyable and contain a lot of humour, which is conducive to the
learning and Jeff plays the main role in that. We continue to respond to his
way of teaching and the outcome of this is clear in our performances throughout the year. The arrangements themselves (most of which by Jeff) maximise
the choral sound and it is almost tangible when an item finally clicks. Add
into this mix the faultless performances of Helen Roberts as accompanist and
all the factors are in place to ensure that the Treorchy Male Choir remains at
the pinnacle of it’s trade.
The Choir are also grateful to the people that have stood in for Jeff and Helen,
when they have been unable to make practices or, more importantly, concerts. And so I give official thanks here to Ryan Wood, Simon Lovell-Jones
and Dr. Haydn James who again helped out and it is a testament to their skills
that they can and have taken us in concerts with very little practice time.
Indeed, in our concert in Dinas Powys, due to the fact Helen was unable to
accompany us, Ryan provided this duty at extremely short notice. My thanks
to all.
Once more the Treorchy Male Choir has been ably supported by a range of
different soloists and we have expanded our ‘pool’ this year with Iona Jones
and Ros Evans, being joined by debutants Sophie Gregory, Jessica Robinson
and Cecillia Forrest.
Furthermore, in our October concert at the Park and Dare we were joined by
Callum Howells (the grandson of Life Member Bryn Howells) and Georgia
Williams (the daughter of top tenor Mark Williams) who not only performed
their own numbers, but joined the Choir for a one-off(?) and very humorous
rendition of King of the Swingers. Our concert performances rely heavily on
the skill and musical talent of our soloists and once again they have been
excellent.
Our Good Friday Concert in the ParK and Dare Theatre on the 3rd April
2015, was a landmark for us and the Parc and Dare Band in that it marked
the 50th year of performing together. The concert involves us both performing individual items and then joining forces for joint items which bring the
house down. There were people in this year’s concert who were there at the
very first and they are Malcolm Pickins (Parc and Dare Band) and from the
Choir Islwyn Morgan, Norman Martin, Reg Stephens, William Watkin, Bryn
Jones and David Powell. Many different Choir members walk through our
doors, but these members have literally devoted a lifetime to the Treorchy
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Male Choir. To mark his 50th year in the Choir Bryn Jones was presented
with a gold watch in our Autumn concert and whereas the others mentioned
have received theirs at different times, Bryn now joins this higher echelon of
chorister. On the subject of service to the Choir, Keith Owens was presented
with his long-service certificate at this year’s Annual General Meeting, which
recognises 21 years within the ranks. Keith is a baritone at heart and for
many of those 21 years he learned and performed in that section, only then
to transfer to the second tenor section (in order to bolster numbers) and
effectively re-learn our entire repertoire. To say that he done this with ease
and is now a fully established second tenor comes as no surprise to those
who know him. Well done to all concerned.
During the year the Choir were pleased
that Ruth Madoc accepted our offer of
Honorary Lady Membership and she
joined us in practice one evening and
spoke to the boys with words that were
empowering and heartfelt. Honorary
Membership was also bestowed on Dame
Mary & Doug Perkins and Roy & Maddie
Sarre during our tour of Guernsey in
recognition of the work they done, which
will hopefully lead to more in the future.
The tour itself was one where it felt we
were treated like royalty. We were met
Dame Mary Perkins receiving her award.
from the plane by a party who treated us
to food and drinks. It was only fitting we respond in the way we know best
– through the medium of song. There followed a formal evening event with
more drinks, food and songs (there is a pattern here!), prior to a tour of the
island the following day and official concert in the evening. The expectation
on the part of the people of Guernsey was high and we knew we had to
deliver. The concert hall was full to the rafters with the odd Welsh flag here
and there and the performance, buoyed by the response of the audience, was
one of my personal favourites. We were not helped by the fact it was on the
same day that England were playing Australia in the Rugby World Cup, a win
for England effectively knocking Wales out of the tournament. We obviously
had to concentrate on the job at hand, though we had updates at our halftime break and at the end of the concert. The rest, as they say, is history,
though you can rest assured that we celebrated that night.
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It was also a sad time when we lost Peter Jones, another long-serving chorister, who after nursing his wife through her cancer illness, finally succumbed
in the same manner not long afterwards. Peter will be remembered for his
dry wit and approach to life in general. He never presented as anything other
than a person who enjoyed life and he will be sadly missed.

Following lengthy discussions around the image of the choir, we finally
decided to break from our traditional norm of dinner suit and bow ties, and
introduced a more informal attire for our Milford Haven concert in July. This
outfit has been worn for our official concerts since and reflects a change in
how we see the future for Treorchy Male Choir and fits more favourably with
our ever-changing concert repertoire. Dean Powell compared us to the book
50 Shades of Grey and let’s hope the comparison ends there! If you haven’t
seen us in this attire yet, please make sure you do and let us know your views.
Thanks as always go the continued service of a range of personnel within our
ranks – Dean Powell and Gareth Evans for the MC duties, Ray Daniels for the
solo numbers from within the ranks and to people who do a lot behind the
scenes, namely the committee and others who go that extra yard to ensure
the Choir maintains it’s standards, not just when performing on stage. Also
thanks to Tony Davies for his continued work particularly with the Junior
Musician Competition, which this year spread it’s wings further, with more
schools wishing to take part. The competition itself is designed to recognise
the talent of our children and to encourage these participants to continue
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performing in the year’s ahead. Hopefully, we will then see them coming into
the choir as adults and bolstering our number with youth. A desirable for any
male choir.
For me personally, it was a great achievement to finally complete a challenge
which had been spoken about and publicised for some time. The climb up
Macchu Picchu in the beautiful country of Peru was extremely arduous, but
I was ‘joined’ by the support of so many choristers and members of the public, which made the task easier. The important aspect was that £11,500 was
raised for Ty Hafan, a total that I could not imagine when I set out with the
sponsorship forms. Choristers joined ranks to assist and so much of this sum
was raised from our audiences at different venues. Tony and Angela helped
in so many places with their buckets and the boys gave generously from
within the choir. Even Rocky (Roger Watkins) made facebook appeals in his
own imitable style and eked out more needy monies. Also, a special mention
here to a friend from my school days who donated £1000! He wishes to remain
nameless and I will honour that – but suffice to say, that was a hugely generous
donation and my personal thanks (and on behalf of Ty Hafan) go to him.
It is a great honour to grace the stage as a member of the Treorchy Male Choir
and I know I am not alone in saying that. I am amazed that more are not
doing this regularly and I speak to so many people who want to join and then
just don’t. I know I went through similar thoughts prior to joining and all I
can say now is that I wish I had done so a lot earlier. I have missed a number of years when I could have been a part of this and I urge you not to miss
out also. We have vehicles for recruitment in our junior musician competition and minstrel events, though it does rely on our current members
knowing and approaching someone who’s interested. It is a constant challenge to maintain and improve our numbers, so a plea on behalf of the choir
to take that plunge. I can guarantee you will not be disappointed.
The year ahead promises more fruits for our labours and we will shortly be
attending the centenary memorial event of World War I being held in Mametz
Wood in July. It will be a huge honour to be performing in such a worthy
event and we will ensure that we respectfully recognise the sacrifices that
were made, through what we be a very emotional concert I’m sure.
Furthermore, the upcoming year marks another milestone for the Treorchy
Male Choir, in that we will be embarking on our 70th anniversary celebrations since the choir reformed after World War II. The concert year is full and
the repertoire constantly evolving.
Don’t you just want to be a part of it?
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MY LOVE FOR THE GREAT WELSH CHOIRS
By GARRY OWEN, BBC BROADCASTER
I am delighted to have been asked to contribute to Excelsior for the Treorchy
Male Choir, and am very honoured to be included in a long list of distinguished contributors.
Male voice singing has been a part of my life from the very beginning. My
father was one of the founder members of Pontarddulais male voice choir.
Being part of the choir was extremely important to him on a musical and
social level, and to all of us as a family.
I still remember the stories he would bring home after concerts or eisteddfodau. He would quote with relish what such and such an adjudicator had said,
and describe with joy the performances of wonderful artists that had joined
the choir on stage.

It was the music, and of course the comraderie that made male voice singing
so important to our family.
Even as a child I was a big fan of choral “big” numbers such as Pren ar y Bryn,
or Martyrs of the Arena! I also knew the popular post- concert favourites off by
heart…Delilah, or Keep your Eyes on your Driving and your Hands on the Wheel,
were to be heard frequently in our house and car!!!
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Being associated with the choir also gave me an opportunity to hear and
enjoy great artists such as Stuart Burrows, Delme Bryn Jones, Elizabeth
Vaughan and Maureen Guy. These singers made a lasting impression.
On a personal note, the Pontarddulais male choir gave me opportunities to
develop my skills as a presenter and performer. As a child I was a very keen
eisteddfodwr, and enjoyed singing and reciting. Many a time I would call up
to the choir rehearsal to have a quick run through, “un tro bach” as they say
in Welsh, before an eisteddfod. It was a great chance to try something out,
and especially useful if I was planning to perform a new song. Believe me the
choristers could be very encouraging, but they were also very honest…if they
thought there was room for improvement, they wasted no time in letting me
know that more practise was needed!!
Those impromptu performances eventually led to opportunities to perform
on stage with the choir in concerts and those opportunities have been invaluable to my career. This is where I learnt to address an audience, to be
confident, to prepare thoroughly, to build up a rapport with listeners, and
other performers. These are skills I still use today and am eternally grateful to
the choir and their talented conductor Noel Davies for helping a young singer
along the way.
I am not the only person who has benefited from the support given to me by
the local male choir…there are countless other presenters, artists, accompanists, composers and instrumentalists the length and breadth of Wales and
the UK who owe a debt of gratitude to conductors and choristers, for their
support.
It was an honour for me to share a stage recently with Treorchy Male
Choir…it was a name mentioned with tremendous respect by my dad…that
and Pendyrus!
Thank you for a great night of music, and for being such a professional group
of guys…without taking everything too seriously!!! We had a lot of laughs!
May I wish you all much success for the future, and long may you continue
to ensure the tradition of male voice singing continues to thrive in our communities.
Pob dymuniad da i chi fel cor ,mae eich cyfraniad yn allweddol bwysig i ddyfodol canu corawl yng Nghymru. Mae gennym draddodiad godidog o ganu
corawl,ac mae’r gwaith i chi yn neud i gadw y traddodiad yna yn fyw yn allweddol bwysig. Pob llwyddiant i chi.
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CONDUCTOR’S NOTES
By JEFFREY HOWARD
It’s a difficult job - being a male choir conductor. You have to keep a good
balance of the repertoire that your audiences want to hear, repertoire that the
choir wants to sing and also introduce new pieces to ring the changes and
keep everyone’s creative juices flowing. In Treorchy Male Choir we have a
great tradition to uphold and people expect to hear certain pieces from the
‘old school’. The hymns, the amens, the folk songs and everything else that
you associate with TMVC.. Many is the time that we have travelled abroad
to England and done a concert, only to have someone come up to me at the
end, saddened because we didn’t sing Bryn Myrddin. ‘But we sang Cwm
Rhondda, Deus Salutis and Gwahoddiad’ I say to them, ‘I don’t think I could
fit in any other Welsh hymns.’ I’m also pleased to say that we have a large
repertoire of new arrangements that no other choir sings.
It’s an exhausting job - being a male choir conductor. You have to be able
to sing all the parts in the rehearsal room so that each section can learn
their parts. Repetition is the key - over and over again until it is right. And
then we work on the blend and why some chords just don’t seem to sound
in tune - not because the pitch is flat or sharp, but because we’re singing
the wrong vowel. And however much a proud South-Walian I am, our
spoken accents don’t always blend as nicely as we would like. I use my
voice all day everyday as a voice coach and conductor of other choirs, so
sometimes I’m not able to sing all the parts how I would like, and then keeping
order in the rehearsal room like a sergeant
major takes its toll on the old vocal cords.
It’s a rewarding job - being a male choir
conductor. The discipline in the rehearsal
room reaps its rewards on the concert platform. Many is the time that we have
performed a new piece and I’ve thought to
myself, I’m so glad we nailed that particular
rhythm or series of notes in those first
rehearsals. If you gloss over something at
the start of the learning process, you will
never be able to alter it later on in my experience. Call me pedantic, but to keep ahead of
the game, you have to head the musical problems off at the pass. Musical muscle
memory is a blessing when things are right, but a curse when they are wrong!
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It’s a fun thing - being a male choir conductor. I have always said that if
I’m not enjoying myself whilst making music, then I don’t want to be
doing it. I like to keep the humour alive in the rehearsal room and on the
concert platform - and there are often things which happen in a concert
that the audience don’t know about, but the choir and I do - and we have
a good giggle about it, like the times when I bring the tenors in to sing
something that the basses are supposed to be singing!!

It’s a community thing - being a male choir conductor. I have to bridge the
gap between the choir and the audience by creating something that the choristers and the audiences enjoy - a wide variety of repertoire and styles,
repertoire that is relevant (TMVC is not a boy band!) and something for
everybody. TMVC enjoys a wide-ranging repertoire which can be accompanied by band, orchestra or piano alone, in cathedral, concert hall or school
hall at home and abroad. Here I must pay tribute to our pianist Helen
Roberts who always comes up with the goods, and also to our guest soloists
who are the icing on the cake at our concerts.
The choir enjoys the support of its audiences and supporters and it is a pleasure to continue making music together for you all.
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LONG SERVICE MEMBER AWARD
Congratulations to Keith Owens on reaching his 21 years membership in the
Treorchy Male Choir.
Keith originally joined the baritone section way back in the early 1990s after
spending a weekend in the company of
choristers on their trip to St Andrews,
Scotland.
Sadly his demanding job which took
him across the UK, meant he had to
relinquish his membership within the
year. But it wasn’t long before Keith
returned to the Choir and has been a
faithful chorister ever since.
A few years ago he re-learned the entire choral repertoire when he joined the
Second Tenor section – quite an achievement!
He received his Long Service Membership Certificate from Chairman David
Bebb at the Annual General Meeting.

AN EVENING WITH THE TREORCHY MALE CHOIR,
St Mary’s Calne in Wiltshire warmly welcomed members of the Treorchy
Male Choir to an important fundraising concert in January 2015. The
evening was raising
money for The Armed
Forces Fund and was
attended by parents and
friends of the school,
members of 9 Regiment
RLC as well as our guest
of honour Brigadier
Greville Bibby CBE. St
Mary’s Chamber Choir,
Opera Ensemble and
String Sinfonia all performed as well as two
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Speech & Drama scholars. St Margaret’s Chamber Choir with children aged
9-11 also performed and the evening was hosted by BBC Radio 3 Petroc
Trelawny.
The Armed Forces Fund is a collaboration between three leading public
schools: Radley College, Downe House & St Mary’s Calne to raise money to
support the education of children of armed forces personnel (of any rank)
who have been killed or injured in current conflict.

More than 300 guests attended the evening and enjoyed a wide range of
choral music and readings including Cantique de Jean Racine Fauré, I will
sing with the spirit by John Rutter, Ar Lan y Mȏr arranged by. J. Howard, Eli
Jenkins’ Prayer Troyte, Do not go gentle into that good night - Dylan Thomas,
Chattanooga Choo Choo arranged by Pete Schmutte and all the choirs came
together for a wonderful and truly uplifting rendition of Battle Hymn of the
Republic arranged by Howard and accompanied by a St Mary’s Music Scholar
on Flugel.
Bethan Dudley Fryar, Artistic Director Cantabile Concert Series and Director
of Vocal Studies St Mary’s Calne invited The Treorchy Male Choir and
planned the evening. She said, ‘it was an immense pleasure to invite the
Treorchy Male Choir to star at the second Cantabile Gala Concert in the
Chapel of St Mary’s Calne, in aid of the Armed Forces Fund. The very
thought of these passionate, earthy voices combining with the promising
voices of St Mary’s and St Margaret’s schools whetted the musical appetites
of a sell-out audience and the event itself raised the roof with astounding
power and finesse.
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The concert is a major fundraising event in our charity calendar, and presenting the Treorchy Male Choir this year ensured that the Gala Concert was
powerful in its music-making, sharing the stage with the youthful voices of
St Margaret’s and St Mary’s schools. It also meant that the Chapel was at full
capacity!
The Chamber Choirs and Opera Ensemble were profoundly moved and
astounded by Treorchy’s hearty, tender and occasionally perfectly humorous
approach to song, and the evening was undoubtedly a highlight in our musical tradition. The depth and inventive programming of Treorchy’s musical
resources was particularly outstanding, and the Grand Finale of Battle Hymn
of the Republic involving all musical forces was a stunning display of collaboration and intense dedication. I felt that my talented colleague, Jeff Howard,
stamped this year’s event with his fine musical flair, having created the
bespoke arrangement for the finale.
The Armed Forces Fund is fiercely proud of the Treorchy’s contribution to a
strikingly memorable Cantabile Concert in 2015. I was personally proud of
my Welsh heritage and the Eisteddfod tradition which courses through the
musical veins of the Treorchy Male Choir, and which the audience shared
here in Calne for one spectacular evening in January 2015. Thank you
Treorchy!’
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Brigadier Greville Bibby CBE was very pleased to be invited to speak as he
explains, ‘I was thrilled to be invited to attend an evening of music at St
Mary’s Calne where over £12,000 was raised for the Armed Forces Fund, a
charity established to provide education opportunities for children who have
lost a parent whilst in military service. The evening was a rare feast of musical treats, but undoubtedly the highlight for me was the extraordinary
Treorchy Male Voice Choir. Although I’m a career soldier without a musical
bone in my body, I was blown away by the unbelievable range of sounds the
choir achieved. It was a very intimate venue which meant the sound of the
choir completely enveloped the audience; a truly wonderful experience.
Wales were due to play England in the rugby six nations the following day so
I took the opportunity to suggest that I hoped for their sake Wales’ rugby was
as good as the Treorchy Choir’s singing - it wasn’t! Thank you gentlemen,
your contribution to such an emotional occasion was immense and it is
unlikely to be forgotten by those of us who were lucky enough to be there.”
All the choirs were hugely privileged to sing with the Treorchy Male Choir
and 3 children from St Margaret’s Preparatory School have shared the following memories:
I was lucky enough to have been given the opportunity to sing with one of
the best male choirs in the world. It was a once in a lifetime experience and
I enjoyed every minute performing with them. They were not only an incredible choir vocally, but every single one of them was friendly and encouraging.
I most enjoyed the finale, when all three choirs sang on stage; it was a very
special moment that I will not forget. Everyone was buzzing with excitement
and I got the feeling that the audience were feeding off our energy. My
favourite performance from the male choir was when they sang the famous
pop ballad ‘You Raise me Up’; the choir told a story that brought tears to my
eyes. I thoroughly enjoyed the concert and left the Chapel having learnt lots.
I would not sing with the choir again – because it is so much more meaningful and special to live in the moment once and remember that one chance
forever. It was a truly magical night. Bea
In the depths of the dark winter our spirits were lifted from an amazing night
of music. Although we hadn’t heard of the Treorchy Male Choir, we soon
came to realise why they were one of the best male choirs in the world; having sung to everyone from royalty to presidents all over the globe. It was such
an honour to watch them perform but even more of an honour to perform
alongside these fabulous men. We were singing for the soldiers; and together
with St Mary’s we raised a huge amount of money for this cause. It was a
spectacular, unforgettable night. Bella
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Singing with the Treorchy Male Choir was incredible from the moment our
choir stepped on stage and felt their huge, powerful voices rush over our
heads. I think it’s safe to say we all felt privileged to be standing there! I very
much enjoyed being able to sing with them as they are one of the top choirs
in the world, every moment seemed very special when we were singing, especially in harmony. I had never sung with that many people of all different
vocal abilities and I felt extremely happy to be there.
The Armed Forces Fund is part of the Calne Foundation Trust Registered
Charity 1147327 © 2013

JUNIOR MUSICAN OF THE YEAR 2015
Treorchy Male Choir’s 10th Junior Musician of
the Year Competition celebrated its milestone
anniversary with a wonderful night of young talent performing to a packed audience.
Emily Richards of Tonyrefail Primary School won
the Singer’s Category while flautist Grace Jones of
Oaklands Primary School won the instrumentalist section.
For a decade the competition has inspired hundreds of schoolchildren to follow a hobby or even
a career as a singer or instrumentalist.
This year’s Grand Final, held at Treorchy
Comprehensive School welcomed Welsh actress Ruth Madoc to present the prizes.
Shellyann from The Voice also performed her latest recording. Other special
guests included Leighton Andrews AM
and the Mayor of Rhondda Cynon Taf
Cllr John Watts.
Organised by Tony Davies, a total of 20
primary and junior schools in the two
valleys entered the competition which
is funded by a variety of local businesses, supporters and Choir. It has
recently received further funding of
£5,000 from the Treorchy Wind Fund.
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A REVIEW OF THE ST. DAVID’S DAY CONCERT
AT FFWRNES THEATRE, LLANELLI
Compere Garry Owen had it right: We’re ahead of the game in Llanelli.
Ymlaen (Forward) Llanelli and all that . . .
It takes a certain amount of swagger and style to stage a St David’s Day concert well ahead of the actual event. But, Llanelli is a place brimful with ‘hwyl’
and making this concert work was never going to be a problem.
It flowed like a river in full flood. Dramatic, inspiring and surprising.
It was something of a surprise to learn that this was only the second appearance in Llanelli by the famous Treorchy Male Voice.
A surprise also to see ‘debut day’ conductor Ryan Wood guiding the 50-plus
choristers through a challenging programme which set a high performance
benchmark for the evening.

There were old favourites such as Calon Lan, Ar Lan y Mor and Myfanwy. But
there were also plenty of surprises – the Xhosa/Zulu South African folk song
Senzenina, a cheerful You Make Me Feel So Young and Roses of Picardy,
which featured a spoken rendition of the World War One poem In Flanders
Fields.
The ‘guys’ on stage received plenty of competition from the ‘girls’.
The Amman Valley Côr Lleisiau’r Cwm have an edge over most female choirs
– musical director Catrin Hughes is supremely talented and her arrangements
fizz with passion, energy and enthusiasm.
The singers of Côr Lleisiau’r Cwm take a very obvious delight in their singing.
The joy shines through in everything they do.
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The choir’s programme included the Karl Jenkins favourite Songs of the
Plains, Deuwch i’r dyfroedd, Arglwydd Ior fe’th glodforwn (from Sister Act),
Y Meysydd Aur and a very topical (well, this is a Rugby World Cup year) Byd
Yn Un (World In Union).
Rising tenor star Samuel Morris, already something of a local hero in Llanelli,
broke off from his studies at the Guildford School of Acting to join the
Ffwrnes bill.
Llanelli audiences are accustomed to Sam’s commanding stage presence, but
it was plain from the off that his months away in college have given him an
extra edge, an extra ‘wow’ factor.
His first-half Anthem (from Chess) blew the audience away.
And there was further evidence of Sam’s growing maturity as a singer in the
second-half of the show when he balanced Bring Him Home (from Les
Miserables) with Pan Fo’r Nos Yn Hir (the Ryan Davies classic).
Talk about testing your range from high notes to low notes. It was a challenge,
but Sam met it head on, much to the delight of his ‘home fans’.
The evening closed with Sosban Fach, featuring both choirs and Sam. But
this was no ‘same old’ arrangement. Under Ryan Wood and accompanist
Helen Roberts, Sosban Fach was given some Russian polka folk dance dressing – a fitting touch of swagger and style to close the show.
As we have come to expect down the years, BBC Wales and BBC Cymru presenter and journalist Garry Owen was a excellent host for the evening.
The ‘tie’ change to ‘Armani’ in the interval added to the fun. Perhaps next
time, Garry, will borrow Ryan Wood’s bright red shoes? Who knows? But we
certainly look forward to the next time!

50TH GOOD FRIDAY CONCERT CELEBRATED
It was a momentous occasion indeed!
The 50th Good Friday Concert featuring the Treorchy Male Choir and the
Parc & Dare Band at our hometown theatre of the Park & Dare was an
evening to remember.
Although both organisations have thrilled audiences for well over a century,
the Good Friday concerts became an annual event in 1966 thanks to the
inspiration of two legendary Rhondda musicians.
Fellow teachers and friends John Cynan Jones and Ieuan Morgan saw the initial
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concert grow into an annual
performance and we owe an
immense debt of gratitude to
them.
At this year’s event we gathered all
the choristers and players who
appeared in that first Good Friday
concert.
Pictured are Malcolm Pickins (Chairman, Parc & Dare Band), Islwyn Morgan,
Reg Stephens, David Powell, Norman Martin and William Watkin. Also present was Bryn Jones, but sadly we arrived too late to be photographed!
Well done to you all for your wonderful dedication!

A REVIEW OF THE DINAS POWYS MUSIC FESTIVAL
One of the world’s best male voice choirs performed to a full house as part
of the Dinas Powys music festival.
Treorchy Male Choir entertained an appreciative audience with a mixture of
traditional Welsh hymns and songs, along with Holloywood classics.
“Cwm Rhondda”, “Myfanwy”, “Calon Lan” and “Sospan Fach” were all well
received favourites.
The soloist was Sophie Gregory, a student of the Welsh College of Music and
Drama. Her rendition of “Summertime” and Ivor Novello favourites “Waltz of
My Heart” and “Some Day My Heart Will Awake” wowed the crowd.
“My Love Is Like A Red Red Rose”, “Wonderful World” and a Zulu spiritual
were all much enjoyed under the excellent conductor Jeffrey Howard.
Mr Mark Thompson, chairman of the festival thanked everyone who had
worked so hard to make the night such a success.
For 130 years the Choir has been recognised as one of the greatest choral
ensembles of all time. The Choir has appeared alongside many international
entertainers and has undertaken an enviable number of tours to Canada,
USA, New Zealand and Australia.
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IN MEMORIAM
PETER JONES

Beloved husband of the late Jean,
much loved father of Janet, devoted grandfather to Leah
Courtfield, Court Street, Blaenclydach
LIFE MEMBER OF
TREORCHY MALE CHOIR
Born November 29th 1938
Passed Away January 10th 2015
Aged 76 years
Members of the Treorchy Male Choir were deeply shocked and saddened by
the loss of Peter who had been such an integral part of the organisation for
forty five years. During that time he made an incredible impression on his fellow choristers, making many lifelong friends who will miss his presence
enormously. Peter joined the Choir in 1970 and found his niche in the
Second Bass section, where he enjoyed the camaraderie and good nature of
his new-found friends. Enjoying a dry-sense of humour, Peter soon endeared
himself to all and enjoyed all aspects of Choir life, from frequent rehearsals,
concerts and overseas tours. In 1986 he joined the Choir on its ground breaking tour of Australia, performing twice at the Sydney Opera House. He also
visited USA and Strasbourg on their successful concert tours and more
recently performed before HSH Prince Albert of Monaco in Monte Carlo.
Peter was made a Long Service Member and a Life Member of the Choir due
to his dedication to the organisation.
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Peter was born in Park Street, Clydach in 1938 and grew up in the local
Central Pub where his parents Elizabeth and Wyndham were landlords. Peter,
an only child, went to Porth County School before starting work in T.C. Jones
in Tonypandy and a year later he joined the NCB. During his school years he
developed his love of rugby, one that would lead him to play for Penygraig
RFC and become a staunch club member for the rest of his life. In 1956 he
was called up to National Service and enrolled in the Welsh Guards, travelling extensively across Europe and stationed for lengthy periods in Germany.
Before leaving for his term in the Welsh Guards he met Jean Davies one
evening at the Library Dance Hall in Tonypandy and they continued their
courtship during his travels. They were married in June 1961 and lived in the
Central Hotel for a while before buying their own house in Court Street,
Blaenclydach. A year later and their only child, Janet was born. Peter secured
employment in the Finance Department of British Gas where he spent the
rest of his working life, before retirement in 1995. Peter continued to enjoy
part-time work for both Hilda’s Florist and Conti’s Fish Shop in Tonypandy
for several more years. The couple moved to a new home at Courtfield and
enjoyed their retirement despite the ailing health of Jean and their daughter
Janet.
Following an extensive period of ill health, during which time Peter cared so
lovingly for his wife, Jean passed away only a few years ago. Sadly, Peter also
became ill last year and despite a battle bravely fought, he passed away only
a few months later. Peter was a kind and generous man, who loved his family, the Choir, rugby and lived life to the full. He will be sadly missed by all
those who had the pleasure of knowing him. Today we salute his memory
and mourn his passing.

THE VERY BEST IN CHORAL SINGING
A REVIEW OF THE CONCERT AT THE SEVERN THEATRE,
SHREWSBURY
Obviously being a border town there is much fun to be had between the
English and the Welsh. But tonight all ribaldry forgotten as the spirit of Wales
was released on the audience and for the evening we were all honoury Welsh
citizens to the last.
When one ventures to see Treorchy Male Voice Choir one expects the very best
in choral singing and one gets it. With not a note out of place the boys sang
their way through a little of the Welsh hymn book, Vera Lynne, Westlife and
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others. The beautiful anthem from Carousel, You’ll never walk alone, was also
amongst the highlights..
It was to say the very least, an uplifting experience and I defy any member
of the fortunate audience to say that at one time or another during the set,
they did not feel emotional and maybe a little tearful.
Treorchy has an incredibly sensitive approach to their music and with such
stunning arrangements they are able to beautifully bring out the pathos in any
song. All complemented with their rich Welsh accents.
The show ran in two halves with contributions also from the Welsh Soprano,
Ros Evans. She was not only delightful in her patter to the audience but her
powerful voice rang throughout the highest regions of the theatre, so clear, so
strong and so alive.
Initially the Grand Piano accompaniment was mixed slightly too high in the
levels and distracted from the main sound which is the music made from the
beauty and simplicity of the human voice. When the choir sang acapella one
really witnessed exactly what sixty voices can do.
However overall, the piano added another dimension and the show was
indeed even better for it.
Moving much more for a contemporary feel in the second half the boys were
creatively steered through their numbers by the conductor Simon Jones. Like
a single operative of a powerful machine he held the choir back and trickled
the mighty power of their voices through, just when it needed it most.
Roses are blooming in Picardy had a touching feel as it was pointed out the
next year will be the centenary of the Battle of Mametz Wood in Eastern
France. Many Welsh men were killed and two members of the choir had also
lost relatives there. So as they sang the melody we were treated to the poem,
In Flanders Fields by John Macrae. The marriage of this song with verse was
poignant without over sentimentality and will be a fitting tribute, as they have
been invited by the Western Front Association to go across and sing at the
memorial events next July.
This was a great night. There was none of boasting or name dropping that
one can receive on nights like this. Instead the boys from Treorchy took hold
of the Theatre and the audience and stated firmly this is what music can do
and this is what we can do with music.
Could one ask for anything better? I think not and in true honoury
Welshman style I shall say to them all Diolch Yn Fawr!
This is a four star review.
Owen J. Lewis.
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TREORCHY MALE CHOIR
TOUR OF GUERNSEY
OCTOBER 2-4 2015
Treorchy Male Choir’s first visit to the Channel Island of Guernsey was the
result of a long association between Musical Director Jeff Howard and Roy
Sarre BEM, the Musical Director of the Festiva Choir. The multi-denominational Christian choir from Guernsey was celebrating its 30th anniversary and
Roy, along with his wife Maddie, planned the Treorchy’s visit to the island as
part of their year of festivities. The three-day venture was supported by
Festiva’s patron, Dame Mary Perkins, who along with her husband Doug,
founded the international Specsavers optician chain more than 30 years ago.
It was a unique privilege for the men of Treorchy to enjoy such an outstanding welcome from a genuinely lovely group of individuals.
On Friday October 2 choristers, dressed in their new black polo shirts and
grey trousers, boarded the double decker Ferris Coach to arrive at Bristol
International Airport by 1pm. With the usual check-in and security procedures over with, many settled in the bar for brunch and a few drinks before
they boarded the specially chartered Aurigny ATR 72-500 plane bound for
Guernsey Airport. The aircraft only included the Treorchy “party” of choristers, accompanist Helen Roberts, conductor Jeff Howard and his wife Rachel.
With an attentive pair of stewardesses on board and Captain Jenny Webster
in the cockpit the propeller aircraft took off at 3.20pm and landed 45 minutes later on the beautiful island of Guernsey.
On arrival at Guernsey Airport the choristers were greeted by two rather small
buses, which barely managed to carry the luggage and themselves together!
Fortunately it was a relatively short journey to the beautiful harbour town of
St Peter’s Port, the island’s capital and its majestic Castle Cornet. This 800
year old castle stands at the mouth of the harbour and is much bigger than
it first appears. Formerly a tidal island, like Lihou on the west coast of
Guernsey, it was first fortified as a castle between 1206 and 1256, following
the division of the Duchy of Normandy in 1204. In 1339 when a French
force captured the island and occupied it for several years, Cornet was
besieged and captured, and the garrison massacred.
With the advent of cannon and gunpowder, the castle was remodelled
between 1545 and 1548. During the English Civil War (1642–1651), under
the command of Colonel Roger Burges the castle was the last Royalist garrison to surrender. It served as official residence of the Governor of Guernsey
until 1672 when the keep was catastrophically destroyed. A bolt of lightning
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struck the magazine of the castle, destroying the keep and a number of living
quarters. It became integrated into the breakwater after the period of the
Napoleonic Wars.
Along the breakwater, a pond for toy yachts was constructed in 1887 for
Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee, which served as a seaplane base during
World War I. During World War II, it was occupied by a small garrison of
German troops. It was presented to the people of Guernsey in 1945 by the
Crown.

Choristers were treated to wonderful views of the harbour as dusk fell and
walked through the ancient corridors to the Hatton Gallery, surrounded by a
selection of art from the Museum's extensive collection. Located on the top
floor of the Upper Barracks (or Married Quarters), choristers arrived through
the Maritime Museum and up to the Hatton Gallery where they enjoyed
views over the neighbouring islands. It was here that a civic reception was
held by Minister for Leisure and Culture Deputy Mike O’Hara and choristers
were able to finally meet their hosts, Roy and Maddie Sarre. Following a few
words of welcome from Mr O’Hara the Choir was delighted to hear the kind
and gracious greetings of Dame Mary Perkins herself. Dame Mary, who has
also enjoyed a long friendship with Jeff Howard, ensured there was the
warmest of welcomes in Guernsey for the Treorchy men as she expressed her

Celebrating in Guernsey
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delight at finally meeting them all. Unfortunately her husband Doug was in
Twickenham, which was a great shame as he is Llanelli-born! Many of the
choristers remember meeting him at the Melbourne Arts Centre, Australia in
2009 when he came to a concert there. The Choir responded to these kind
and sincere words of welcome with several performances. It was also noted
that Roy and Maddie were celebrating their 49th wedding anniversary and so
the Choir performed “Let it Be Me” especially for them.
With the reception over the choristers boarded the coaches a second time
and travelled the narrow country lanes which snake their way across the
island. Guernsey is a truly beautiful place to visit, with its rolling landscape,
perfect privet hedges and expensive homes. The traffic, which can only travel
at around 25mph faces problems with narrow lanes, which means that driving on sections of the pavement are considered the norm!
Eventually the coaches reached the four-star accommodation for the weekend
visit. St Pierre Hotel and Golf Resort in St Peters Port. Located in 35 acres of
stunning grounds, it is the one of the most well equipped hotels in Guernsey
for business events and conferences. The hotel also offers a variety of dining
options, top spa treatments and one of only three golf courses on the island.
Choristers divided into two and retired to their rooms to relax and change
before congregating once again in the hotel lobby. Drinks were enjoyed on
the terrace and private bar before choristers entered the ballroom where they
were greeted by sixty choristers and their partners from the Festiva Choir.
Festiva is Guernsey's popular and award winning Churches community choir
with members drawn from churches throughout the island. They perform
regular concerts throughout the year at St James' and various churches and
other locations both on Guernsey and neighbouring islands in the Balliwick.
They have participated in BBC TV Songs of Praise, produced several CD's and
perform annually in the Guernsey Eisteddfod. Since 2014 they are officially
twinned with the Jeff Howard’s Cambrensis Choir in Cardiff and have often
visited to sing with them and other Welsh choirs in their Spring concert at St
David's Hall, Cardiff.
Dressed in blazer, greys and membership tie, the Treorchy men were invited
to share tables with choristers from the host choir and enjoyed a splendid
evening in their company. An extensive range of food was on offer in a buffet
fashion and each table individually invited to partake of the delicious menu
ranging from homemade seasonal soup, salad, pasta to poached salmon,
saute chicken, sirloin and fillets to fish to very fine desserts!
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Once the dinner was concluded the formalities of the night began. Roy Sarre
addressed the audience and welcomed Treorchy Archivist Dean Powell to
relate the history of the Welsh choir to their new found Festiva friends. Dean
gave an abridged version of his popular lecture to the Guernsey residents who
were clearly impressed by the incredible history of the world-famous Treorchy
Male Choir. He was followed by Chairman David Bebb who expressed his
gratitude, on behalf of the entire Choir, for the opportunity to visit Guernsey.
In recognition of the tremendous effort involved, Honorary Membership of
the Treorchy Male Choir was bestowed on Roy Sarre and Doug Perkins while
Honorary Lady Membership was bestowed on Dame Mary Perkins and
Maddie Sarre. They accepted the honour without question and kind words of
thanks were expressed by all involved.
Jeff Howard led the two choirs in a combined performance of Cwm Rhondda
before Festiva impressed the Welshmen with a beautiful rendition of the
Guernsey anthem, Samie Charie. It brought a perfect evening to a close as the
Treorchy choristers retired to the hotel bar to continue the celebrations.
On Saturday morning the choristers enjoyed a large breakfast in the ball room
before embarking on a daytrip to visit other parts of the island. They boarded
the two coaches once again and enjoyed a splendid trip across Guernsey,
making an early-morning stop at the Little Chapel. A work of art and a labour
of love, the Little Chapel is possibly the smallest chapel in the world. It was
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built by Brother Déodat who started work in March 1914. His plan was to
create a miniature version of the famous grotto and basilica at Lourdes in
France. Guardianship of the Little Chapel now rests with Blanchelande Girls
College which is run by a Charitable Trust. The Little Chapel is beautifully
decorated with seashells, pebbles and colourful pieces of broken china and
the College has an ongoing programme of repairs and improvements.
The tour continued with a potted history of the island, from its early days
through to its Welsh invasion by Owain Lawgoch and to the Second World
War and Nazi Occupation. The islanders commemorate the end of the conflict every year with a series of memorial concerts to remember the conclusion
of one of the darkest periods in their history.

Choristers waiting for the journey to begin.

Guernsey, officially the Bailiwick of Guernsey is a possession of the British
Crown. As a bailiwick, Guernsey embraces not only all ten parishes but also
the islands of Alderney and Sark – each with its own parliament – and the
smaller islands of Herm, Jethou and Lihou. Although its defence is the
responsibility of the United Kingdom, the Bailiwick is not part of the United
Kingdom but rather a possession of the British Crown.When William the
Conqueror, Duke of Normandy, defeated King Harold and seized the English
Crown in 1066, the Duchy of Normandy and England became one. The
Channel Islands have formed part of that Duchy since the mid-10th Century.

The Choir pictured outside St. James’ Hall
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This intricate evolution of Guernsey's constitution has had some intriguing
results: islanders pledge their allegiance to the Crown, but not to the British
Government - where they have no representation. It has its own equivalent of
Parliament - the States of Guernsey - and its Deputies pass legislation which
broadly follows that of the UK, but is not committed to doing so. They cannot be called for military service outside the islands, except to rescue the
Sovereign if captured by enemies. However, islanders elected to serve their
king in two world wars and fought with courage and conviction. Guernsey is
in the Commonwealth but is self-governed, with its own traditions, taxation,
laws, money, Norman-French language and character.
With castles older than the Tower of London and ancient burial sites and
ruins dating back to the Neolithic period Guernsey has a wealth of history
waiting to be discovered. The islands' unique geographical position has
resulted in a fascinating heritage which can be experienced first-hand around
its coastline or in its many museums.
Further stops were made overlooking a wonderful Les Hanois lighthouse
which rises from a reef on the south west side of the island. Choristers viewed
one of the World War II heavy gun outposts, a reminder once again of the
Nazi occupation of the island.
The trip continued to The
Imperial Hotel overlooking
Rocquaine Bay in Torteval
where a delicious lunch was
provided in the restaurant,
boasting views out to sea.
Choristers spent a delightful
few hours together before
boarding the coaches once
more and returning to the
resort.
At 6pm choristers, dressed in
their new grey suits with black
shirt and matching tie, travelled to St James Concert Hall
for a performance in the
Whittaker Hall. It was at a
public meeting on 30 October
1815 that Admiral Sir James
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Saumarez, later Lord de Saumarez, conceived the idea of building St James.
The church was to provide a place of worship for the British garrison in
Guernsey, where services could be held in English. The building was completed in 1818.
After a full life, which included its use as the Elizabeth College chapel for
many years, the building finally became redundant in 1970 and fell into partial decay. In 1981 The Friends of St James association was formed to achieve
St James’ restoration and then to administer the building as a concert and
assembly hall. The States agreed to pay for this restoration in 1983 and the
building was officially re-opened on 5 July 1985 by HRH the Duke of Kent.
Rehearsals commenced and the Choir was officially introduced to soloist Jose
Paine who is the daughter of Roy and Maddie Sarre. The beautiful auditorium
was befitting as a location for a magnificent evening concert which was of the
highest possible standard. Jeff Howard led his musical troops with a masterful display of conducting, ably assisted as always by Helen Roberts whose
performance at the piano received huge acclaim. The audience’s reaction was
one of tremendous applause and laughter Dean Powell as MC who knew
instinctively that this was a night to remember. The crowd enjoyed the entire
fun-loving atmosphere of the evening without doubt, particularly the tonguein-cheek reference to rival Jersey and the support for Australia against
England in that evening’s Rugby World Cup in Twickenham! Ray Daniels performed his role as baritone with his continual high standards and the Choir
was delighted to share the stage with Jose Paine who impressed one and all.
As for the Choir itself? They’re performance bordered on the magical at times!
Rousing anthems like Bryn Myrddin, Cwm Rhondda and Builth dominated the
first-half with beautiful performances of Y Darlyn, Myfanwy and especially Ar
Lan Y Mor. Of course audience participation was also required for Calon Lan
and Sosban Fach, and with so many Welsh people in the crowd, it was a
delight to hear them signing along. The second half included What A
Wonderful World, Can You Hear Me and the new Nat King Cole Medley. Roses of
Picardy was well received, as was You’ll Never Walk Alone featuring Jose Paine.
The magnificent encore of Men of Harlech was welcomed with the most
thrilling of responses.
With the sound of rapturous applause in their ears, choristers left the stage
assured they had given of their very best. With a feeling of deep satisfaction
of a job well done, they retired to the green room where a second outburst of
singing took place – this time of Advance Australia Fair in honour of the
Australian win in the Rugby World Cup that very evening! The choristers
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returned to the St Pierre Resort for a traditional post-party celebration in the
ballroom. A buffet was enjoyed, followed by several impromptu performance
of both choirs before the celebrations continued in the hotel bar until the wee
small hours of the morning.
Sadly the final day of the visit soon arrived and on Sunday another delicious
breakfast was enjoyed before the 1pm departure for Guernsey Airport. Roy
and Maddie Sarre were present, accompanied by several of their friends to
ensure a typical island farewell to their guests. Treorchy replied with a performance of three songs in the check-in desk area of the airport, much to the
delight of staff and travellers! Soon enough they boarded another of the
Aurigny aircraft, captained by Clive Elsemore and flew to Bristol some 40
minutes away. The Ferris Coach awaited their arrival and the journey home
to the valleys commenced, interrupted with the usual hilarious “Bing Bong
Awards” as provided by Daryl Stacey, naming all the silly mistakes and blunders made by choristers over the weekend!
It had been another memorable and thoroughly enjoyable weekend visit and
choristers had certainly upheld the traditions of musical excellence of
Treorchy Male Choir. The welcome and kindness shown them by the Festiva
Choir and the residents of the island will remain constant in their memories
of Guernsey. We will be back!

OUR THANKS TO TREORCHY
By ROY SARRE, HONORARY MEMBER
Never has a Welsh male voice choir “wowed” the little island of Guernsey
like that of Treorchy Male Choir. The atmosphere in the packed St James’
Concert Hall created a
unique event for the
Guernsey
islanders,
including
honoured
guests The Deputy
Bailiff of Guernsey
Richard McMahon and
his wife Jen Sue
McMahon and Dame
Mary Perkins DBE as
well
as
most
of
Guernsey’s
popular
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Festiva Choir who had invited Treorchy Choir to celebrate their 30th
anniversary.
A fabulous night of music preceded by a joint celebratory dinner of both
choirs. One amazing feature was that of popular Welsh musician Jeffrey
Howard as Musical Director for his very first concert appearance as
Conductor – endearing himself to the audience and evidently winning his
“Men of the Valleys” over to produce the most sonorous of Welsh tones once
could imagine. It was a sound never previously experienced in the rather
unique St James. His tremendous rapport with his pianist Helen Roberts was
wonderful. Jeff felt he had never heard the Choir sing to that standard before.
Finally the coordinated visit and arrangements by the Guernsey and Welsh
officials supported by Specsavers whose main office is here in Guernsey.
The Guernsey visit was genuinely one of the very best ever. So with the
entente cordial of two choirs an outstanding musical extravaganza and lots of
new friendships. Guernsey will never forget Treorchy of the Rhondda Valleys.
Perhaps we shall see two happy choirs sing for the joy and pleasure twinned
together again!

FIFTY YEAR MEMBER
Bryn Jones has become the latest chorister to
join the prestigious “Fifty’s Club” in the
Treorchy Male Choir.
At the Annual Concert in the Park & Dare
Theatre, Bryn received a suitably inscribed
gold watch to commemorate his 50th anniversary as a member of the Choir.
Bryn actually joined the ranks of the second
bass section in 1962 but owing to the ill health of his family members, he left
the Choir for a few years.
Bryn has devoted most of his life to caring for his disabled son while remaining a dedicated member of the Choir.
Chairman David Bebb paid tribute to Bryn and presented him with his watch
to the sound of rousing applause from the hometown audience.
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CHAIRMAN’S TREK FOR CHARITY
Choir Chairman David Bebb made the incredible decision to follow the Inca
Trail Challenge in aid of Ty Hafan childrens’ hospice. Thanks to the generous
support of many concert goers, choristers, friends and family, David raised an
impressive £11,500 for this wonderful cause. This is a selection of excerpts
from David’s diary of his adventure.
The challenge required lots of training (though nothing would equip me for
the high altitude effects) as well as collecting charity monies.
It began with two days of travelling to reach the beautiful city of Cusco in
Peru. Immediately the effects of the high altitude hits you and I suffered
dizziness and nausea to such a degree that I was unable to complete a simple challenge.
The second day involved another acclimatisation walk in the mountains with
our guides for the trek which would begin the following day. The sickness
was still present, though had abated slightly.
Soon we started the Inca trail, which began at the valley floor and climbed its
way steadily through beautiful terrain.
The following day involved seven hours of uphill climbing to reach Dead
Woman's Pass. The heat and the altitude combined to make the task more
difficult and it felt that the climb was never going to end.
The team spread out, though our guides were on hand to help all make the
ascent. Eventually this was achieved and we could truly wonder at the valley
we had just climbed - the height providing us with unprecedented views of
the mountain range.
The next day
began with a very
steep climb as we
meandered
through
lush
forestry
and
ancient civilisations - our lead
guide providing us
with information
on Peruvian culture and history as
we went.
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That climb safely achieved, we continued to walk for several hours along a
narrow path, with a huge drop on our left. Shortly before reaching our campsite, we caught a glimpse through the clouds of our ultimate destination
Machu Picchu - still a long way in the distance.
As a new day dawned and further walking to Sun Gate.
From this vantage point we experienced the wonder of Machu Picchu - the
remains of this ancient civilisation revealing itself through a break in the
clouds.
This was a very emotional moment and the sum of all our efforts not just to
reach this beautiful place, but all the training and collections had led to this
point. Having stopped to wonder for a short while, we made our way into
Machu Picchu and were treated to a tour which lasted most of the day.
The challenge was completed, though it has left a mark with me that will
never be forgotten. The sheer beauty of the Peruvian landscape was magnificent to behold and I am sure I will never witness anything similar again. The
fact that such a lot of money was raised for Ty Hafan only adds to the feeling
of achievement.

ENGAGEMENTS
JANUARY
Saturday 31st

St Mary’s School, Calne

FEBRUARY
Thursday 5th
Saturday 21st

National Museum, Cardiff
Y Ffwrnes, Llanelli

MARCH
Saturday 7th
No 8 Centre, Pershore
Wednesday 25th Junior Musician Competition at Treorchy Comprehensive
School
Saturday 28th
St Augustine’s Church, Penarth
APRIL
Friday 3rd
Saturday 18th
Thursday 30th

Park & Dare Theatre, Treorchy
Atrix Theatre, Bromsgrove
Rehearsal Room, Treorchy (Recording of “Cymoedd Roy”
for S4C)
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MAY
Thursday 14th
Saturday 16th
Friday 29th

Village Hall, Dinas Powys
The Cathedral, Bristol
The Oval, Treorchy

JUNE
Saturday 20th
Thursday 25th

Severn Theatre, Shrewsbury
Parc Primary School, Cwmparc

JULY
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 5th
Saturday 18th
Tuesday 28th

National Museum, Cardiff
St Peter’s Church, Pentre
Torch Theatre, Milford Haven
City Hall, Cardiff

SEPTEMBER
Thursday 4th
Tuesday 16th

National Museum, Cardiff
Caerphilly Castle

OCTOBER
Friday 2nd

Thursday 22nd

Castle Cornet, Guernsey
St Pierre Hotel, Guernsey
St James Hall, Guernsey
Guernsey International Airport
Rehearsal Room, Treorchy (“Whistle for the Wallich”
recording)
Park & Dare Theatre, Treorchy

NOVEMBER
Sunday 8th
Saturday 21st

War Memorials of Blaenrhondda & Treherbert
Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama

DECEMBER
Saturday 5th
Thursday 10th
Thursday 17th
Friday 18th

Leatherhead Theatre, Leatherhead
Paget Rooms, Penarth
Ty Hafan, Sully
The Lion, Treorchy

Saturday 3rd
Sunday 4th
Monday 12th

Printed by Caxton Press Cymru Ltd. – 01443 772134

