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FOREWORD
by RUTH MADOC
It is with great pride that I write to the
Treorchy Male Choir’s Excelsior magazine
at the culmination of what has clearly been
an exciting year for you all.
I remember the Choir reforming after the
Second World War and your performances
having given so much pleasure not only to
us here in Wales but to audiences the
world over.
Whenever there is a major event in our
homeland, you can be assured that the
Choir will be there to perform as a “voice”
of Welsh culture at its very best.
I know that you have been incredibly busy throughout the past year, particularly on your exciting tour of Australia and New Zealand where undoubtedly
you raised the spirits and broke the hearts of every member of the audience
with your beautiful sound.
It was a real delight for me to attend the 2009 Junior Musician of the Year
Competition and I applaud you as an organisation for ensuring that this
important event has become such a successful entity.
You are ensuring that a future generation of fine musicians comes from the
Rhondda Valleys by encouraging them to enjoy the opportunity of public performance.
The incredibly high standard of entrants, and the high-profile list of adjudicators illustrated just how important the evening has become.
The young people were magical and it took me back to my own childhood
when performing in the eisteddfod or at the local chapel. This is the starting
point for them to enjoy a future in music, either as a career or a pastime.
Thanks again to Treorchy Male Choir and may you go on with your joyous
tunes for many generations to come.
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EDITORIAL
by DEAN POWELL
“What would I do without my music?”
“What would I do without my song?”
“What would I do with my music?”
“To make things right when everything seems wrong.”
These lines from one of our latest musical items encapsulates the passion we
collectively feel every time we perform as members of the Treorchy Male
Choir. Looking back on 2009, it comes as no surprise that such emotions
run deep for this was another year of immense success, delight and deep
satisfaction.
So much was achieved in this twelve-month period that it is often difficult to
comprehend how we ever managed it. The Treorchy Male Choir travelled tens
of thousands of miles, entertained a live audience of more than 136,000 people and performed in concert halls and theatre venues that remain
unattainable to many a professional (let alone “amateur”) musical ensemble.
The ongoing success of the Choir was clearly exemplified in the prestigious
list of venues and events in which we performed. Undoubtedly the tour of
Australia and New Zealand proved the climatic point of a very successful year,
but do not underestimate the many achievements reached closer to home.
In an effort to continue our pledge to encourage even more schoolchildren
to enjoy the benefits of musical performance, the fourth annual Junior
Musician of the Year Competition was heralded another triumph. Wales’s

Cardiff City Stadium, July 2009
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great bass-baritone Bryn Terfel remains a firm supporter and patron of the
competition. Due to its popularity two semi-final competitions were held
before a Grand Final where 20 talented youngsters took to the stage. Welsh
actress Ruth Madoc made a guest appearance at the event to congratulate all
those who participated and the Choir was assured that the musical tradition
of the Rhondda is in safe hands for generations to come.
Although we consider “our” Choir to be the one that was reformed in
October 1946, there still remains a vast male voice choir heritage dating from
1883 and it was these two distinct periods of music making that were honoured this year. The presentation of a Blue Plaque to recognise the enormous
contribution made by the Treorchy Male Choir to the cultural heritage of
Wales was an honour indeed – particularly as we are the first Choir in the
world to receive such an honour.
The first plaque has been dedicated to the Choir’s origins at the Red Cow
public house – a landmark building which actually came close to being in the
possession of the Choir at one point in the year as plans were afoot to create
a centre of music there provided financial support could be attained. Sadly it
was not to be, but the opportunities this could have provided us, and the
community at large were immense.
In recognition of its post-war success the Choir purchased a second Blue
Plaque that was proudly unveiled on our spiritual home at the Treorchy
Primary School in Glyncoli Road where our founding fathers reformed the
present-day chorus.
Coupled with the national Welsh love of singing must surely be that of sport
and of course rugby in particular. Therefore it came as little surprise when the
Choir was invited to perform once again before 65,000 people on the hallowed turf of the Millennium Stadium prior to the Autumn International of
Wales vs Western Samoa. Learning the Samoan National Anthem was quite
an achievement too!
However, rugby wasn’t the only sport that drew in the crowds and provided
a world stage for the Choir during the year. The opening of the new £100 million Cardiff City Football Stadium was a massive showcase event for the
whole of the country. It was with honour that the Choir was invited to perform on the pitch prior to kick-off on the opening night as the Bluebirds
prepared to do battle (in the friendliest of terms!) against Celtic Rangers. This
was another large stadium venue where the Choir enhanced its image as an
icon of the Land of Song.
As a registered charity, we continually raise funds for worthwhile causes
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around the globe. This year was no exception as the Choir was invited to
release a new CD single, “The Liberation Hymn”, the proceeds and royalties
of which are being donated to the Help for Heroes campaign. To help such a
cause that supports our brave soldiers who have been wounded in
Afghanistan, has been an absolute privilege for each and every one of us.
Such is our involvement that we were invited to appear at a special Help for
Heroes concert at Winchester Cathedral with former war correspondent Kate
Adie which raised £25,000 in one evening alone.
Musically, our commercial recordings for 2009 didn’t end there. It was with
great satisfaction that we made further approaches to EMI Records who
agreed to release a second selection of re-mastered classics entitled “Songs
Your Have Loved”. Similarly, we look forward with great anticipation to the
widespread release of our “Live in Australia” CD which was recorded by the
Australian Broadcasting Company whilst on tour.
As for our international profile, this was enhanced beyond all comprehension
with the completion of www.treorchymalechoir.com. Thanks to the financial
support of the Heritage Lottery Fund, a tireless year-long process began of
compiling a website that told the full “Treorchy Story”. With 200,000 words
– equivalent to a 500-page novel – the site has been acclaimed by supporters
in all parts of the world. It includes some of the 10,000 catalogued items in
the Choir archives, from photographs and concert programmes, to recordings, television footage and databases of all music performed, concert venues
visited and every single chorister since 1946 which is a geneaologists
“dream”! As the largest website of its type dedicated to a male voice choir, it
is the ultimate showcase for the Treorchy Male Choir and will continue to go
from strength to strength.
Over the years there must be very few concert venues in the UK that have not
been visited by the Choir. During 2009 we continued to take each one by
storm, starting at the Anvil Theatre in Basingstoke and progressively “conquering” (in the nicest, musical sense!) venues in Exeter, Plymouth,
Ludgershall, Cheltenham, Worthing and Telford. It was a pleasure to return
to the Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff City Hall and our new “home from
home” of Llandaff Cathedral.
Two of the engagements stand out from the crowd. The first was the triumphant performance at Birmingham Town Hall just a few days after
returning from the exhausting tour “down under”. This international crowd
of music-lovers clearly appreciated the sound of Treorchy as the thrilling
applause and explosive atmosphere within that fine auditorium displayed one
of the best concerts in the Choir’s history. This atmosphere continued
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throughout the two-day visit in celebration of the 100th International
Conference of Rotarians that culminated in further thrilling performances at
the National Exhibition Centre.
Our Annual Concert in Treorchy was another highpoint of the year as we welcomed our “comrades in song”, Rhos Male Choir to the Park & Dare
audience. This combined event will certainly live long in the memory as both
choirs, united in the love of choral singing, gave of their best to rapturous
applause.
Without question the highlight of 2009 took place over a period of three and
a half weeks as the Choir embarked on its long-awaited fourth tour of
Australia and first tour of New Zealand. The tour, organised once again by
Andrew Kay and his company HVK Productions and costing over £1million
to launch, was run with the precision of a Swiss watch. Two beautiful countries were explored as the Choir travelled from venue to venue by air, road
and sea and entertained almost 20,000 people over all.
This was indeed a happy and hugely successful tour and there is no doubt
that every one of us had the experience of a lifetime. There are too many highlights to mention, but understandably they all relate to individual concerts
that stand out above the rest – the first night in Perth, the concerts in
Adelaide Festival Hall and Melbourne Arts Centre and our first ever performance in New Zealand when we took Auckland, Christchurch and
Wellington by storm.
Then of course the return to the Sydney Opera House for a first-class night of
Welsh hwyl and the climax of the tour came at Brisbane’s Queensland
Performing Arts Centre which sold out months in advance and required a
matinee performance to satisfy the crowds.
New friendships were made, old ones rekindled. A new country was visited
and concert halls conquered. We had indeed done our very best to ensure
the traditions of the Choir had been upheld and this tour was undoubtedly
a lasting tribute to a distinguished 125-year history of which collectively we
remain so justifiably proud.
So to the future, one which remains brighter than ever as this team of choristers and musical leaders continually strive to ensure the name of Treorchy
Male Choir goes from strength to strength.
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CONDUCTOR’S NOTES
By JANICE BALL
When reviewing the last year, it seemed incredible that so much was achieved
in such a relatively short period of time. Many memorable concerts and
events enabled the Choir to become a more cohesive entity, both at home
and abroad.
From January onwards, from necessity, the whole ambience and programming of the Choir was in anticipation of our forthcoming trip to Australia and
New Zealand (a first!) culminating in outstanding performances at Exeter and
Plymouth – a real boost for the 50 choristers soon to be singing on the other
side of the world.
Twenty one concerts in twenty two days was a daunting prospect for such a
small, gallant band of men but, as always, they all gave of their very best, setting exceptionally high standards at the opening concert in Perth. Audience
reaction was overwhelming and remained so for the duration of the tour.
Absolutely stunning performances at Sydney Opera House, Brisbane’s QPAC
and Christchurch made this a truly memorable tour for me, as well as the
slightly more relaxed week in New Zealand where we bussed from Auckland
to Christchurch, enjoying the beautiful quasi-Welsh scenery and imbibing
the local wines!
None of this would have been possible without the support and companionship of the choristers, the skill, musical expertise and friendship of the music
staff Iona, Helen and David, and the amazing organisational skills of Sue and
David from Andrew Kay Associates – thank you all!
Returning to Wales and two days of concerts in Birmingham caused some
trepidation with jet lag and ensemble changes. This was quickly dispelled at
Birmingham Town Hall by the phenomenal response of a packed, multinational audience, an enthusiasm that permeated every event of this
anniversary conference – what a fantastic way of reuniting the Choir.
Sport has always played a major role in the Choir’s activities. Three such
events presented themselves to us – in July the opening of the 27,000 seater
Cardiff City Stadium, the all-Australian Ashes Dinner at City Hall and in
November a performance prior to the Wales vs Western Samoa rugby game at
the Millennium Stadium.
Another highlight of the year was the release of the “Liberation Hymn” in
support of the Help for Heroes campaign. We were also able to reinforce our
support for this charity with a performance at Winchester Cathedral com-
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pered by Kate Adie.
A concert close to every choristers’ heart was the twinning of Treorchy and
Rhos male choirs at the Park and Dare Theatre, a special engagement to
strengthen bonds of friendship and music.
The Junior Musician Competition, established four years ago, has grown and
developed into a major event in the musical calendar of the Rhondda as well
as nurturing the musical ability and enthusiasm of young children.
It was also an honour for the Choir to receive two Blue Plaques this year as a
fitting tribute to choristers and music staff past and present and in gratitude
to the continued support of the school in all our endeavours. We must continue to build on such a legacy for future generations to benefit from the rich
cultural history of the Choir.
Musical content has developed and dictated by and alongside concerts and
events. We were delighted to commission an “Abba Medley” from Jeff
Howard for our tour of Australia and New Zealand – a work that has been
enthusiastically received. A popular inclusion has been “Divine Brahma” and
“The Pearlfishers Duet” – and Alwyn Humphreys’ arrangement of “What
Would I Do Without My Music” which has become the Choirs’ credo.
Last year’s notes declared the need for new, dedicated choristers – a goal
which was achieved with great success during the course of the year and we
look forward to this being a continuing trend.
My thanks go as always to the extremely gifted musicians who embellish and
enhance every concert. Kate’s musicality, enthusiasm and sparkling personality captures the audience every time and we are very grateful for her musical
contribution to every concert.
I was delighted that Iona was able to accompany the Choir on our tour of
Australia and New Zealand as soprano soloist. Iona has travelled widely with
various groups and has a reputation as the ultimate professional – a reputation she upheld superbly on tour with her humour, purity of voice and in
depth knowledge of Ivor Novello (!). She was a huge hit with the audiences
and the boys.
David, our resident “Borganist” (self-confessed ‘boring organist’) in many
ways, became the star of the show on tour. His handling of some of the
biggest organs in the world was quite awesome, and the majesty and
grandeur of his playing received critical acclaim. Diolch yn fawr!
Finally, thank you so very much to Helen for her constant support as
accompanist and for assisting as conductor in rehearsals throughout the year.
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Where would we have been without our male soloists? New music has
included and extended solo lines and we are indebted to Ray and Dean for
the beauty and dependability of their contribution.
Dean, as master of ceremonies, is indeed a master. What ever the mood of
the audience, within minutes (1.9 minutes – I checked last year’s notes!) he
has them in the palm of his hand. An indispensable member of the team,
comedian supreme – and he can sing!
My thanks to the committee for their constant support, advice and patience
and a very special thank you to Fred for all his help, friendship and tolerance!
So we look forward to the future and possible a recording of some of the new
music accumulated over the last two years. We look forward to more new
choristers joining us, more new music and more of the inspired music making which has epitomised the last year.

PROUD TO BE A PATRON
By Bryn Terfel OBE
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you
all on the Treorchy Male Choir Junior Musician of the Year
Competition.
As Patron of the Competition, I know how much of an
outstanding success it has been and now in its fourth
year continues to promote the musical talents of young
people.
Its main aim is to encourage more children to enjoy the
opportunity of performing publicly as a singer or a musician.
The advantages to such aims are many, not least of which is the ability to
further develop your confidence and talents while also allowing them the
opportunity to fulfil your passions and ambitions to perform.
Each and every child involved is a credit to their families, schools and
communities. Above all they are a credit to the Rhondda and to Wales as they
continue to enhance its universal image as the land of music and song.
The Treorchy Male Choir is in itself a legendary musical organisation which
has been a great ambassador for Wales across the world. Here’s to the future!
Pob Hwyl!
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
by BRIAN BATES
It is hard to believe another very busy year for Treorchy Male Choir has
passed. Congratulations must go first to everyone involved in the Choir’s
fourth tour of Australia, this time also visiting New Zealand for the first time.
Once again you have travelled to the other side of the world, bringing great
distinction to our Choir and the Rhondda.
You also had the distinction to be the first Choir to sing on the pitch for the
opening of the new Cardiff City Stadium, which must have been a very prestigious occasion. I am sure that for many of you, perhaps preferring the round
ball to the oval one, memories of the old Ninian Park came flooding back. I
can remember in the late forties and fifties being there for international
matches watching great players like Alf Sherwood, Wally Barnes, Trevor Ford,
Roy Paul (first cousin to our own Reg Stephens), Jack Kelsey, Ivor Allchurch
and the greatest of them all, John Charles.
In June we learned with much sadness of the death of Life Member Robert
Griffiths. Bob served the Choir faithfully as Committee Man, Vice Chairman
and Chairman, carrying out his duties in each of these positions on more
than one occasion. He was due to be honoured with Vice Presidency just
before passing away. Our sincere sympathy goes to his wife Mair, his brother
Sam and all the family. It was fitting that Mair received Bob’s citation posthumously from our Chairman at the Annual Concert
Joining you at the Park and Dare Hall for the “Annual”, your very special
guests for the evening were the Rhos Male Voice Choir - what an excellent
choice it proved to be, with both choirs giving of their best and making it a
scintillating evening for the capacity audience.
The evening also saw chorister Len Gale receive a gold watch for 50 years
long and devoted service. I am sure the whole of the Choir was delighted to
witness this very popular chorister being recognised both for his choral ability and for the warmth, kindness and good friendship he would show to
everyone that he met.
September 25th, 2009 was a very special day in the life of the Treorchy Male
Choir. I was honoured to join Assembly Member Leighton Andrews, the
Mayor of Rhondda Cynon Taf, Cllr. Robert Smith, together with all your distinguished guests, for the unveiling of two Blue Plaques. One was to be
placed outside the Red Cow Hotel, the second, which I was honoured to
unveil, was placed on the wall of Treorchy Primary School on Glycoli Road.
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They were awarded by Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council’s Blue
Plaque Heritage Trail, the first recognising the original formation of the Choir
at the Red Cow Hotel in 1883 and the second, at the Primary School, to mark
the huge contribution to Choir life for over 63 years both as your practice
room and spiritual home.
This marks another year of my Presidency and I send hearty congratulations
to you all for your hard work and your wonderful achievements in 2009. I am
sure everyone has played their part this year in once again maintaining the
magnificent legacies of the past. Our thanks must go to Musical Director Jan
Ball, Accompanist Helen Roberts and soloists Soprano Iona Jones, MezzoSoprano Kate Woolverridge, Baritone Ray Daniels and Tenor Dean Powell,
who is also our compere. I know that throughout the year they have been
ably supported by Chairman Gareth Evans and the hard working
Management Committee.
To every reader, in particular our very loyal and generous Appreciation Society
Members, as ‘Excelsior’ finds its way to you and our many friends around the
world, it carries our best wishes for 2010 to you all.

SINGING WITH THE STARS
by JOHN CYNAN JONES
CONDUCTOR EMERITUS
The appearance on the Choir website of “Video Clips” of some of the Choir’s
performances for commercial television during the 1970s has brought fond
memories to those of us who took part in them. It was an era during which
“ATV” seemed awash with money to spend on lavish, hour-long “Television
Spectaculars”, especially during the Christmas season, bringing us into contact with many world-famous personalities in the field of so-called “light”
music. Most of these productions were the brain-child of that brilliant producer, Jon Scoffield, and included the involvement of an ingenious and
visionary musical associate, the late Ronnie Cass, a rugby-loving native of
Llanelli! The “star” of the show was usually a youthful-looking, handsome
and dashing Tom Jones, which meant that the Western Mail covered the
week’s proceedings in great detail, especially on those occasions when the
Choir’s accompanist was revealed as OUR Tom Jones!
Most of the recordings took place at Elstree Film Studios in Boreham Wood,
Hertfordshire, and choristers would spend three or four nights in hotels in
central London, transport being provided, as always, by “Brewer’s of
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Maesteg”, whose coach drivers, the notorious “duo” of Byron and Elwyn,
treated the city traffic with complete distain. In addition to free accommodation, choristers were compensated for loss of earnings and given pocket
money for meals in the canteen. Recording for television could be a protracted and often tiresome business during those early days, when the
slightest mistake on the part of performers or technicians would lead to one
or more “re-takes,” every one of which necessitated the re-adjustment of
lighting, cameras etc, leading to lengthy periods of inactivity for the performers. In return we were expected to place ourselves at the beck and call of the
production team every day, but rehearsal schedules for the Choir were soon
amended in our favour when Jon Scoffield discovered that the choristers were
already word and note perfect.
Our main task in that first
“Christmas Special” in 1969 was
to provide a vocal track to accompany Tom Jones’s recitation of
passages from Dylan Thomas’ “A
Child’s Christmas in Wales”, in
the form of Ronnie’s arrangement
of a sequence of unaccompanied
carols. This included a brief but
Tom Jones Show, 1969
fascinating ostinato setting of
“Jingle Bells”, the gentlemen in
the orchestra being astonished that we needed neither “bell-note” nor cue of
any kind before each successive choral entry. As choristers, we were equally
enthralled by the virtuoso playing, collectively and individually (as exemplified by the incredible guitar solos of “Big Jim” Sullivan), of the members of
the Johnnie Spence Orchestra. Johnnie, a towering figure in his field, was
Tom’s newly-appointed personal Musical Director, and we established an
immediate rapport and friendship which continued until his untimely death
in August 1977. One of the treasures of my scrapbook for 1969 is Johnnie’s
autograph, below his comment, “A great sound!”
Ronnie Cass taught me several important lessons. Before the first studio
rehearsal of the very first of our programmes I was approached by the orchestra’s Musicians’ Union representative, who, very politely, questioned my
eligibility to take any part in the performance, since he understood that “we”
were all amateur musicians. Ronnie flew to my aid immediately and informed
him that although the singers were not professional, I was in fact a “fully paid
up” member of his own union. Following this embarrassing experience I
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ensured that each side of the Choir conductor’s briefcase was decorated with
the distinctive large yellow and blue circular logo indicating my membership
of “the MU!” The other piece of advice which was to serve me well throughout my career concerned the conflicts of opinion regarding the relative merits
of “sound and vision” in a televised performance. It went as follows: “Never
cross swords with the director of the programme, for he will tell you in no
uncertain terms that 99% of the audience will have their eyes glued on that
television screen and won’t be too critical of the sounds coming out of that
rather small loudspeaker underneath
it.” Wise words indeed!
Within twelve months we returned to
Elstree for Tom’s next Christmas programme entitled “This is Tom Jones”,
and the recollection of the guest appearance of the great Ella Fitzgerald allows
me the opportunity to put to rest one of
the great Choir “myths.” While we were
assembling on the set, a very tiny,
Ella Fitzgerald, 1970
dainty figure wandered about, waiting
for proceedings to begin. It was, of course, Ella, clad in a simple, plain dress,
which caused one of the baritones (who should have known better) to
exclaim later, “Damn! There was I thinking that she was one of the cleaners!”
Yes! – all the choristers were shocked and somewhat embarrassed when I
called an immediate halt to our first “run-through” of “Just a closer walk with
Thee.” I explained to her, very quietly and professionally, that she had begun
her solo two bars early, for the version given to Choir and instrumentalists
began with a four-bar introduction. She was most apologetic and her eyes
never left me during the recordings. Ella explained that “Just a closer walk”
was a deeply expressive spiritual which was usually sung at funerals as the
coffin was lowered into the grave.
Her performance was made all the
more moving by that melismatic
ornamentation of the simple
melody which was such a feature
of her vocal style, and she was
moved to tears by the contribution
of the choristers grouped behind
her. Following the performance,
Ella paid us the honour of allowBurt Bacharach, 1971
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ing us to take the arrangement into our repertoire – with the proviso that it
would never be given to any other choir!
In February 1972 a section of the Choir joined Tom and that amazingly-talented American musician, Burt Bacharach, to record Burt’s “show-stopper”,
“Raindrops keep fallin’ on my head.” Ronnie Cass had written some witty
dialogue for Tom and Burt which mentioned the long tradition of Welsh
singing – and we amused Burt with a Welsh-language rendering of
“Raindrops”, which began, “Glaw man yn disgyn ar fy mhen!” A feature of
the “after-glows” which followed the recording of these programmes was the
presence of many of Toms’ London-based Welsh friends whose faces were
familiar to viewers of television. Glyn Owen (of “Howard’s Way”), Windsor
Davies (of “It ain’t ‘alf ‘ot, Mum” & “Grand Slam”) and the two Tonypandyborn Houston brothers, Donald and Glyn, were regular visitors – and Tom
was a most generous host, for his famous call for “104 pints, please” to the
bar staff (repeated at least once) became the stuff of legend! Generally speaking, the autograph hunters among our choristers behaved themselves very
well and were often rewarded with signed press photographs – it was
rumoured that over 150 such photos of Julie Andrews found their way to
“the Valleys” despite there being only 100 choristers on duty!
The “Leo Sayer Show” differed in some ways in that it was a BBC2 production recorded at the BBC Television Theatre in Shepherd’s Bush and entailed
no overnight stay. Leo, a most amiable young man, had achieved great
acclaim for his recording of “The Sound of Silence,” and was an absolute
delight to work with. This proved to be one of the biggest challenges of my
career, for, surrounded by members of the audience, I had to conduct from a
position in the front row of the upper circle of the theatre, with the singers
some forty feet away on the film set – and the orchestra watching closed-circuit television monitors in an adjacent studio. If anyone doubts this they have
only to examine the “close-ups” of the faces of choristers, for all eyes are
focussed upwards. This was another of Mike Sammes’ arrangements, as was
the Choir’s “solo” item, a rather lovely rendering of “Send in the Clowns”, in
which Jennifer’s hands are pictured during the several beautiful piano interludes which Mike had composed especially for her. Our recording sessions
with Harry Secombe were always riotous occasions for, as such a seasoned
performer, he was always at hand with a joke or two to ease any tension during a rehearsal or while filming. Ronnie Cass had been Harry’s musical
director for many years, and ultimately he achieved his ambition of bringing
the “Highway” series to Treorchy. Filming sessions were long and arduous,
and were not helped by the poor weather which put an end to hopes of out-
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door work.
But what of the occasions when the presence of the conductor was not
needed? When we came to take part in the “Julie Andrews Christmas
Special”, technology had advanced to a degree where it was possible to
involve choristers in complex stage routines while singing. As often happened, choristers were “type-cast” as Welsh miners or industrial workers,
clad in the traditional “Dai-caps and mufflers”, but were now required to
move around the set amidst swirling artificial snow, which meant that they
had to mime to a pre-recorded tape. This sound recording of “Ring,
Christmas Bells” was accomplished swiftly, and meant that my involvement
was soon over. I could now relax, unlike the gentlemen of the Choir, who, following time-consuming sessions in “wardrobe and makeup”, were subjected
to what seemed endless camera rehearsals. Our choristers have always been
renowned for their mastery of the art of miming to a pre-recorded tape, for
we adopted the simple expedient of SINGING the music quietly instead of
the usually-accepted method of “silent mouthing.” Julie seemed anxious to
make friends with everyone around her on the set (especially Sam Griffiths,
whose solo introduced the carol), and she was fascinated by our diction and
breathing. Mike Sammes had now become the principal composer of vocal
arrangements for these programmes, but the ending of “Ring Christmas
Bells” caused him no little trouble, so that task was subsequently handed to
me. My revision of the fortissimo climax led our top tenors to peal out their
high “B flats” effortlessly, topping the rich six-part harmony, and this became
the model for the increased complexity of many of Mike’s subsequent commissions. During those two days I often met that great actor, Peter Ustinov,
taking his exercise up and down those endless corridors at Elstree. Plodding
along with hands clasped behind his back and a look of complete boredom
on his face, he would greet me with a wry smile, growling phrases such as
“We’re redundant today, aren’t we?”, for he had only a tiny, non-speaking,
“walk-on” part at the very end of this particular item!
In the vast majority of cases my conducting was done out of camera shot,
something which pleased me immensely, for I have always held the opinion
that, on television, the sight of someone waving his arms about in front of a
choir or an orchestra is an intrusion, a view not dispelled by repeat viewings
of these videos. Incidentally, it would be a mistake to think that all the performances on the web-site reflect the quality of the original sound or vision,
for several of the “clips” have obviously suffered from countless amateur
“copying” processes, while at least one other seems to have been recorded on
a hand-held domestic camcorder. Finally, quite apart from our musical repu-

Excelsior for 2009:Excelsior for 2005 (Mac).qxd

18

2/8/10

15:37

Page 18

EXCELSIOR

tation, why was it that OUR choir was invited to take part in these programmes? I can now reveal that, many years ago, a young lad in his final year
at Trealaw Secondary Modern School had experienced great difficulty in persuading someone in authority to provide him with a reference for his first job.
In desperation he approached the only
teacher who had shown any interest in his
career. This man readily agreed to help him,
and the youth’s application was successful.
He went on to achieve world-wide fame in the
field of musical entertainment as Gordon
Mills, the man who “discovered” and “managed” a young singer from Treforest – Thomas
Woodward, known to us all as “Tom Jones.”
John Cynan Jones and Julie Andrews Gordon Mills never forgot the kindness
shown to him by that teacher – a very, very,
special person – none other than Mr W J “Donna” Griffiths, Secretary of the
Treorchy Male Choir!

CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS
By GARETH EVANS
The past year has proved to be a truly remarkable one in the history of our
Choir. When you actually examine the events of the last twelve months you
realise this is something many choirs would not achieve in an entire lifetime.
We have performed a full programme of concerts the length and breadth of
this country. We have undertaken a major overseas tour with 21 concerts
throughout Australia and for the first time, the magical country of New
Zealand. This was a trip that saw us perform at world class venues to capacity audiences who showed their appreciation with their warm applause and
standing ovations. The tour party left these shores with a vast amount of
experienced choristers left behind as they couldn’t travel due to health, work
or family reasons. Nevertheless the Choir took with them their good wishes
for a successful tour.
It was also very encouraging – on those last few rehearsals prior to the tour –
to see choristers who were not touring, come to rehearsals and give the
heartiest congratulations and encouragement to the touring party. This was a
party that consisted of a number of inexperienced choristers who, together
with the more senior members, gave their all and the newcomers grew in con-
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fidence as the tour progressed.
On the domestic front we have performed at wonderful venues and to warm
audiences once again. One of the highlights was the news that we would
become the first Choir to receive a Blue Plaque commemorating over 125
years of choral singing. A wonderful achievement.
Two major sporting events came to our capital city with the opening of the
new Cardiff City Stadium and the hosting of the first Ashes Test to be held in
Wales. It was Treorchy that received the invitation to attend them both. We
also appeared at the prestigious 100th Conference of International Rotarians
which was another splendid occasion. Once again we appeared at the
Millennium Stadium, this time prior to the Wales vs Western Samoa rugby
international. It gave us the opportunity to brush up on our Samoan – and
by the time the game came along we were fluent! Dr Haydn James thanked
us once again and repeated his old saying, “You can always rely on Treorchy.”
During the year we released two CD albums, “Songs You Have Loved” for
EMI Records and “Live In Australia” for ABC. One of our proudest moments
was releasing a new CD single entitled “The Liberation Hymn” in aid of the
Help for Heroes Campaign.
I’m sure other choirs often ask, “Why Treorchy?” The answer is that’s its due
to the worldwide reputation of our Choir. This is a reputation that has been
built over so many years by former choristers and music staff. It’s a reputation that we are proud of. Within our ranks we have people who put in extra
efforts and it is only right that we acknowledge their immense contribution
to the Choir.
Firstly our Secretary, Frederick O’Brien, who yet again has worked tirelessly
in the role. The past year has brought even more pressure with the arrangements for the tour. You only have to see the amount of correspondence that
he took with him on tour. On behalf of the Choir he deserves our fulsome
praise. Secondly to Dean Powell, a man who commits a tremendous amount
of his time for the benefit of this Choir. He single-handedly wrote over
200,000 words and put together a fascinating website devoted to the Choir
which was funded by the Heritage Lottery. Dean doesn’t only give his time in
the role of Archivist and Publicity Officer, but is responsible for arranging the
Minstrel events which are a very important feature of the Choir. As editor of
Excelsior, he puts in a tremendous amount of work and performs his duties
as soloist and compere to the highest standards. He has carried out all of his
duties to the highest level at all times during the past year and we all thank
him greatly.
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Our other soloists must also be congratulated. Firstly to John Bowen who
showed his commitment to the Choir by performing a role many of us would
not have the courage to accept. Ray Daniels performs to the highest standards every time he is called upon. His performances during the tour of
“Music of the Night” was haunting and one of the highlights of the trip.
Also my thanks to those gentlemen who raise thousands of pounds for Choir
funds by selling CDs after performances. Stuart Hill, David Bebb, Alan Lewis
and Daryl Stacey all deserve our thanks. I would also like to pay tribute to
two choristers who year after year contribute to the Choir above the call of
duty. To Mike Russ who has raised large sums of money by arranging the raffles at our Annual Concerts. Also to Will “phonetic” Thomas who transcribes
all the very difficult languages we often perform in!
The Junior Musician Competition has grown into an event we can all be
proud of as we help young children build their character and confidence.
This event requires a tremendous amount of effort and to our Vice Chairman
David Bebb. Tony Davies and their team of choristers, we are grateful to them
for ensuring the smooth running of the event.
Once more I would like to pay a personal tribute to the Management
Committee of this Choir for all of their efforts during the past year. I must also
thank our dear friend Jean Lawrence who raises thousands of pounds per year
with the sale of raffle tickets and despite ill health insisted that she went to
the local supermarket to continue selling tickets again this year.
We are fortunate to have an exceptional music staff. Jan Ball’s enthusiasm and
professionalism has contributed greatly to the success of the past year. In
many ways she is unique. She possesses a tremendous musical talent
equalled by her wonderful personality. Thanks also to Helen, a young lady
who consistently performs to the highest standards. Her performance on the
new “Live in Australia” CD is testimony to her outstanding playing.
We have much to look forward to in the exciting year ahead. Even greater
opportunities lay before us and together we will continue to enhance our reputation as a world famous musical organisation.
Choristers and music staff combined have ensured our reputation is continually enhanced. It is our responsibility to maintain these standards and I ask
you all to double your efforts in the year ahead. In doing so you will ensure
the name of the Treorchy Male Choir remains at the very top of choral
singing.
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VALLEYS OF MUSIC AND SONG
BY CLLR. ROBERT SMITH
MAYOR OF RHONDDA CYNON TAF
It is a great pleasure to be able to contribute to this edition
of Excelsior. There have been many notable persons who
have contributed previously and it is an honour to be
invited to follow that long list of worthy contributors.
As a young child living in England music was part of my
childhood, comprising of brass bands and choirs and the
name of the Rhondda Valley, and in particular Treorchy,
was a beacon that shone across the United Kingdom. On
moving to live in Wales it was a great pleasure to be able to listen to the Choir
live in concert and have that spine-tingling experience that the Choir is able
to create.
On being installed as Mayor of Rhondda Cynon Taf the opportunity to meet
with Choir members, and to listen to their music making, has become a regular feature. These experiences have shown the commitment that the
gentlemen songsters have to each other, their community and the various
charities that they support.
Personally I am pleased that the Choir has released for the Help for Heroes
charity the recording “Liberation Hymn” as this is one of my chosen charities
for this year.
This recognition of military personnel who have been injured takes the Choir
back to its 1946 roots as it was reformed after World War Two from workers
who had remained in their industries and returning soldiers, sailors and airmen.
The establishment of the Junior Young Musician of the Year competition has
given young people from the Rhondda the opportunity to show their talents
and play before an audience.
The early history of the Treorchy Male Choir is, in many ways, a mirror image
of the community and industrial changes that formed the Rhondda Valley.
The upsurge in the religious revival movements, the establishment of the
eisteddfod and the influx of people of all nations, and cultures, resulted in a
common cause of music making.
Treorchy Male Choir has, since that time, provided Male Choral Music of the
highest standard and is, for many choirs, the standard to which they aspire.
The blend of voices has confirmed the view that Wales is the ‘Land of Song’.
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The name of Treorchy is synonymous with the Rhondda Valley and music
making.
The reputation of the Treorchy Male Choir has become wide spread on many
continents. Their recent visit to Australia and New Zealand carried the Welsh
flag and raised it high and broadcast once again the name of the Rhondda
Valley and Wales.
As Mayor of Rhondda Cynon Taf it is my privilege to wish the Choir good fortune and many more successes in the future.

LIBERATION HYMN
Treorchy Male Choir prided itself in the vast amount of
money raised by concerts and recordings for many hundreds of charities. Therefore it was with immense
enthusiasm and honour that the Choir agreed to see
the release of a new CD single, entitled “The Liberation
Hymn” with all of the proceeds being presented to the
Help for Heroes campaign.
“The Liberation Hymn” – a huge anthem of a song - was originally called
“The Millennium Hymn” and was composed by Vernon Hopkins, a former
member of Tom Jones’s 1960s band, The Senators. It was recorded in 2000
but never released, until now. The Choir was approached by Kevin King of
Optimum Records, who agreed to release the single, with the wounded soldier’s charity becoming the beneficiaries of the proceeds.
Help for Heroes (H4H) was founded by Bryn and Emma Parry after a profoundly moving visit to Selly Oak Hospital in the summer of 2007. Bryn and
Emma met some extraordinarily brave young people who had been badly
wounded in the current conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq. In just two years a
staggering £30million was raised.
Kevin King, of Optimum Records, said he wanted to make the single after he
heard a South Wales charity rugby match for the cause had been cancelled.
“The Liberation Hymn” has enjoyed an extroardinary amount of radio airplay
since its release and the Choir continued its support for Help for Heroes by
performing in a sell-out concert at Winchester Cathedral with compere Kate
Adie, in aid of the charity.
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TREORCHY MALE CHOIR & COCA COLA
JUNIOR MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR 2009
Talented schoolchildren throughout the Rhondda gave the performance of
their young lives at the Grand Final of the Treorchy Male Choir and Coca
Cola Junior Musician of the Year Competition.
A total of 19 children took to the stage at Treorchy Comprehensive School hall,
which had been magically transformed into an atmospheric theatre, before a
packed audience of 600 parents, teachers and supporters.
The winner of the Singing Category was Treorchy Primary School pupil Jack
Johnson who performed “Where Is Love” from Oliver! The winner of the
Instrumentalist Category was Charlotte Lewis of Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg
Ynyswen who performed “Can You Feel The Love Tonight” on the cornet.
Now celebrating its fourth year, a total of 20 primary and junior schools in
the two valleys entered the competition which is sponsored by Coca Cola
Enterprises. The patron for the competition is Welsh bass-baritone Bryn Terfel
MBE.

Adjudicators Derek Holvey, David Geoffrey Thomas, Janice Ball,
Dr. Alwyn Humphreys and Ros Evans
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Rhondda Assembly Member Leighton Andrews opened the evening’s
proceedings and Welsh actress Ruth Madoc, famous for her role in the 1980s
comedy, “Hi De Hi” presented the prizes. A performance of items by the
Treorchy Male Choir was also given, resulting in rapturous applause.
Over the previous three months hundreds of schoolchildren auditioned in a
series of preliminary heats, judged by members of the Treorchy Male Choir.
Two further Semi Finals were held in Porth County Comprehensive School
and Coleg Morgannwg in Llwynypia.
The finalists received a certificate, trophy and tickets for themselves and an
adult to a day out in London to “The Lion King” in the West End.
The two winning finalists of one singer and one instrumentalist each received
£200 prize money, a trophy and the Treorchy Male Choir & Coca Cola
Trophy to be retained by their school for one year. As a special prize they
enjoyed an all-expenses paid trip to Euro Disney, Paris for themselves and two
adults.
They also had the opportunity to share the stage with the Treorchy Male
Choir at the Park & Dare Theatre on Good Friday.

The Finalists
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Ruth Madoc with winners Jack Johnson and Charlotte Lewis

The Grand Final had an impressive list of adjudicators, including Dr Alwyn
Humphreys MBE, the Conductor Emeritus of Morriston Orpheus Male
Choir, WNO Soprano Ros Evans, Conductor of the Four Counties Youth
Choir Derek Holvey, Janice Ball, the Conductor of the Treorchy Male Choir
and David Geoffrey Thomas, organist at Llandaff Cathedral.
Ruth Madoc, told the audience: “The incredibly high standard of entrants,
and the high-profile list of adjudicators illustrates just how important this
evening has become and Treorchy Male Choir should be congratulated for
making it another outstanding success.
“The young people here tonight have been magical and it takes me back to
my own childhood when performing in the eisteddfod. This is the starting
point for them to enjoy a future in music, either as a career or a pastime. You
are all exceptionally talented and this really has been an occasion to
remember.”
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BRASS AND VOICES
By
LIEUTENANT COLONEL CHRIS DAVIS OBE ROYAL MARINES (Retired)
Having retired as the Principal Director of Music of the
Royal Marines in May 2009, I have now found myself
beginning a new career as a freelance musician. I hope
to continue to conduct ensembles as a conductor,
with particular interest in brass bands.
I am a member of the Association of British Brass Band
Adjudicators and hope to explore how more openness
can be brought to this ‘black art’. I also have a wish
to give something back, encouraging young people to
achieve their musical potential and to experience the enjoyment I have had
from music.
In January 2009 I was asked to compère a concert at the Anvil Theatre in
Basingstoke featuring Hampshire Music Services and their guests the wonderful Treorchy Male Choir.
What I really enjoyed about working with the Choir was their sense of
integrity, enthusiasm and most of all their great professionalism. These qualities must not be taken for granted and comes at great expense, not only
financially but in terms of their own individual time and energy.
I had to keep reminding myself that these people sing for the love of it and
many of the professional musicians that I work with could do with experiencing the commitment and passion that Treorchy displayed. They would also
do well to achieve the same consistently high standards of performance
realised by this top male choir.
Having worked with some wonderful choirs over my years as a Royal Marines
musician, this was not really a surprise to me, however Treorchy’s class shone
through. Their discipline, flexibility and sheer hard work impressed everyone,
sponsors and audience alike.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone involved with the
Choir a busy and successful New Year and hope that we meet up again on a
concert platform very soon.
Footnote: Dr. Chris Davis OBE was born in 1959 in Eastleigh, Hampshire, and
took an early interest in music, playing in various ensembles in and around the
Winchester area. These included, from 1969, the Hampshire Youth Concert Band
under the direction of John Knight, until he joined the Royal Marines Band Service
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in September 1975.
On completion of three years training at the Royal Marines School of Music, he
joined the Band of the Commander in Chief Naval Home Command as a clarinet
and violin player. The next eight years, six as leader of the orchestra, saw continuous
service on board Her Majesty's Yacht Britannia, including two circumnavigations of
the world, two Royal Honeymoon Cruises and trips to the Americas, Australasia and
the Far East.
In July 2002 he assumed the position as Principal Director of Music Royal Marines
and Commandant of the Royal Marines School of Music, the seventh in a line of celebrated musicians who have held these appointments.
In the New Years Honours list of 2007 Chris was recognized by Her Majesty the
Queen for services to music and appointed OBE of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire. Chris retired from the Royal Marines in May 2009 after 34 years of
service and now pursues a busy career as a freelance conductor and adjudicator.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP
During the year Life Membership of the
Treorchy Male Choir was bestowed on
former Chairman Roger Morse.
In recognition of 35-years unbroken
service, Roger received the highest
honour that can be presented to a chorister, from Chairman Gareth Evans at
the Annual General Meeting.
Roger, who joined the First Tenor
Section in 1974, spoke eloquently of
Roger Morse receiving Life Membership the many happy years spent in the
from Gareth Evans
ranks of the Choir.
A former Committee Member for his section, Roger served as Chairman from
2000 to 2005, leading the Choir on its tour of America and Canada and also
to Scotland in 2002.

SONGS YOU HAVE LOVED
Treorchy Male Choir released another album of classics produced by EMI
Records in 2009.
The 20-track album of re-mastered arrangements recorded over a 25-year-
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period has been released to commemorate their 125th
anniversary.
“Songs You have Loved” includes modern favourites
includes “Yesterday”, “Bridge Over Troubled Waters” and
the Bob Dylan protest song “Blowing in the Wind”.
There’s also a selection of classical items including
Handel’s “Hallellujah Chorus” and Bruckner’s arrangement of “Ave Maria”.
No album is complete without some Welsh favourites including
“Laudamus”, “Llef” and “Bryn Myrddin.”
The album also includes a special arrangement of “Hava Nagila” and features
the arrangement of “Just a Closer Walk With Thee” which was presented to
the Choir by Ella Fitzgerald following her appearance with them and Tom
Jones in 1971.

TOUR OF AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
MAY 21ST – JUNE 15TH 2009
Thursday May 21st / Friday May 22nd
The long-awaited fourth tour of Australia and first tour of New Zealand was
organised once again by Andrew Kay and his company HVK Productions and
cost over £1million to launch. Together the Choir worked tirelessly to ensure
this trip, hailed as the “125th Anniversary Tour” was an outstanding success.
With an air of immense excitement, choristers departed Treherbert at
3.45am, arriving at Terminal Three of London Heathrow Airport by 9am. A
guide was awaiting our arrival and ensured a quick passage for choristers to
check through their luggage and proceed to the main departure lounge for
the usual pre-tour exercise – a pint or two in the nearest pub.
It was well known that the famous “Clec Committee” had been formed once
more by Daryl Stacey to collect the details of idiotic errors made by choristers during the tour! With notepad and pen in hand, it was time for the Chief
Cleccer to collect the “Billabong Awards” of the tour.
As always, Roger “Rocky” Watkins provided the early-morning entertainment
with his inability to find a) a boarding pass; b) a passport. Len Gale was a
close second! Other choristers had some memorable moments in the airport
when they socialised with pop singer Craig David.
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On reaching Gate 5 at 11.55am, we boarded the gigantic Singapore Airlines
A380, named the Star Alliance (SQ0317). This two-deck state-of-the-art craft
– the largest in the world - had some 480 passengers on board for our long
journey towards the Antipodes. We departed at 12.25pm and within a short
period were settled into our surroundings for the 12-hour journey of 6,761
miles.
This was an incredible craft and the flight was calm and hugely enjoyable
from the outset. Until that is we were informed by the chief steward,
“Gentleman, you have drunk us all dry. There is no more alcohol to be found
on board.” In such frantic situations there is only one solution – to settle
down for a few hours sleep while watching one of the many movies on offer.
At 12midnight (UK time) we reached Changi Airport in Singapore. Chorister
Selwyn Jones (1B) was rushed to a medical bay after being taken ill on the
journey, but recovered sufficiently for the second leg of the trip. Many of us
settled into a lounge area to relax for an hour before boarding the second
Singapore Airlines craft (SQ223) for the four-and-a-half hour flight to Perth in
Western Australia, 2,432 miles away.
Our memorable arrival at the capital of Western Australia – and the most isolated city in the world - didn’t end there. Many of us were met by tour
organiser Pia di Paulo, tour manager Sue Gannon and production manager
David Lang at the airport. However, on arrival at the large 60-seater coach
(Roberts Coaches, driven by Murray James) the alarm bells started to go off
in the airport due to a bomb scare and the entire building was evacuated.
It was only a short 25-minute drive to the centre of this beautiful city of Perth
where we reached the Seasons of Perth Hotel at 37 Pier Street. By 7.30pm
many of us settled into the hotel bar for the evening to enjoy the first of many
social events together. As the Victoria Bitter, Pure Blond and Carlton Kings
beer flowed, the choristers certainly began to soak up the welcoming atmosphere from the many Australian guests.
Saturday May 23rd
At 8am many of the choristers ventured downstairs to the breakfast room for
a hearty meal. Alwyn Lewis, Dean Powell, Keith Owens and Gareth Evans
were met by publicist Lynne Burford who took the four of them to the ABC
Studios in downtown Perth to be met by broadcast journalist James Lush
who was presenting his Saturday morning show. They were lined up behind
a set of microphones to perform Calon Lan before Dean undertook a lengthy
interview and they concluded the show with a rendition of We’ll Keep A
Welcome. So successful was the visit that the telephones began ringing non-
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stop during the performance as people requested information on how to buy
tickets for one of the concerts. It helped sell a further 128 tickets in an hour.
The choristers enjoyed the opportunity to explore the city once more, many
paying a visit to the Perth Concert Hall then down to the harbour and pier
on the Swan River for a coffee next to the Choir’s old haunt, The Lucky Shag
Bar. Others enjoyed all the sights and sounds of the Swan Bell Tower and
Barrack Square where many of the locals took interest in the bright red tour
jackets and stopped to asked the choristers about the visit to Perth.
At 4.15pm choristers left the hotel on board the Roberts Coaches and headed
for the beautiful resort of Mandurah 47 miles away. Daryl took the microphone and for the first time the daily awards for stupidity were announced!:
Mention in Dispatches:
Rennie Phillips The great explorer couldn’t wait to get to Australia to see the
water going down the plug hole in the opposite direction
Dennis Lethbridge Phoned Wyn Davies at 6.30am in Leigh Delamere to tell
him where he was. He rang the wrong number, got through to a total stranger
and said “Hello Darling, how are you?”
Alwyn Lewis Thought he was in a really long queue for the bar in the airport. In fact he was waiting outside Starbucks which was two shops away
Ivor Williams The only chorister to have a seat in the upper deck of the
plane and explained it was “a better view up there.”
Terry George At Singapore he kept trying to pick up a coin in the arrivals
lounge and realised it was the stud holding the carpet down
John Bowen Tried to suck his gin and tonic through the stirrer
Arthur Miles Said he was taking his sweets around the bus for the boys. We
were on a plane at the time
Daryl Stacey Couldn’t hear the film through the earphones on the plane.
Probably because he was plugged into Dean’s handset instead
Gareth Evans The ace detective explained that in the Bell Tower in Perth
there were…. wait for it….bells.
Dean Powell Couldn’t get over the amount of union jacks hanging in Perth.
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They were of course the top left hand corner of the Australian flag
Daryl Stacey Left his suit trousers and his shoes in Treorchy
Gareth Lawrence Went out cycling with Adrian Owen and Dai Evans and
despite being a young, fit man asked them slow down on the hills because
he couldn’t keep up
David Thomas While practicing on the piano (in outstanding fashion!), the
boys passed by and threw coins at him. “I take requests”, he replied.
Iona Jones Thought we had a week off in the middle of the tour. Forgot we
were going to New Zealand
Len Gale Looked at his watch and thought it was 9am. In fact he had turned
the watch forward correctly, but it was upside down when he looked at it and
it was really 3am.
Dennis Lethbridge Directed Jan and Iona to the river, but sent them up hill
in the wrong direction
Gareth Evans Must remember to switch on the iron before using it.
Alan Bowen Requested Carer’s Allowance for looking after Len
AWARDS
Bronze John Jones for leaving his suit in Treorchy
Silver Len Gale for general twpness on tour
Gold Anonymous!
On arrival at the Mandurah Performing Arts Centre it was learned that all 765
tickets for the performance had sold out weeks ago and it was a pleasure to
return to such a beautiful area and outstanding auditorium. The evening performance was a total success and left many of the choristers and audience
moved to tears. The sheer scale of excitement for each item performed was
testimony to the incredible success of the evening.
The Choir gave some very memorable performances, under the direction of
Jan Ball and accompanied by Helen Roberts as did that of soprano soloist
Iona Jones, who was accompanied on the piano by David Geoffrey Thomas.
Iona gave an exceptionally fine performance, and one of the highlights must
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surely have been her duet with Ray Daniels from Parry’s Hywel a Blodwen.
From now on she was known affectionately as “Blod”; while Dean renamed
her singing partner “Ray Pierce Brosnan Daniels”.
Dean Powell also remained a major component of the evening by not only
acting out his duties as compere with usual professionalism, but also performing the solo items in “Stars”, “Unwaith Eto’n Nghymru Annwyl”,
“Pearlfishers”, “Abba” (where the Choir agreed with his statement “If I tell a
joke, you’ve probably heard it before!”) and “My Little Welsh Home”.
The audience’s responses gave a clear indication of its firm choral favourites,
particularly of “With A Voice of Singing”, “Llef”, “Lord’s Prayer” and of
course the breathtaking “Les Miserables Medley”. In the second half the
opening operatic numbers of “Soldier’s Chorus”, “Pearlfishers” and “Speed
Your Journey” set the standard for a quality performance which endured
throughout the remainder of the evening. The “Abba Medley” was certainly
well received, as was the final section of “Myfanwy”, “You Raise Me Up” and
“My Way”.
However, nothing prepared us for the astonishing response to “Men of
Harlech” immediately after “Senzenina”, which caused a near standing-ovation before the first bar was completed. The Welsh exiles certainly voiced
their deep appreciation of this iconic battle song. “Nessun Dorma” followed
and the nostalgic “We’ll Keep A Welcome” to conclude the concert before
the anthems of “Advance Australia Fair” and “Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau” completed an unforgettable debut performance. As we walked off stage the
chanting of “Oggie! Oggie! Oggie!” was heard from the delighted crowd.
With a deep feeling of satisfaction, of pride in our achievements, and relief
that the first concert of the tour had been so well received, the Choir returned
to Perth by 12.30am and retired to their beds!
Sunday May 24th
It was a day to remember when we not only entertained and musically conquered the audience of Perth Concert Hall once – but twice. It was indeed a
phenomenal experience and certainly a highlight of the tour. We could never
have imagined the ecstatic response from two huge audiences, the sheer professionalism of the Choir’s performance, the show-like atmosphere of the
event complete with technical effects, lighting and sound.
Dressed in our grey trousers, touring shirt and red jackets, we left the Seasons
of Perth Hotel at 1pm and walked the short distance to the Perth Concert
Hall. Once inside the building we marched onto the concert hall stage, aghast
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at the sheer enormity of the auditorium, towered over by a spectacular organ.
The three-tiered auditorium, with a 1,900 seating capacity, appeared overwhelming.
A mood of nervousness, yet overwhelming determination to succeed, pervaded the ranks of the choir and the moment we stepped on stage for the
3pm matinee performance we were welcomed by an incredible sight and
sound of 1,300 people filling the silence with rapturous applause. From that
very first note of “With A Voice Of Singing”, the Choir was assured of a performance of note.
From the delicate “Y Darlun” the intensity of the performance reached an
early climax in the “amen” section of “Llef”. For the first time on tour David
Geoffrey Thomas performed the breathtaking organ solo of the “Toccata”
from Vidor’s 5th Symphony followed sharply by the Les Miserables medley.
The mood was intense!
With the introduction of so many new lighting techniques, including silhouettes of the Choir and colourful arrangements of spots, the theatre-like quality
of this production staggered belief.
The second half opened with another organ solo introduction for Sibelius’s
“Hymn from Finlandia” with Iona Jones performing the first verse in Welsh
followed by the Choir. Ray and Dean joined forces for the “Pearlfisher’s Duet”
by Bizet and this section ended beautifully with the “Chorus of the Hebrew
Slaves” from Verdi’s Nabucco.
The “Abba Medley” certainly entertained the audience and we gave them a
finale section to remember in “Myfanwy”, “You Raise Me Up” and “My Way”.
However, nothing quite prepared us for the phenomenal response we
received to “Men of Harlech” following “Senzenina”. A near standing-ovation
during a song is not something that happens very often! “Nessun Dorma”
and “We’ll Keep a Welcome” followed by both national anthems brought the
afternoon performance to a close.
We left the stage feeling a deep sense of satisfaction after giving a first-class
concert to a first-class audience. However, it also gave us a sense of foreboding as we wondered how on earth we could repeat, let alone improve, on it
for the evening performance. A two-hour rest saw many of the choristers venture out for food and drinks and at 8pm an even more staggering sight and
sound than the one earlier in the day, welcomed us on stage.
Over 1,700 people gave us the loudest of applauses as we marched into the
auditorium. From the very first item we knew this was an audience that was
out to enjoy itself as the loud cheers of applause and laughter rang in the ears.
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It was certainly a performance to remember.
Much to the Choir’s surprise one member of the audience ran forward and
gave Dean Powell a large leek, who ceremoniously waved it on stage!
Monday May 25th
Leaving the hotel at 7am we travelled to Perth International Airport and at
9.30am boarded the Qantas Flight No. QF668 for the 2,114 mile journey to
Adelaide in South Australia. The two-and-a-half hour flight allowed many of
us time to relax and indeed reflect on such a wonderful start to this tour.
On arrival at Adelaide we were whisked off to the Mercure Grosvenor Hotel
on North Terrace in the centre of the city and were soon settled into our
rooms before the 6pm call to gather in the hotel bar and greet representatives
of the Metropolitan Male Voice Choir of Adelaide, whose President

Enjoying the sights of Adelaide.

exchanged gifts with Choir Chairman Gareth Evans.
The Choir then began a short pub crawl around the city, starting in the
Strathmore Bar before settling into the perfect surroundings of the Dog and
Duck Bar for food and drinks until late into the evening.
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Tuesday May 26th
Following breakfast many choristers took the opportunity to board one of the
trams which took them the length of the city on the Sir Donald Bradman
Drive and through the suburbs to West Beach. Plenty of shops, a large beach
and marina to enjoy as we got together for group photographs, meandered
along the busy streets and appreciated our surroundings! Despite the cold
weather, it was great to get some fresh air as we walked the seafront and onto
the pier.
At 6pm the entire Choir, dressed in the grey trousers and tour shirts with red
jackets, carried their dress suits over to the Adelaide Festival Theatre, the
venue which they first conquered in 1986 and we returned to again on our
month-long tour in 1999. Australia's first multi-purpose arts centre was
designed from the inside out by architect John Morphett. It’s impressive
auditorium with its bright red and natural wood interior provided a memorable location for the evening performance before an audience of 1,400
people.
The evening concert was another great success and although the audience
first appeared more subdued than previous evenings, they rewarded us with
a rousing standing ovation and calls for two further encores.

Sightseeing Adelaide.
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The actual concert programme remained largely the same as the previous
evening, although David Geoffrey Thomas had something of an ordeal performing the large theatre organ which was sited behind the stage! This meant
that Jan had a camera pointing on her as she conducted, so David could follow her beat! He also impressed the audience with his performance of the
Toccata and Fuge in D Flat Minor.
The Choir gave another very rewarding performance of Welsh, operatic and
modern favourites for the large crowd. As always the Les Miserable medley
went down a total storm and the operatic items – especially The Pearfishers
Duet – received rapturous applause. The crowd appeared very impressed by
the Choir’s ability to tackle Abba and once again rose to their feet when
Senzenina ran into Men of Harlech in the final section of songs.
With the sight of Welsh flags being waved in the crowd, and the sound of
their loud applause in the ears, we left the stage quietly confident that we had
once more left out mark on Adelaide.
Wednesday May 27th
By the end of the day we all felt totally and utterly exhausted. A mixture of
prolonged jet-lag, constant travelling, a demanding rehearsal and an evening
concert in a large hall did little to raise the spirits of the touring party.
However, despite the shortcomings, the audience at the Llewellyn Hall in
Canberra were ecstatic about the entire performance, which was reassuring to
say the least.
We left the Mercure Grosvenor in Adelaide at 7am following a very early
morning breakfast, and travelled on the Murray Coaches to the International
Airport. On reaching the airport we boarded the Qantas craft QF676 headed
for Melbourne 398 miles away, which took an hour to reach. On reaching the
state of Victoria we spent two hours in the airport’s departure lounge before
boarding the Qantas QF812 for a 291 mile flight to Canberra, the nation’s
capital.
Keith Owens, Stuart Hill, Alan Lewis and Dean Powell travelled to the ABC
666 Studio in the city for a 4pm radio interview. The live-on-air performance
saw them sing “Calon Lan” and “Cwm Rhondda” and give a lengthy radio
interview with Louise Maher who presented the drive-time show.
The Choir were taken directly to the Rydges Eagle Hawk Resort on the
Federal Highway, an isolated hotel on the edge of “the bush” with a lot of
either dead kangaroos lining the side of the highway, or plenty of live ones
jumping across your path in the resort itself!
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On reaching the Llewellyn Hall in the Canberra School of Music the audience
was enthusiastic and there was plenty of fun and laughter to be had with
them. Admittedly the Choir was tired but we still gave an admirable performance which the crowd clearly appreciated given the constant calls for
encore after the final item was performed.
We boarded the buses at 11pm and travelled back to the resort for a late night
pizza supper and some drinks in the hotel bar.
Thursday May 28th
Many of the choristers were out of their beds and in the hotel bar by 4am this
morning in time to watch Manchester Utd lose against Barcelona. So much
for catching up on our sleep! Others cautiously left their rooms several hours
later - cautiously because of the amount of kangaroos found jumping through
the resort was plentiful. We had a hearty breakfast and boarded the coaches
at 8am heading to Canberra International Airport.
At 10.15am we boarded the Qantas aircraft flight QF763 for the 45-minute
flight to Melbourne International Airport. With a quick cup of tea and a chat,
we covered the 291 mile journey in no time and were greeted once more by
the single Murray Coach (who said the Rodneys and the Deacons can’t be
friends!) for a trip into the city where we reached our accommodation for the
next four days, the Ibis Hotel at Victoria Market.
At 4pm we gathered in the hotel foyer and boarded the coach headed for
Geelong around 50 miles away. As we settled onto the freeway, viewing the
splendour of the Melbourne skyline, Daryl read the Billabong Awards for the
day:
Mention in Dispatches:
Dean Powell For his performance of “I’m nothing special” – he certainly
wasn’t in rehearsal because he kept getting the song wrong, despite prompts
from the conductor and accompanist.
Boyo Watkins He’s rooming with John Bowen and said, “I’d rather hear you
snore than sing.”
John Jones He approached an Asian woman in the Perth hotel breakfast
room and asked if she wanted his room number. She looked puzzled because
she was also a guest.
Alan Bowen For wearing camouflage shorts in an effort to hide from Len. He
also deserves a mention for dressing up like a surfer in Adelaide. He is obvi-
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ously Ystrad’s answer to David Hasselhoff
Gareth Thomas On hearing the review of
the concert in Perth when she said the “tenors
were flat”, he thinks it’s a misprint and
should have read, “tenors were fat.”
John Bowen His tour t-shirts have spelt
Adelaide and Frankston wrong
Iona Jones When told the Canberra aircraft
pilot was a woman she said, “Good for her,
but she’ll still never get on the late bus.”

Alan ‘Hasselhoff’Bowen

Keith Owens Walked on stage in the
rehearsal in Adelaide to find he’d stepped in
dog mess. Boyo was laughing until he realised
he had as well.

Jan Ball For the look on her face in Canberra
when the organ was playing and David was
walking across the stage. The item was pre-recorded!
Dean Powell For having more faces than Big Ben. He told the Canberra audience they were wonderful. But for the past week has told everyone else the
city is shut.
Bob Hopkins For saying, “All flights should be like this, up and down.”
John Radford Traced his family tree to New Zealand and is originally from
the Looney Family. That figures!
Rocky Watkins In Melbourne he said his room was nice, but the sink was
shallow. What is he doing? Washing dishes?
Iona Jones For promising to get her maracas out tonight on stage
AWARDS
Bronze
John Radford “I can’t wait to get home and get my wife’s knickers off. I’ve
had them on for three days now!”
Silver
Dai Williams Was told to be careful of kangaroo droppings all over the place
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in Canberra. He said, “Well, they are human after all.”
Gold
Selwyn Jones At the security gate in Canberra, Stuart had to take his shoes
off to go through the x-ray machine and Selwyn had to take off his belt. Stuart
went through first and as Selwyn followed, he tried to pick up his bag, belt
and Stuart’s shoes at the same time in a bid to help his fellow chorister.
Unfortunately as he’s walking along his trousers fell down to his ankles and
he couldn’t pull them up because his hands were full. The security check-in
staff were beside themselves in laughter.
On arrival at the Costa Hall, Geelong, we were all impressed by the vast auditorium before us and spent the next hour or so rehearsing items for the
evening concert that began at 8pm.
It was obvious from the very first note that the tiredness in the voices experienced in Canberra had dissipated and tonight the Choir most certainly gave
a first class performance for a very appreciative audience of around 400 people. The concert was a great success with calls for encores and rapturous
applause following each and every item.
Friday May 29th 2009
Glorious weather welcomed us on our first full day in Melbourne. It was spectacular, and with plenty of free time on our hands given us an ideal
opportunity to make the most of the surroundings. These included visits to
the Victoria Market, Swanson Street, the National Gallery, Flinders Street
Station or even a cruise along the River Yarra.
Boarding the coach at 4.15pm and with heavy freeway traffic in our path, it
took over an hour to reach a familiar concert venue for the Treorchy team –
Frankston Arts Centre – where we had performed on both the 1999 and
2004 tours. Tonight was an extra special occasion because the director of
HVK Productions, Andrew Kay (who is also an Honorary Member of the
Choir) was in the audience.
The Choir is certainly giving its best in concert and the over all performance
was superb. At first the audience appeared a little reserved, but they soon
warmed to the Treorchy men and particularly to the performance of Iona
Jones who once again, was absolutely fantastic. There were very many highlights to the performance which is now a perfect example of good discipline,
excellent diction and tone and the over all feel of a complete show with mood
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lighting and sound technology.
Following the concert we were delighted to find Andrew Kay raving over how
much he enjoyed the entire performance. It was just what we needed to hear.
Together we enjoyed a pint in the nearby Shakespeare Tavern before boarding the
coaches at 11pm and heading back to the Ibis Hotel for a good night’s sleep.
Saturday May 30th 2009
Another free day allowed the choristers to continue their exploration of the
beautiful city of Melbourne. At 5pm it was time to board the coaches again
and travel 40 minutes to Monash University. Once again Daryl was off:
Mention in Dispatches
Noel the Driver Said it was only 25km to Frankston when we were going to
Geelong
Gareth Evans The Chairman led by example when he yawned loudly while
Jan was talking
Tom Belmont When he asked for a cup of tea in the Melbourne hotel restaurant, the staff asked if he wanted English Breakfast. He said “No, just a cup
of tea”.
Jeff Powell Couldn’t find the marina in Adelaide and said “It must be down
a side street.”
Keith Owens Posed as a senior citizen to get a concessionary rate on the
boat
Andy Costin Thought his shirt felt strange. He still had the hanger in it
Adrian Owen Said he saw Ivor Lock and Peter Cutter in town. But he’s better known as Phillip Tucker!
Alwyn & Keith Said they would stay on the tram until the next stop, when
they realised there was no more track – it was the end of the line
Fred O’Brien Wanted to know who the “phantom” apple juice stealer was
Terry George Couldn’t find his way back to the hotel – which is on Therry
Street. Easy name for him to remember!
Rocky Watkins Couldn’t get any lather from the soap, but he was rubbing
the plug
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AWARDS
Bronze
Terry George Ordered a coffee in the airport and the waiter asked for his
name, “Terry George”, he said. “I only need one name,” he replied. “Well
take your pick”, he answered.
Silver
Bob Hopkins Went up behind a man in the Ibis Hotel (who was wearing a
shirt very similar to a chorister), shook him at the shoulders and shouted
“Arthur! Arthur!”. The bloke was not a member of the Choir!
Gold
Jan Ball Her podium in Frankston was noisy and she asked the Choir, “Do
I have a squeaky box?”
We reached the impressive auditorium at Monash University and had a
lengthy rehearsal. Tonight ABC Productions were recording the concert to
produce a live CD from the items recorded in a total of three concerts
throughout the tour. The stage was littered with microphones and cables that
made movement a difficulty, particularly when Jan tripped and almost fell
head first into the First Tenor Section.
The concert itself was well received by the 400 members of the audience who
appeared thrilled by each and every song. We left the concert hall by 11pm,
returning to Melbourne in time for many of the choristers to watch the FA
Cup in a local sports bar in Victoria Market.
Sunday May 31st 2009
Sad news reached us first thing in the morning when we were told that Alan
Lewis (1B) had gone home to Wales because his wife suffered an accident and
had broken her arm. The bus left the hotel at 5pm for the short drive to the
stage door entrance of the Hamer Hall at the Victoria Arts Centre on the
banks of the River Yarra. The Choir first performed there in 1986 and
returned once more on our last tour in 2004.
Tonight was always going to be a very important concert. Over 1,000 tickets
had been sold and once again ABC recorded the performance for the forthcoming CD. The whole balance and blend of voices in all sections was
sublime and the audience appeared thrilled by each and every item.
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Highlights were “The Pearlfishers”, “Llanfair” and once again the “Abba medley” which surprised and excited the more traditional male voice choir
concert goers in the audience. Over all, this was indeed a truly outstanding
concert and as we burst into “We’ll Keep A Welcome”, it was hard to hold
back the tears.
Following the concert there were many demands for autographs and every
night Jan, Iona, Helen, Dean, Ray and David, were ushered to the main foyer
there where a long table with chairs was placed in a row for them to sign programmes and CD covers. Another very memorable and enjoyable evening.

Visiting the sights of Melbourne.

Monday June 1st 2009
We boarded the coach for a 6.15am departure to Melbourne International
Airport and at 9.25am departed for Auckland on the Pacific Blue aircraft
(DJ164).for the 3hour 20minute flight covering 1,630 miles. The flight was
comfortable, and the views of the New Zealand landscape was absolutely
breathtaking. In fact, everything about the journey was near perfect until we
reached Auckland airport and as we began to touch down were aware of the
fact that the ground had disappeared and we were flying close to the sea! As
the land reappeared, cross winds hit us, throwing the plane from side to side,
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which left us all a bit pale and shaking!
However, there was worst to come for poor Daryl Stacey when we went
through the security check and it was discovered that he had left a banana in
his hand luggage. Due to the strict laws in place in New Zealand, he was fined
$200. Similarly, Gareth Thomas also suffered the same fate for an apple in his
hand luggage as well. Needless to say plenty of “fruity” jokes and songs were
performed on the Pavlovich Coach as we made our way into the city of
Auckland. Later that day the choristers all donated enough money to pay off
the entire debt for both singers.
This is the furthest the Choir has ever been from home and that was foremost
in our minds as we enjoyed the short journey into uncharted territory. With
1.8million inhabitants, and stretching for miles to see, Auckland is the largest
city in New Zealand and is known as the City of Sails because of the hundreds of yachts in the nearby harbour.
Our accommodation for the next few days was the Heritage Hotel on Hobson
Street, undoubtedly one of the finest hotels in the country. Its classic 1940s
design made it feel as if we’d walked back in time to a Humphrey Bogart film
noir scene. It was noticeably colder in New Zealand as we walked the main
street. Few places were actually open as this was a Bank Holiday to celebrate
the Queen’s Birthday. So it was only a matter of time before we met up at the
Muddy Farmer Irish bar next door to the hotel.
Tuesday June 2nd 2009
It was an early rise for breakfast in the Hector Restaurant with its seven-floor
atrium, providing incredible surroundings for the guests. Many of the
Choristers wandered over to the Sky Tower on the corner of Victoria and
Federal Street that totally dominates the Auckland skyline. It towers 1076 feet
high – making it the tallest free-standing structure in the Southern
Hemisphere and the 12th tallest member of the World Federation of Great
Towers. With a sense of trepidation we stepped out of the fast-moving lift on
the Observation Deck to appreciate the breathtaking views of the city and
harbour below us.
The funniest moment came when many choristers settled into the café bar for
a morning tea and as we looked through the window a rope dropped and a
man undertook the Sky Jump, a 192-metre jump from the observation deck
which can reach 53mph as you head towards the street 60 storeys below. At
a second glance this hovering spectacle turned out to be none other than Jeff
Priday! The bravery of the second tenor!
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At 5.30pm the Choir walked to Auckland Town Hall on Aotea Square, a
venue better known these days as The Edge. The Italian renaissance style
building is home to the main council chambers and also the Great Hall,
regarded as one of the finest concert halls (acoustically) in the world. It was
in such magnificent surroundings that our concert rehearsal took place and
the evening performance, before 820 people, began at 7.30pm prompt.
The concert can only be described in superlatives, for it was indeed a triumphant and yet deeply emotional performance. History was made this
evening as this was the first concert given by the Treorchy Male Choir in New
Zealand and Dean Powell was quick to tell the audience that if it wasn’t for
their country, then there may never have been a Choir. The reason, quite simply, is that the original group of men who sang Myfanwy in the Red Cow in
Treorchy in 1883 and won £1 for their efforts, had only gone there to sing a
few songs at a farewell part for a fellow collier who was emigrating to New
Zealand! This information obviously pleased the audience who were totally
enthralled from the opening bars of “With A Voice Of Singing”.
We raised the rafters at the Great Hall. The Kiwi audience was superb,
rewarding the Choir with an ovation and calls for an encore even before the
final song was sung. They cheered at the mere mention of a performance of
the “Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves” and the response to “Men of Harlech” was
astounding. And there was no sign of a Haka in return!
It was also a momentous performance in that the Choir gave their first public rendition of the New Zealand National Anthem, “God Defend New
Zealand” in both English and Maori. The audience certainly appreciated it.
We left the stage assured we had indeed made our mark on Auckland and following some autograph requests in the foyer (from none other than former
All Blacks player Sid Going) it was time to return to Hobson Street for a party
at the Muddy Farmer Irish Bar next to the hotel. A fun-loving Jan lifted the
“no-singing” ban and we performed our usual repertoire to the many guests,
including members of the Auckland Welsh Society who were present and
gave a gift of a Green Stone to the Choir to commemorate the tour.
Wednesday June 3rd 2009
After only a few short hours of sleep, it was time to pack our cases and enjoy
breakfast – in the company of the current All Blacks Team and none other
than former Welsh coach Graham Henry! What a send off as we bid a very
fond farewell to Auckland and began a wonderful journey through the north
island of New Zealand to the nation’s capital of Wellington.
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This 11-hour journey of 647 miles (the equivalent of Cardiff to Edinburgh)
took us through the most breathtaking of landscapes as the two coaches
wound their way along the main Freeway 1 (which only had a single lane
either side!) through the Franklin District, Huntly, Hamilton and eventually
to the beautiful little village of Tirau where we stopped for a short coffee break
and a wander through the public information centre and shops.
It was with much hilarity that Tony Davies had his prized teddy bear
returned to him following a foiled kidnapping and ransom campaign. His
little mascot was kidnapped a few days prior and he began receiving ransom notes! It was eventually returned to him in a Kentucky Fried Chicken
box from the bus driver!
At Huka Falls we stopped to see the sheer volume of tumultuous waters that
cascade under one of several bridges spanning the river Waikota that drains
Lake Taupo which we visited soon after. The deep blue waters of New
Zealand’s largest fresh-water lake were surrounded by tall snow-capped
mountains, providing a viewpoint unlike any other. Again we had time to
explore our surroundings, have food and take photographs of the scenery.
The area, known as the “central plateau” of the north island is dominated by
the snow-covered volcanic mountains of Mount Ruahepu, Nghauruhoe and
Tongariro which are all part of Tongariro National Park.
Our journey continued towards the mountain ranges, where steam was actually rising from one of the volcanically active mountains. We stopped to take
photographs of the scenery, much of which was used to great effect in the
epic “Lord of the Rings” film trilogy. As we covered more miles and the journey continued, we became engrossed in the stories, history and information
supplied to us by our driver Mark. A brief stop in Huntersville, then the
coaches were on their way for the final leg of the journey towards Palmeston
North and finally to the capital city of Wellington.
We were booked into the West Plaza Hotel on Wakefield Street, another
lovely overnight accommodation. Once we were settled it was time to explore
and visit the Welsh Dragon – the only Welsh pub in the Southern
Hemisphere. Not a single inch of wall or ceiling can be seen as Welsh memorabilia and flags cover every space!
Thursday June 4th 2009
A free day was something each and every one of us needed, and we certainly
made the most of our time by exploring Wellington’s many impressive sights.
An early morning rise saw the usual group of us enjoy a full breakfast and at
11am our driver, Mark, offered to take a bus load of us on a tour of
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Wellington. For the next two hours we were witness to some terrific scenery,
beginning with a Choir photograph outside the main Parliament and
Governmental building – the latter is built in the shape of a beehive.
From there it was to the top of Mount Victoria, whose summit is about 700ft
above sea level, giving a panoramic view of Wellington, surrounding hills and
looking out into the Cook Straight. It was an ideal opportunity for us to take
plenty of photographs of the many different images before us, from the
bustling city to the deep blue and tranquil bay, littered with white sail boats.
During our visit we also encouraged Jan to have a photograph next to a cannon. Not content with just standing next to it, she proceeded to climb up it,
earning the nickname
of “Cannon and Ball”!
We returned to the
city from there, admiring the hustle and
bustle of the nation’s
capital,
which
although is much
smaller
than
Auckland, has many
landmark features to
appreciate. For the
remainder of the day
some of the choristers
settled into the Molly
Malone’s Irish Bar to
watch a rugby game
Cannon and Ball!
while others explored
Cuba Street and all the shops and eateries. Later they reunited at the West
Plaza Hotel and decided to spend the next few hours in the luxurious Blend
Bar next door – even though there was a strict curfew of 9pm imposed by the
Conductor!
Friday June 5th 2009
It was a very early morning start for the Choir as we had breakfast by 6am
and dressed in our dinner suits boarded the coaches for the New Zealand
Television Studios about 20 minutes outside of the city in Lambton Quay. We
were welcomed into the Green Room area for hot drinks before making our
way into Studio One to film two songs for the “Good Morning New Zealand”
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television breakfast programme. With a few brief rehearsals, the Choir
recorded “Llef” and “You Raise Me Up” and within half an hour it was all
completed.
Jan and Dean were ushered into the make-up department for a bit of polishing, and then it was back into the studio to chat with presenter Simon Grey.
He was incredibly enthusiastic about the Choir’s visit to New Zealand and
Jan and Dean made a pretty good double act sat on the couch and jabbering
away to their heart’s content about the Choir’s tour of the Southern
Hemisphere.
Much of the day was again free and many of the choristers visited the very
impressive Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa. Telling the complete
history of this magnificent country, its indigenous people and the arrival of
Captain Cook and the subsequent settlers, it was a sight not to be missed.
We were able to explore the natural history of the country by observing the
skeleton of a blue whale and a preserved giant squid. It also allowed us the
opportunity to appreciate the Maori culture and its people, by seeing a
plethora of artefacts and treasures.
Returning to the hotel by walking the harbour and crossing the City to Sea
bridge, it was time to prepare for the evening ahead. We boarded the coaches
at 5pm and headed to the St James Theatre in the heart of Wellington. This
Edwardian theatre built in 1912 and once the largest vaudeville and picture
theatre in the country provided a first class venue for the evening’s performance before a sell-out audience of 950 people. Inside, the auditorium was
hugely ornamental, featuring elaborate cherubs, plaster curlicues and painted
and gilded lyres, horns, harps, dancing cupids and masks representing
Comedy, Drama and Opera. With a rehearsal completed, the choristers
waited back stage for the arrival of the crowds and at 7.30pm the evening performance began.
Our second concert in New Zealand was another outstanding success. The
audience once again proved to be quite remarkable and by the roar of the
applause and the stamping of feet following the performances, it was obvious
they were having a great time. For some items, the applause actually took
place at both the start and the end of the piece that was astonishing. Again
our predominately Kiwi and Welsh audience provided us with the stimulus
to give the very best of performances and with so many highlights, it was difficult to imagine how the next section of music could possibly compete with
the last.
It was also noticeable how much the audience appreciated our knowing the
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The Parliament Buildings, Wellington, New Zealand
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New Zealand national anthem in Maori and throughout the entire programme there were calls for encore and it was with loud ringing in the ears
that we finally left the stage to a standing ovation.
Saturday June 6th 2009
Another early morning start today as we left Wellington by 7am and travelled
to the local Interislander Ferry Terminal at Port Nicholson to board the
Kaitaki Ferry bound for the south island. The three-and-a-half-hour cruise
took us through some of the country’s most breathtaking scenery as we travelled sixty-one miles to the harbour town of Picton. During the lengthy cruise
many of us stood up on deck or in one of the luxurious lounges with
panoramic views along what is known as the Cook Strait. This stretch of
water can often be subject to strong winds, but fortunately for us we had a
very calm and enjoyable crossing.
Our journey to the south island took us through the most gorgeous fjordes
as we entered Tory Channel at West Head and followed it all the way along
past the many bays, including Blackwood, Kumutoto, Walkawa and
Whatomango until we reached Shakespeare Bay and Picton Harbour. This has
indeed been another highlight of the tour as the opportunity to view so many
breathtaking sights cannot be missed.
On arrival at Picton we boarded the coaches and continued to head south,
once again mesmerised by the snow-covered mountains, the deep blue and
turquoise sea and the many natural beauties of this country. Daryl then
picked up the microphone and announced the latest round of Billabong
Awards:
Mentions in Dispatches
Iona Jones For preparing to step onto the stage at the Melbourne Arts
Centre to sing the finale of “Do You Hear The People Sing” only to find that
the door was locked. In blind panic she shouted a couple of choice words
until a stage hand opened it for her
Daryl Stacey Introduced Dean to the founder of Specsavers in Melbourne as
“Dean Phillips”.
Iona Jones For opening her hand bag and finding the remote control in it
from the previous hotel
Alwyn Lewis Ironed two shirts, couldn’t remember why he’d done them
both and put one in his case. Then realised he’d packed Dean’s shirt instead
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Jan Ball When she was asked whether we could have a drink in the day as
there was no concert that night she replied, “Yes, pull the bus over to the
nearest pub.” What a woman!
Dai Evans When talking of the French air crash he said, “They always find
the red box.”
Gareth Evans While looking at Wellington Airport he said, “We had a dodgy
landing there.” We actually landed in Auckland
Arthur Miles In a restaurant he was asked, “how was your fish?” The reply
was, “A bit small, but at least they look like fish.”
Alan Bowen When talking of a young lady who introduced herself to the
Choir in Wellington, he said, “If she brings her great grandmother tonight we
can palm her off with Len.”
Gareth Evans “Did you see that film starring Betty Muddler?”
Iona Jones When Dean tipped some ripped up pieces of tissue into a bowl
in the pub in Wellington, he convinced Iona and John Fletcher it was a
Japanese delicacy. They believed him and started to munch their way through
it.
Roger Watkins Said they “Sailed up the Yassa River in Melbourne and were
doing 20 miles to the galleon.”
Dennis Lethbridge Went up to his room to get his hearing aid, but he was
already wearing it
AWARDS
Bronze
Sue Gannon Phoned the hotel in Wellington to apologise for Iona’s remote
control incident. But she phoned a hotel we hadn’t actually stayed at yet.
Silver
Jan Ball Whilst trying on different people’s glasses she said, “Oh, these are
perfect!”. They were hers.
Gold
John Jones While on the ship the captain announced there were “Whales
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on the starboard bow.” John thought he meant all the Welsh should get off
on that side of the ship and proceeded to wake some of the boys up to tell
them.
We followed the magnificent coastal road for the four-hour journey south
through the island and stopped to take pictures of the seals playing on the
rocks and in the small salt-water ponds. We had a delicious lunch at The
Craypot Restaurant in Kaikoura and then concluded our long day’s journey
by reaching the city of Christchurch at 7pm. Our accommodation for the
next few days is the Copthorne Hotel and we were soon settled into our surroundings, spending the evening visiting Baileys Irish Bar and The Holy Grail
Sports Bar in the centre of the city.
Sunday June 7th 2009
With a hearty breakfast inside us we went for a stroll through the streets of
Christchurch where as always we received the warmest of welcomes from the
local people who recognised us not only by our bright red jackets, but the
many posters, TV adverts and radio promotions throughout the city
announcing our arrival. Roger “Rocky” Watkins has already used six hours
worth of video camera tape just interviewing random people on street corners!
The concert was held in the Christchurch Town Hall, a modern spectacle
with its deep red seats, huge balconies, organ and majestic acoustics. The
2pm concert was indeed another outstanding success and the audience was
one of the best yet as it responded so well to every song, joke and snippet of
information. The greater majority of the 860 members of the audience were
sat on the balcony, with some spaces in the actual stalls. However, the auditorium felt over-full as the sound of cheering and loud applause deafened us
on stage.
This was of course the last performance in New Zealand during the tour and
once Dean informed the audience that we had “kept the best ‘til last”, we
knew from that very moment that we had them in the palm of our hands.
They applauded introductions of songs even before they began and it was
unimaginable that we wouldn’t perform the usual encores for them! The
sound of clapping was overpowered by the loud stamping of feet at the finale
which comes as music to the ears of the performer!
Ray Daniels performed “Music of the Night” as a solo piece for the first time
and with an organ available in the auditorium David Geoffrey Thomas was
able to entertain us in his usual first-class manner. All told, this was again a
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simply marvellous performance. It was also a pleasure to learn that in the
audience was former All Blacks player Dennis Young.
Immediately following the concert Gareth Evans called all the choristers into
the dressing room and gave them the very sad news of the death of Robert
“Bob” Griffiths. He read a eulogy, which explained Bob’s role in the Choir.
He was the epitome of a first-class chorister who was close to celebrating his
60th anniversary in the ranks. Only a few weeks ago the committee voted to
present him with Vice Presidency at the Annual Concert later this year. It was
explained how he was a Life Member, former Stage Marshall and held the
position of Chairman for three terms, more than any other individual.
It was indeed a deeply emotional moment, which was followed by a minute’s
silence and then the performance of “Arglwydd Mae Yn Nosi”. With a dark
cloud enveloping us one and all, we left the auditorium with our heads held
low, sharing memories of our own special times in the company of Bob
Griffiths.
Monday June 8th 2009
An early morning call is never welcomed. But to have it at 3am was simply
cruel! With our luggage packed and ready to go, we left Christchurch armed
with our breakfast in a box, a miserable bus driver and no heating on board!
What a farewell! At 4.30am we arrived at Christchurch International Airport
and settled into the departure lounge for a snooze before boarding the New
Zealand Airways (NZ781) at 7am for the three-hour flight to Sydney,
Australia.
On board, the captain of the craft had great delight in announcing to the passengers: “Should our entertainment system fail today, then I’m sure the
members of the Welsh Treorchy Male Choir will entertain you!”
The 1,319 mile journey was a bit of a bumpy flight at times and by 10am we
touched down in New South Wales. With a two-hour time difference it was
early morning when we boarded the Murray’s coach into the city and reached
the Travelodge on York Street within 40 minutes where sadly many of the
rooms were not available. Many of the choristers took the opportunity to go
“walkabout” once more.
Just a few streets away and the magical sight awaited us. As we turned the
corner at Darling Harbour there was the magnificent sight of the Sydney
Opera House, dominating the landscape. The harbour was bustling with
cruise liners, tug boats, ferries and yachts. People were busying themselves
around the streets. Entertainers including Aborigine bands, rock guitarists
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and a youth choir performed along the harbour side. Tourists could be seen
walking over the arch of the awe-inspiring Sydney Harbour Bridge while
shoppers and business people had lunch on the waterside. This place is truly
idyllic.
At 4.45pm we headed for Sutherland, an affluent area between Botany Bay
and Port Hacking some 50 minutes from the city. The venue for the evening
concert was the Sutherland Entertainment Centre where we last performed in
1999. The auditorium was packed with 950 tickets sold and it had all the
makings of a very enjoyable concert ahead. There was also an extra chorister
on stage as Ian Reynolds has joined us for the next leg of the tour.
Clearly the audience was overjoyed with the performance as displayed by
their rapturous applause and standing ovation as the finale approached. We
returned to the hotel by midnight and the 23-hour day was over.

Visiting Manly

Tuesday June 9th 2009
A leisurely breakfast and a quiet start to the day was just what we all needed
after such a busy schedule yesterday. At 10.30am, a large group of choristers
walked down to Sydney Harbour and boarded the Manly Ferry for another
impressive cruise. Taking in views of the Harbour Bridge (which chorister Jeff
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“stuntman” Priday was walking over today!) and the Opera House, we
explored the harbour waters, which were just a bit stormy at times, before
reaching the lovely town of Manly some forty minutes away. It was there that
we visited the beach and settled down to a beautiful steak dinner lunch in
the Ivanhoe Restaurant, including ice cream to savour while walking back to
the ferry terminal!
Returning to the city, we made our way back to the hotel on York Street to
prepare for the evening performance. In no time at all we had returned to the
coach and at 5.45pm departed for Castle Hills around 45 minutes out of the
city. Crossing the Harbour Bridge, we looked down on the Opera House and
it was difficult not to feel “butterflies” in the stomach at the thought of performing there tomorrow night.
Tonight’s concert was held in the Hills Centre, Castle Hills, where we last performed in 2004. Again a packed audience of very enthusiastic Choir fans
greeted us on stage and it was a delight to meet our Honorary Member James
Kelso (organiser of the 1986 Tour) who had come along to see us perform
once more. The Choir’s performance was excellent in places again this
evening. The impressive sale of CDs was also testimony to a good job well
done!
Wednesday June 10th 2009
The day began with breakfast in the hotel restaurant and once again Gareth
Evans, Keith Owens, Alwyn Lewis and Dean Powell travelled to the ABC
Studios on Harris Street for an early morning interview. They were asked to
perform “Calon Lan” and “Cwm Rhondda” and Dean was interviewed by
presenter Deborah Cameron, one of Australia’s leading journalists. The listening figures for this particular programme was actually one million people!
This was another relatively free day for the choristers as many continued to
explore Manly, the Harbour Cruises, Centrepoint Sydney Tower, Darling
Harbour and Victoria Building.
It was another glorious chapter in the history of the Treorchy Male Choir and
an unforgettable moment in the lives of every singer on stage. Tonight we
returned to the magnificent Sydney Opera House and took this iconic concert hall by storm. Words will fail to describe the incredibly emotional
performance, the ecstatic response to each item by the audience and the deep
feeling of pride, satisfaction and distinction to stand on that great stage. It
was always going to be the highlight of the tour and without doubt the choristers gave of their best.
Towering over Sydney Harbour, the Sydney Opera House was a majestic sight
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for the choristers as we lined up on its steps for a series of photographic
opportunities. Despite the cold and windy weather, the shots were perfect
and one by one we were led inside the building for security checks and passes
before settling into the comfortable surroundings of the Green Room.
Enjoying sumptuous meals, the choristers found time to relax, although it
was obvious that tensions were high and a sense of nervousness pervaded
through the ranks. It was hardly surprising either, as this was going to be a
highlight for not only many a choral career, but an entire lifetime and we all
wanted to give the best performance possible. That was the clear message
from Jan beforehand who reminded us all that we would always regret not
giving our very best tonight. We didn’t disappoint her.

Cruising Sydney Harbour

The lengthy rehearsal introduced the choristers to the mighty interior of the
Sydney Opera House Concert Hall. With its light red interior, towering organ
and impressive ceiling and stage, the Concert Hall is absolutely breathtaking.
Choristers took photographs of one another and their surroundings before
Jan took to the podium and prepared them for the evening ahead, like a general leading an army into battle. Of the musical kind at least.
The concert began at 8pm prompt and from the very first moment we walked
on stage, we felt confident that this would indeed be a night unlike any other.
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A thousand ardent Treorchy Male Choir fans were awaiting our arrival, with
one couple flying all the way from Massachussettes, USA just to see the concert. The Choir gave a first-class performance from beginning to end, without
a single flaw to the evening.
It would be impossible to highlight the items that were performed best, or
the ones that created the greatest response, for all of them were outstanding.
The entire concert was recorded once again by ABC Productions. The opening section of “With A Voice of Singing”, “Y Darlun”, “Lord’s Prayer” and
“Llef” gave a beautiful variety of rousing and delicate songs, showing the versatility of the Choir. Iona followed with her “Maids of Cadizz” and Dean
explained to the audience that should she lose her castanets on tour then
false teeth from the Bottom Bass section would be made available!
Our operatic section of “Speed Your Journey” and Ray and Dean performing
the Duet from “The Pearlfishers” was well received even before they were
sang as the audience applauded wildly at what was to come! Then David
began his majestic performance of the “Toccata” from Symphony No. 5 by
Vidor on the organ before we finished the first half of the concert once again
with the “Les Miserables Medley”.
Our first item, the Hymn from
“Finlandia”, featuring Iona and David
was followed by “Cwm Rhondda”,
known as the second national anthem of
Wales and certainly an item to rouse the
senses of the very many Welsh people in
the audience.
Iona followed with “Waltz Of My Heart”
Stuntman Jeff Priday on Sydney
and Ray performed “Music of the Night”
Harbour Bridge.
before the Choir moved on to the “Abba
Medley”, again raising the bar still further of the musical variety, discipline and over all standard of the evening.
Once again Iona and Ray sang the “Hywel a Blodwen” duet from there and
Dean stepped forward to sing “My Little Welsh Home”.
Soon enough the final section of items was to come with “You Raise Me Up”,
“Senzenina” and then “Men of Harlech”. The applause following this item
was absolutely unbelievable! The audience went crazy with stamping of feet,
cheering and clapping from all corners of the Concert Hall. They even began
calling for encores before we sang our last item on the programme, which of
course was the old showstopper, “My Way!” This created another magical
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response while Nessun Dorma really raised the roof of the Sydney Opera
House, where it has been performed by the great opera tenors of all-time from
Domingo to Pavarotti.
With “We’ll Keep A Welcome”, the audience again yelled and applauded and
we moved on to the National Anthem with a standing ovation and the loudest cheering of all as each and every choristers stepped off stage. Overcome
with emotions, there were hugs, pats on the back and reassuring words from
everyone who stood on that stage that night. It was hard not to become
deeply affected by the entire experience and many of us were unable to talk
as we relived the moments time and time again in our minds. It was indeed
a night to remember.
Thursday June 11th 2009
Following the euphoria of last night’s
events, it was hard to focus the mind this
morning as we gathered for breakfast after
only a few short hours sleep. The adrenaline rush we all experienced from the
Opera House concert remained with us
for the rest of the day as we boarded the
coaches at 9am and began the three-hour
journey to the former mining town of
Newcastle. The long drive was interrupted
by a short stop in a service station (which
claimed to have “Five Star Toilets”) and
then it was on to Newcastle, arriving in
the Travelodge on King Street by 1pm.
We spent the afternoon relaxing before
reaching the Civic Theatre in the heart
of the town for a 5.30pm rehearsal. The
Choir has performed in this venue in
each of its four tours of Australia and the
gorgeous gold and reds of the
Edwardian balcony and boxes made the setting all the more comfortable.
The audience however was very quiet! Despite this minor setback, the Choir
still gave a very impressive performance and sold out all of our CDs!
Admittedly we were all suffering from a little exhaustion today which was
hardly surprising, but still the concert went very well. We were all very
pleased and satisfied by the performance and the crowd, although quiet, still
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left the theatre full of deep appreciation and praise. An early night beckoned!
Dean named our special guests in the audience. “Welcome to Dr Neville
Aubrey of the Newcastle City Choir. Neville came from Treorchy and his
house is now owned by baritone Daryl Stacey. Oh…it’s in a hell of a state
with him living there as well!” Daryl’s face was a picture. Following the concert, we broke the usual trend and decided to return to the hotel without any
alcohol consumed. What a turn up for the books that was!
Friday June 12th 2009
Another of those cruel early mornings greeted us today as we packed our
belongings and boarded the coaches for a 5.30am start. Armed with our
breakfast boxes we headed back to Sydney; a three-hour journey mostly spent
catching up with sleep or enjoying our last few sights of New South Wales.
On entering the city we caught a glimpse of the Harbour Bridge for a final
time before reaching Sydney International Airport. We boarded the Qantas
aircraft (QF516) for a 1hr 30minute flight to Brisbane. The smooth crossing
saw us touch down in the Queensland capital by 11.30 am and start a threehour journey through the beautiful sunny weather to the town of
Toowoomba.
En route Captain Billabong (Daryl) took hold of the microphone and
announced the latest awards:
Mentions in Dispatches
John Radford Wanted to know how to use the lights in his hotel room.
Gatch (CID) Evans walked in, flicked the switch, walked out.
Ray Daniels Couldn’t understand why Jan didn’t rehearse Click Go The
Shears in New Zealand. Maybe because its an Aussie song?
Ray Daniels In the harbour in Auckland said “There’s a boat from Canada
and there’s loads from New Zealand. It must be an international race.”
Selwyn Jones Complained he was eating so much he couldn’t get his
trousers on. They weren’t his trousers
Dennis Lethbridge Couldn’t contact his daughter on the hotel phone.
Stuart offered to ring her on the mobile and asked Dennis her number.
“Number 13,” he answered
David Evans While out cycling he stopped for coffee and put salt in his
drink. But not wanting to look a fool drank it anyway
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John Radford Said if he’d know how easy it was to come through customs
he would have “brought an orange through!”
Len Gale Said his voice has gone hoarse through miming
Dean Powell For being chased through Toowoomba by a mad woman called
Christine who wanted “to kiss the comedian”.
Joe Harris Saw Ernald sitting behind a palm tree in the hotel restaurant and
said, “You look like a Japanese sniper.” The Japanese couple on the next table
were not too impressed
Mike Russ Used the plug to wash in the shower!
Iona Jones For her outstanding presentation of Ivor Novello shows i.e.
“Great shows like Perchance to Dream….and other shows like it.” Oh, a
mind block!
Iona Jones Again for the Ivor Novello presentations, “He was the Ivor
Novello of his day..” instead of him being the Andrew Lloyd-Webber of his
day!
AWARDS
Bronze, Silver & Gold
Joint winners – Jan Ball and Iona
Jones for constant mentions in the
tour awards!

Happy Birthday Jan!

We were booked into the five-star
Burke and Wills Hotel on Ruthven
Street and soon settled into our
rooms before embarking on the
usual stroll through the main street
where we found lunch before a 6pm
rehearsal at the Empire Theatre.
The Empire is a truly magical theatre, with its beautiful balconies,
boxes, red velvet curtains and ornate
stage. Despite the obvious tiredness
from a day of travelling we survived
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rehearsals relatively intact and the evening concert before an audience of 900
people was certainly well received. Clearly they were a more responsive audience than in Newcastle and we performed to the best of our abilities – much
to their obvious satisfaction and generosity in applause.
Tonight’s concert did indeed have a very special moment at the start of the
second half. For the past few weeks we had planned to make it something of
an occasion because although she had tried her best to keep it quiet, many
of us knew that this was Jan’s birthday. So the second half of the concert commenced as usual and just as she waved her hand at Helen to play the opening
bars of “Cwm Rhondda” something totally different came from the piano.
Later Jan herself admitted that she knew the piece of music from somewhere,
but couldn’t remember the words. That is, until we began to sing “Happy
Birthday” and with rapturous applause Gareth Evans walked on stage holding a cake with lit candles. Jan’s face was an absolute picture and it made for
a lovely moment in the Choir’s tour down under.
The remainder of the concert was just as fun-filled and exciting for choristers
and audience alike. Once again we gave a first-class performance and despite
the passing of time and the many concerts already given, the Choir remains
on top form, much to the delight of the crowd who rewarded us once again
with enthusiastic applause and constant demands for an encore! It was a joy
to be back in this auditorium once again and we celebrated another successful evening with a few birthday drinks for Jan in the hotel bar until the early
hours.
Saturday June 13th 2009
The day began quite ordinarily with breakfast in the hotel and then it was
time to board the coach heading back to the city of Brisbane. Jan had successfully cut her cake (although many of us thought this had been carried out
with an axe given the shape of the squares!) and we all enjoyed a slice. The
hour-long journey was over in no time and we reached the Riverside Hotel in
Brisbane by 11am to settle into our rooms and prepare for the two concerts
of the day.
Given the immense popularity of the evening concert, it was decided to hold
a matinee performance also, with some of the proceeds coming to the Choir
funds. Andrew Kay had also flown into town to attend the evening performance and make a sizeable donation of around $2,000 to the bar bill at the
end-of-tour party! The choristers certainly made the most of it!
The morning was spent in leisurely fashion before rehearsals were called at
the Queensland Performing Arts Centre (QPAC) on the River Brisbane. The
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scene could not have been more perfect for such a major auditorium, which
was undoubtedly one of the best concert halls acoustically in the entire country. Massive investment has also more recently been made to the building,
which improved the acoustics still further, so much so that the performance
by the Choir and soloists alike was of the highest order of the entire tour. Just
when you think things can’t get any better, they did.
Sound checks, lighting checks, microphone checks and all the usual David
Lang arrangements were completed in time for our afternoon rehearsal. Time
to change into the dinner suits and then it was out on stage for the 3pm matinee performance. Around 400 people awaited our arrival, and although this
was far less than the capacity audience of the evening, their enthusiasm was
equally as thrilling for all concerned.
With such a perfect sound system the concert hall was filled with some magical sounds in the afternoon show and the audience were clearly overjoyed by
the performance as they called for several encores during the latter part of the
programme. David Geoffrey Thomas (introduced as “Organ Morgan”!) gave a
majestic performance once more of Vidor’s “Toccata” and the “Les
Miserables” medley had one of the best applauses of the entire concert.
Similarly, “Men of Harlech” and “We’ll Keep a Welcome” were greeted with
thunderous applause and we left the stage assured we had done our very
best.
For the next two hours we relaxed in the Green Room, enjoyed a full meal
and basically recharged the batteries before the 8pm curtain call for the
evening performance.
It would be hard to describe the evening concert except in superlatives. It
would also be impossible to make such statements as to whether it was once
of the finest concert performances ever given by the Choir in its long and
illustrious history. But for those 49 men who stood on stage that night, in the
glare of the spotlights, with 2,000 adoring fans hanging onto their every note,
it was readily agreed that this was probably the best concert any of us had
ever performed.
From the first very note, the standard of the performance was just faultless.
Jan Ball led her troops with an inspiring confidence that encouraged us to
give the very best. Helen was superb as accompanist, while David’s performance of the Vidor’s Toccata resulted in a near standing ovation. As always
Iona’s sweet performance, particularly of “O Mio Babino Caro” broke the
hearts of one and all. As for the Choir itself? Well, from the delicate pianissimos to the rousing fortes, the blend of voices created one of the most
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majestic sounds.
Then there was the audience. And what an audience it was. A mass of red,
with waving flags and Welsh dragons all around, the crowd brought many of
us to tears with the thunderous applause for each and every song.
It would be impossible to name every song that created this electrifying reaction, suffice to say that they all did in one way or another. When we sang
Nessun Dorma we received a standing ovation from the entire concert hall
audience. It really did take our breath away.
“We’ll Keep A Welcome” again brought the audience to its feet and with
“Advance Australia Fair” and “Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau” to come, we left the
stage with the sound of applause, stamping of feet and cheers ringing in our
ears.
Walking into the Green Room was a deeply emotional experience. Choristers
stared at one another through teary eyes, united in the common knowledge
that this had indeed been exceptional. It was a feeling of exhilaration, yet
none of us could cheer. It was also a deeply humbling experience and one of
satisfaction that we had given our best in the name of our Choir. At the end
of the day, that’s all that could be expected of us.
The end-of-tour party was held in The Fox Hotel close to the QPAC building.
Andrew Kay ensured plenty of alcohol was made available as we crowded into
the sports bar. Drinks flowed, songs were sung and three local lads soon
became part of the Treorchy family when we presented them with tour shirts
that we all signed!
Chairman Gareth Evans also gave gifts of the Choir plaque to Honorary
Member Andrew Kay, Sue Gannon and David Lang (renamed “Dai The
Sound”!). Andrew moved us greatly when he said that we now had a “great
relationship” and he would certainly tour us again in the future. He said the
Choir meant a great deal to him as his father attended our concert in 2004
and died shortly afterwards. It was the last concert he ever went to.
The atmosphere was terrific as we all celebrated what had been a pinnacle
moment in a truly awesome concert tour. Plenty of fun and laughter was had
as the evening turned into early morning and we gradually returned to our
hotel for a few hours sleep before the final day of the tour.
Sunday June 14th 2009
Bleary eyed we gathered for a 10am breakfast and checked out of our rooms.
Our luggage was stored in the main boardroom of the hotel and we had the
next three hours free to explore Brisbane. It was a real delight to re-acquaint
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ourselves with this beautiful city. The warm sunshine shone on us as many
of the singers walked to the main Parliament Buildings, down to the Victoria
Bridge and took pictures of QPAC on the other side of the Brisbane River. We
began our 1.30pm bus ride for an hour-long journey that saw us return to
some more familiar sights across Surfer’s Paradise as we reached the Gold
Coast Arts Centre. Another first-class venue awaited us and although our
rehearsal was indeed poor, it was Jan who inspired us once again. “We must
go out with a bang on this tour”, she demanded. We didn’t let her down
either.
After a brief lunch in the Arts Centre Café, it was time to march on stage for
the 20th and final concert of the tour of Australia and New Zealand. Any
thoughts of us feeling the effects of a lengthy, demanding tour, were soon dispelled because with the sound of the first rousing applause, choristers
dragged the last ounce of energy to give a first-class concert performance.
Once again this was a great concert audience. We were assured of the
warmest of responses and it was difficult to leave the concert stage, such was
the demand for more and more encores. We were a smaller choir today as
Arthur Miles had become ill overnight and was unable to stage. Paramedics
were called and he was deemed fit enough to return home with us on the
evening flight that came as a great relief.
The Choir once again left the stage to the sound of roaring cheers from the
800 in the audience and individuals felt satisfied another excellent concert
had been performed. It had been something of a rollercoaster ride of emotions because although many of us were looking forward to finally returning
home, we also felt a deep sadness that such an outstanding experience of
touring both countries had now come to an end.
Boarding the coaches, we travelled in relative silence to Brisbane International
Airport where we bid our fond farewell to two outstanding people and newfound friends in Sue Gannon and David Lang whose professionalism had
made our jobs so much easier. We sat in the departure lounge for a few hours
before boarding the Singapore Aircraft to Singapore, around 4,500 miles
away. It was a bumpy ride in places and we were relieved for a three-hour rest
in the airport bar (supping the occasional Singapore Sling!) before the next
leg of the journey. The 13-hour flight of 7,000 miles was once again plagued
with the occasional turbulence. We touched down in London Heathrow by
3.30pm (UK) and boarded the two Edwards Coaches for the return journey
to Wales.
Looking back, this was indeed a happy and hugely successful tour. Despite
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the tiring journeys, the internal flights and the many concerts within such a
short period, there is no doubt that every one of us had the experience of a
lifetime. There are too many highlights to mention, but understandably they
all relate to individual concerts that stick out above the rest – the first night
in Perth, the concerts in Adelaide and Melbourne, our first ever performance
in New Zealand when we took Auckland, Christchurch and Wellington by
storm. Then of course the return to the Sydney Opera House for a first-class
night of hwyl and the epitome of the tour came at Brisbane’s QPAC. We had
indeed done our very best to ensure the traditions of the Choir had been
upheld and this tour was undoubtedly a lasting tribute to a distinguished
125-year history of which collectively we remain so justifiably proud.

TREORCHY’S TRIUMPHANT RETURN
By ANDREW KAY
HONORARY MEMBER
It was with great delight that we were
able to bring the world-famous Treorchy
Male Choir back to Australia in 2009 and
introduce you to a whole new audience
in New Zealand.
As a Choir you certainly know how to
draw the crowds into the theatres and
concert halls and make sure each and
every one of them leave with their spirits
raised by your spine-tingling performances.
Andrew Kay receiving a plaque from
Treorchy Male Choir has a special place
Chairman Gareth Evans
in my heart. In 2004 we first encountered one another when you toured for us across Australia. In doing so firm
friendships were made and undoubtedly an attachment was formed.
This was cemented during the concert in Melbourne which I attended along
with my father. It was the last concert he saw before he passed away and this
makes the Choir that extra bit special to me.
Your return in 2009 was even more successful than the previous tour. Once
again we relied heavily on the meticulous administrative strengths of Fred and
the total publicity expertise of Dean. On arrival the success of each performance
was left firmly in the hands of your talented new conductor, Janice, your accom-
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panists Helen and David, soloist Iona and of course every single member.
Once again you proved a triumph with the audiences far and wide. As a
group of men who consider themselves an amateur choir, you maintain sheer
professionalism both on and off stage and I know that Sue and David consider you to be some of the happiest, friendliest bunch they’ve ever had the
pleasure of working with.
As ambassadors for Wales, you are second to none. Best wishes for the year
ahead. We look forward to seeing you again

NOVELLO, RED WINE AND SONG
By IONA JONES
When I was asked to spend three and a half weeks abroad in Australia and
New Zealand with a Choir of men rather than teach children in a classroom,
can you imagine how long it took me to make a decision whether I was going
or not?
Quite simply, my positive response was immediate! In all seriousness, I was
deeply honoured when the Treorchy Male Choir offered me such a wonderful opportunity to perform throughout both countries and to say I had the
time of my life would be an understatement. It was the happiest tour I’d ever
had the pleasure of undertaking.
On the one hand I would get to spend time with a lifelong friend in Jan Ball.
On the other I was able to establish firm friends with a great bunch of
Welshmen. As clichéd as it sounds, I really did arrive a stranger and left with
fifty new friends.
There’s something special about male voice choirs. I’ve spent a lifetime
appearing as a guest soloist with more than you can imagine. Is it the sound,
the “hwyl” and when abroad the immense “hiraeth” they create? Or is it more
to do with that wonderful camaraderie, the humour and warmth of friendship? All of these things engender the Treorchy Male Choir.
I had toured “down under” previously, but on this occasion was able to see
far more of the wider country, particularly that of New Zealand which was
outstanding to say the very least.
Admittedly this was an exceptionally busy and yet so enjoyable tour. The
standard of musical performance by the Choir was of the highest order and
you certainly did yourselves, and the Welsh choral tradition, proud.
Of all the venues we appeared at, I will never forget the audience reaction at
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the Queensland Performing Arts Centre in Brisbane. That beautiful venue was
undoubtedly one of the greatest concert halls I had ever set foot in – let alone
performed at. Acoustically it was absolutely magical. For me the venue at
Auckland came a very second place with its church-like interior and again a
thrilling audience.
The entire tour was fun-filled to say the very least with so many characters
making up the Choir. There are too many comical moments to mention but
I suppose I’ll always be remembered as the singer who took a TV remote control from the hotel room (by mistake may I add) and I should brush up my
compere skills when introducing Ivor Novello songs! I will always have my
leg-pulled by the Treorchy men for this no doubt!
I really can’t thank you all enough and although I fear leaving someone out,
I really must say a few personal thanks too! To Stuart and Daryl for selling my
CDs, to Ray as my fellow duettist and of course to Dean, the master of the
spoken word! I really want to thank Fred for his wonderful organisational
skills and of course to Helen and David as accompanists for their exceptional
support.
Last, but certainly not least, to Jan herself who continues to enhance you as
a Choir. I was very impressed by the sound and quality of your singing and
know you are in very capable hands with a fine musician in Jan who I have
trusted and respected all of my life. I look forward with great anticipation to
the next time we work together. Diolch o galon!

GOODWILL MESSAGES FROM DOWN UNDER
“I attended last night’s concert in Mandurah – a sell out and well worth it.”
James Buck, Mandurah, Western Australia
“I saw the Choir in Perth tonight and thought the whole experience was just fabulous. The audience got that enthused, they even clapped the introduction to each set
piece as it was read out! It was one of the best evenings I have experienced at the
Perth Concert Hall.”
Colin Sims, Perth, Western Australia
“I attended the touring choir’s performance in Wellington. Great!”
Joanna Broad, Wellington, New Zealand
“Just a thank you for including Newcastle on your tour. My father, Alwyn is a direct
descendant of William Williams (Pantycelyn) who is, you know, one of the greatest
Welsh hymn writers. To have you come to Newcastle brings so much joy and mem-
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ory of his mother and his family heritage”,
Janine Gluyas, Newcastle, New South Wales
“As the president of the Welsh Society in Western Australia I would like to thank you
for a magnificent concert here in Perth. Diolch yn fawr!”
Sylvia Lloyd-Williams, Perth, Western Australia
“What a wonderful concert in Auckland last night. Thank you to every member of
the Choir and support team for making it such a wonderful night. Come back soon.
Once again thank you for such a wonderful night.”
Clive & Lisa, Auckland, New Zealand
“My wife, friends and I attended the concert in Auckland Town Hall and thoroughly
enjoyed it. We thought the selection, arrangements and performance of the songs
were well balanced. The soloist, Iona Jones, had a lovely soprano voice and was very
much part of the Choir. The presenter / duettist Dean Powell was outstanding, while
baritone Ray Daniels, sang well. Conductor Jan Ball demanded the best from her
Choir and all eyes were on the Conductor. Well done. Pob hwyl”.
Derek Williams, Auckland, New Zealand
“I greatly enjoyed the Choir’s performance at Monash University and was especially
moved by your rendition of Finlandia.”
Russell Miles, Monash, Melbourne, Victoria
“I saw the Choir here in Mandurah for their first engagement in Oz and they were
magic, absolutely magic. I saw them years ago in Eton College and we were so
delighted to hear them again.”
Sheila Hounslow, Mandurah, Western Australia
“I thoroughly enjoyed your first concert in Perth and I hope you come back so that I
can enjoy your performance once again”.
Rhonda Bradley, Perth, Western Australia

GREAT AMBASSADORS OF WALES
REVIEW OF THE CONCERT AT ADELAIDE FESTIVAL THEATRE
By STEPHEN DAVENPORT
Treorchy Male Choir – arguably Wales’ oldest “boy band”- stunned its audience as it delivered “With a Voice of Singing” at the Festival Theatre.
Cymru is renowned as the “land of song” and the Welsh language contains
its own in-built musicality which helps create some of the best choirs in the
world. One of the most distinguished is the Treorchy Male Choir, and it is
Down Under celebrating 125 years of music-making history.
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Monash University

Singing a rousing range of music, ancient and modern, from traditional
hymns such as “The Lord’s Prayer” and “Old Time Religion” to operatic classics such as Verdi’s “Speed Your Journey,” Sibelius’s “Hymn From Finlandia”
and Bizet’s “From Far Inside the Shine” to pop tunes such as Westlife’s “You
Raise Me Up”, the choristers' singing is of the highest quality.
The Choir simply relies on the stirring power of its 50 voices to squeeze every
drop of emotion from the songs and the result is hair-raisingly spectacular.
As amazing as the Treorchy sound is when it's charging along at full tilt, the
Choir is an amateur organisation.
The members are either retired or hold down day jobs to make a living; apparently some of them are full-time gigolos kept by rich old ladies in Cardiff.
These choristers sing because they have a passion for music and it shows in
the power of their vocals.
With a delicate touch on the piano, Helen Roberts’ expert accompaniment
enhances the excellent singing, and Iona Jones is a guest soprano eminence.
Her singing during medleys from Les Miserables and the Abba songbook is
tremendous.
As the Choir builds for its traditional finale of “My Way”, it receives rapturous applause for the Zulu chant “Senzenina” and the rousing and vigorous
“Men of Harlech”.
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There is nothing like the sound of a Welsh Male Choir in full flight, and last
night the Treorchy Male Choir proved that they are not only great singers but
also great ambassadors for Wales.

GREATNESS OF SONG
A REVIEW OF THE PERFORMANCE AT PERTH CONCERT HALL
By ROSALIND APPLEBY
It’s not hard to be won over by a group who nickname themselves the oldest
boy band in Treorchy. The Treorchy Male Choir has a history going back 125
years.
The current 50 Welsh choristers range in age from 30 to 80 and at the launch
of their Australian tour at the weekend it was obvious they continue the tradition with great delight.
Their slick performance included hymns, Abba numbers, operatic excerpts
and pop ballads under the firm direction of conductor Jan Ball.
The Choir was accompanied by piano with the welcome addition of organ for
the rousing climaxes and good use of mood lighting.

A double performance at Perth
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Items featuring soprano Iona Jones were sprinkled throughout, occasionally
featuring someone from the Choir in a duet. Jones’ bell-like voice was bright
and clear and equally attractive singing Handel and Abba.
Compere tenor Dean Powell kept things moving and provided an interesting
history of Welsh choral singing, as well as plenty of jokes about sopranos and
Aled Jones. Powell’s description of the Welsh as good romantics caused a
laugh. “We make good lovers,” he insisted, “just look at them,” pointing to
the snowy-haired gentlemen sitting behind him in their dinner suits.
One thing is for sure, the boy band knew how to sing. They are record-holding eisteddfod winners with a technique like a well-oiled machine: perfect
diction, precise phrase endings and the ability to move from a whisper to a
roar with organ-like immediacy.
Whether it was “You Raise Me Up” or “Myfanwy”, I didn’t tire of the sound.
Their strength: the magnificent sound. The tenors had a clear, achingly sweet
tone which contrasted with the mellow, husky warmth of the baritones.
Together the sound was grainy and seamlessly blended. And when the Choir
delived the masculine energy and pounding rhythm of African chant
“Senzenina” alongside the tenderness of a “Les Miserables” medley. I had to
agree; they really are the epitome of manliness.

A WONDERFUL HONOUR
By SUE GANNON
HONORARY LADY MEMBER
During May and June 2009 I was extremely fortunate
to be involved in the Treorchy Male Choir’s fourth
tour of Australia and first visit to New Zealand.
The Choir along with Iona Jones impressed audiences
every night with their glorious voices, and light
humour provided by MC and chorister Dean Powell.
Audience members were treated to a taste of Wales
and many were moved to tears as they relived happy
memories from their homeland.
Throughout the tour I felt part of a family and
enjoyed so many aspects. The first time I heard the
Choir sing an impromptu after-glow in a small local hotel I was astounded at
the emotion stirred and couldn’t stop the flow of tears.
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The 2009 Australian/New Zealand tour was a wonderful experience for me
and thousands of people throughout Australia and New Zealand and I treasure being part of this esteemed group.
Diolch o galon!

PRIDE AT HONORARY MEMBERSHIP
By PIA DI PAOLO
HONORARY LADY MEMBER
I was very excited to receive my Honorary Lady
Membership to the Treorchy Male Choir all the way
here in Melbourne, Australia.
I have worked with Andrew Kay for, dare I say – 20
years - and have had the pleasure of being involved in
so many fantastic local and international tours.
Of all these the two “down under” tours of Treorchy
Male Choir have been memorable not only because of the wonderful performances and joy you have brought to our audiences but also because the tours
have been made so easy and pleasurable to organize because of the friendly,
efficient management of the Choir.
Once again, very many thanks to you all

UPON REFLECTION
MEMORIES OF YOUR TOUR
By DAVID LANG
HONORARY MEMBER
It was a pleasant day, slightly windy and a little warm, arriving in Perth having just landed on our flight from Melbourne. We – the production team made our way from the domestic terminal to International in order to meet
the Choir who were due to land shortly. We waited discussing the tour itinerary with the Perth publicist.
Not long were we there when the first of the “red jackets” came into sight
and just kept multiplying. So much red the fire alarms went off and half the
Choir were to remain stuck on the tarmac side of customs. We were all evac-
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uated from the terminal and were asked to wait outside, each group staring
at one another with a fence in between.
No sooner were we outside the rain began to fall in buckets! After the coast
was cleared and the Chorister’s red jackets proven not to be at fault, the bells
found to be a false alarm, the rest of the Choir began to work their way
though customs. Saturated, tired and a little frustrated the Choir were finally
reunited and on the bus.
What a welcome to Australia!
From this rocky start grew a tour of exceptional
proportions. Two acts of memorable charts relished by audiences and critics across Australia and
New Zealand. What an honour it must have been
for the Choir to also be recorded by our Australian
Broadcasting Corporation at several different locations…No pressure for me to get the sound right!
Did someone mention PINT? I enjoyed the post
performance refreshments on many occasions
spending some quality time with the Choir. It was
a fantastic opportunity to really get to know a lot
about the Choir as they shared some memories of their times and experiences
since joining.
A stand out memory for me was being present at an “afterglow”. What an
experience that was for the uninitiated being privileged enough to hear such
harmonic sounds created from the pure enjoyment and love of singing that
these lads share.
But a tour of exceptional proportions cannot be without a few hiccups along
the way such as the surprise findings of the odd hairdryer, the occasional television remote and even a set (or a few) of hotel keys, far away from where they
reside – that is to say across the Tasman ocean!
None of this impacted on the fantastic time I had touring with this bunch of
extremely humble and extraordinarily talented artists. I thoroughly enjoyed
every moment and would do it all again.
I am deeply honoured that the Choir and management committee held my
work and efforts in such high regard on the tour. I was surprised and thrilled
to receive the prestigious honorary membership to the Treorchy Male Choir
in recognition of my contribution.
I thoroughly enjoyed the time I spent working with and getting to know this
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extremely friendly group of people. It was my pleasure to be able to provide
my technical services on this successful tour – ensuring the magic of the
Choir was heard and seen by all who attended their first-rate performances.

DUAL CELEBRATIONS IN AUSTRALIA
By DAVID PITT, SECRETARY, APOLLO CHOIR, BRISBANE
It started with an email from the Musical Director of the Apollo Choir to the
secretary “Did you read that the Treorchy Male Choir is visiting Brisbane in
June?”
On investigation, we found it was their 125 year celebration tour! Why was
that relevant? The Brisbane Apollo Male Choir was also celebrating its 125
years as a choir.
It started for us back in 1884, when, in response to a newspaper article that
read, “16 gentlemen expressed an interest in forming a male voice choir”.
At a meeting held on the 16th July, the Brisbane Liedertafel was formed.
Exactly one year later, in the Brisbane Town Hall, the first concert of this new
group was held. The Conductor was Mr. H. J. Pollard, and the accompanist
Mr. W. A. Calfisch.
A name change was needed during the early years of the First World War,
when the German title lost some of its appeal.
It was changed to The Apollo Club, a name that was retained until incorporation in the 1990’s’when it became the Brisbane Apollo Male Choir Inc.
In 1984, a Centenary Concert was held in Brisbane, also in the Brisbane City
Hall. The then Conductor, John Hopsick, eventually served as a member of
the choir for 53 years, an amazing length of time to be in a choir. John
stopped singing in 2007, age 86.
The choir has continued without a break for the whole 125 years, with a total
of 13 conductors during that time , including two females, one being the present Musical Director, Michelle Albert.
Michelle recently conducted the Choir in its special 125 year concert on July
7th, again in the Brisbane City Hall main auditorium.
The Apollo Choir has sung with all the major choirs in Queensland during its
125 years, and at present spends most of its time entertaining in retirement
villages and nursing homes.
It is not an eisteddfod choir, rather a community choir, and our role as a choir
is as pastoral as it is musical, bringing concert programs to people who are no
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longer able to attend concerts because of their age or health, but who never
the less love the music presented. It holds about 30 concerts each year.
When we became aware of the coming visit, we contacted the Treorchy Choir
secretary, Frederick O’Brien, to see if a meeting could be arranged.
He expressed a desire to meet us but said the tour agents were the ones
responsible for all scheduling. The best that could be arranged was a get
together after the concert.
About half of the Apollo Choir members attended the performance and were
thrilled by what they heard. To hear a choir perform to a standard that we are
constantly trying to achieve was a wonderful experience for all of us.
The Apollo Choir was acknowledged by the compere – Dean Powell - after
the interval, and our 125 year heritage explained to the audience. It was a
night for us to remember.
We gathered in the foyer after the finale to meet the Treorchy choristers as
they came out to mingle with the audience, and spent about 15 minutes talking and taking photos.
The Chairman presented us with a copy of the “Diamond Jubilee” publication and the two secretaries spent time talking about music and possible
assistance for the Apollo Choir.
It was indeed both a privilege and a pleasure to hear then meet with the
members of the world famous “Treorchy Male Choir”.
It was also refreshing to leave the concert venue with the impression that, like
the Apollo Choir members, they were normal people who enjoyed singing
and sharing that singing with others.
Information about the Brisbane Apollo Choir can be obtained from their
web site www.apollochoir.com. We are proud that we have been entertaining
the citizens of Brisbane and surrounding areas for 125 years.
We congratulate the Treorchy Choir on their 125 year heritage and their
achievements during those years.

CARDIFF CITY STADIUM LAUNCH
Treorchy Male Choir became the first choir to sing at the new £100 million
Cardiff City Stadium.
The 80-strong Choir sang on the pitch prior to the pre-season friendly against
Celtic F.C. at the 27,000-seater development.
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Cardiff City Stadium, July 2009
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The Cardiff City Stadium is the new home of the Cardiff City Football Club
and will host the home matches of the Cardiff Blues rugby union team.
The Choir entertained the crowd of 16,000 prior to the game with a selection of all-time favourites which raised the atmosphere of the spectacular
occasion.

GLOBAL SHOWCASE FOR CHOIR
Treorchy Male Choir has launched one of the largest interactive websites on
the internet devoted entirely to a musical organisation.
Following a £5,000 grant from the Lottery’s Award For All Wales fund the
website, www.treorchymalechoir.com illustrates more than 125 years of
music making and its massive role in the cultural history of Wales.
The Choir has amassed an impressive archive collection of more than 10,000
items – many of whom can now be viewed on line. Visitors to the website
will be able to see hundreds of photographs, concert programmes, newspaper reports, listen to recordings, watch television broadcasts, trace any family
members who were in the organisation and learn about the history of the
music making since the 1880s in Treorchy.
A series of essays are also included which encapsulate the history of workingclass music making in the Rhondda during the Victorian era. More up to date
articles include overseas tour
diaries and landmark events
up to the present day.
Lists of every concert engagement and every piece of
music performed are also
listed, along with a database
of names of previous choristers and music staff. Visitors
can also learn more about
The New Website
future concerts, merchandise
on sale and read the many
accolades from world leaders and celebrities.
The website, which includes around 200,000 words – similar to a 500-page
novel – has already received thousands of hits. It was written by Dean Powell
and designed by Richard Bennewith.
For further details, visit www.treorchymalechoir.com
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IN MEMORIAM
ROBERT GRIFFITHS
July 13th, 1930 – June 5th, 2009
The Choir was deeply saddened to hear of the death of
Robert “Bob” Griffiths at home in Wales while they
were undertaking their tour of Australia and New
Zealand. It was in a theatre in Christchurch on the
South Island of New Zealand that the very emotional
choristers gathered to pay their respects and remember
a stalwart member of the Choir. Despite his long illness,
Bob remained faithful to “his Treorchy” and collectively
we shall miss him greatly.
Bob was indeed a major component in the history of the post-war Choir, the
epitome of a first-class chorister who will indeed be sadly missed by us all.
His total dedication, faithfulness and exceptional hard work on behalf of the
Choir was apparent to one and all; while his tall, slight figure was a trademark
feature of the Second Bass section for almost sixty years.
Bob was proud to call himself a Pentre Grammar Schoolboy. He was a talented athlete in his youth and a noted football player before enjoying a long
career in engineering. The younger brother of baritone soloist Sam Griffiths,
it was obvious that Bob would one day follow in his footsteps and join the
“new” Treorchy Male Choir under the baton of John Haydn Davies. He did
so in 1953 and apart from his time spent in National Service, enjoyed an
unbroken service of over five decades.
As a chorister, his knowledge of music and tonic solfa was exceptional and he
was a solid pillar of his section. However, Bob was also a guiding light in the
administrative functions of the organisation and served as a Second Bass
Committeeman for two terms, a Vice Chairman for two years and was also
Chairman for three separate terms. During his tenure as Chairman he led the
Choir on their successful overseas tours of Canada in 1985 and Australia in
1986 and 1999. He was also the Choir’s Stage Marshall for many years and
carried out his duties with total professionalism at all times.
Bob was made a Life Member of the Treorchy Male Choir in 1980 and
received a gold watch in recognition of his fifty years service in 2003. Only a
few weeks ago the Management Committee decided to award him the position of Vice President of the Choir at this year’s Annual Concert.
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To his wife Mair and his family we offer our deepest condolences and hope
they find some comfort in the knowledge that we share in their grief
while also celebrating the major contribution he made to the success of the
Choir.

VICE PRESIDENT
Only a few months before the sad passing of Robert
“Bob” Griffiths, the Choir’s Management Committee had
agreed to present him with a Vice Presidency of the
Treorchy Male Choir.
This was to be bestowed in honour of almost sixty years
continuous membership and in recognition of the many
positions he held on the Committee itself, more notably
as Chairman.
Mair Griffiths
At the Choir’s Annual Concert in the Park & Dare
receiving her late
husbands’ award
Theatre, the certificate of Vice Presidency was presented
posthumously to his wife Mair before a packed audience
including friends and family.

BLUE PLAQUE AWARD
Treorchy Male Choir became the first
choir in the world to be honoured
with a Blue Plaque in recognition of
its massive contribution to the rich
cultural heritage of Wales.
The world-famous Choir had two
Blue Plaques unveiled in Treorchy to
celebrate its two distinct periods of
history which stretch back over 125
years.
Rhondda Cynon Taf Council presented a plaque to be erected on the
front of the Red Cow public house
on High Street where the original “Treorky Male Choir” was formed in 1883
and later went on to perform for Queen Victoria at Windsor Castle.
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Presentation of the Blue Plaque

The Choir decided to purchase a second plaque for their “home” at Treorchy
Primary School where they were reformed following World War II on October
16th 1946 and still rehearse twice a week.
A special unveiling ceremony took place for both plaques at the school where
Mayor of Rhondda Cynon Taf Cllr Robert Smith unveiled the first plaque,
while Choir President Brian Bates unveiled the second.
Former
conductors,
accompanists
and
soloists joined members
of the Choir for the very
special event. Over 230
members
of
the
Treorchy Primary School
Choir thrilled the crowd
with a performance.
Cllr Smith said: “It
amazes me that wherever you go in the world
people seem to have
heard of the Treorchy
Vice Presidents Islwyn Morgan and Norman Martin
Male Choir. They are an
at the unveiling.
integral part of the
make-up of our county
borough and are wonderful ambassadors for us throughout the world.
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“Many thousands of visitors come to Treorchy every year to hear them perform in concert or during rehearsals and now they will also be able to see the
two Blue Plaques commemorating the wonderful work they have done for
over a century.
“Their impressive record speaks for itself with international concert tours,
almost annual records released, competition wins, royal command performances and of course many thousands of concerts in aid of so many charities.
Congratulations to the Choir, members and staff past and present for their
outstanding work.”
Assembly Member for the Rhondda Leighton Andrews and Headteacher of
the Treorchy Primary School Louise Evans also praised the Choir, especially
its work in encouraging children to sing and play instruments through the
Treorchy Male Choir Junior Musician of the Year Competition which began
four years ago.
For almost two years Rhondda Cynon Taf Council’s Libraries & Museums
Service has been working closely with various voluntary organisations and
individuals to determine 30 sites in the county borough as yet unrecognized
for their historical background with the placing of a Blue Plaque
Due to £49,200 of Heritage Lottery funding, the project has set out to identify icons, events and buildings, culminating in the placing of blue plaques to
commemorate their history and achievements.

VALLEY VENTURE A BIG SUCCESS
By RHOS MALE CHOIR
Dau gor, un llais / Unedig mewn can
Two choirs, one voice / United in song

Colin Aubrey and
Gareth Evans

There was certainly no north-south divide (mythical or
not) when Treorchy Male Choir and Rhos Male Voice
Choir joined together in concert at the well-known
Park and Dare Theatre in Treorchy on Saturday,
October 10, for the 28th Annual Autumn Concert of
the home choir.
With more than 100 choristers on stage for three items
and the Welsh National Anthem the building reverberated to a fantastic sound that revived memories of past
years to many in the large audience. Both choirs took
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their turn singing a varied selection of items in both halves and mezzo
soprano Kate Woolveridge gave an accomplished performance.
Both Director's of Music, Jan Ball (Treorchy) and Aled Phillips (Rhos) are to
be congratulated on their hard work and patience ensuring that the choir's in
their charge are held in such high regard. The accompanists Helen Roberts
and Kevin Whitley are also to be congratulated on their performance.
Members of Rhos Male Voice Choir and their supporters were certainly given
a warm welcome by the home choir and by members of the audience and it
was much appreciated. The hope is that we can reciprocate in the not too distant future.
The friendship shown at the after-concert reception was something that will
be remembered for a long time with members of both choirs and others present enjoying an excellent buffet and a 'chat'.
Rhos Male Voice Choir vice-chairman Colin Aubrey, presented Treorchy chairman, Gareth Evans with a piece of inscribed glassware (as in the photograph
above) and received a plaque with the Treorchy Male Choir crest upon it.
John Tudor Davies also received a plaque in recognition of his many years of
work with male voice choirs. His well-known arrangement of “Gwahoddiad”
was sung by both choirs to end the concert.
Many of us from "up north" can now put a face to the compere for the
evening, Dean Powell - he also sang solo parts. Some members in the Rhos
Male Voice Choir have heard him on radio commenting on the day's newspapers etc.
Thanks again for a wonderful evening. As one group of people from the
Valleys commented after the concert: "That was real male voice singing, two
top notch choirs making a wonderful sound. You can't beat it".

FIFTY YEAR CHORISTER
REWARDED
During 2009 Treorchy Male Choir paid tribute
to one of its longest-serving choristers by
awarding him with a gold watch to mark 50
years unbroken service to the organisation.
Len Gale, aged 85 of Wyndham Street, Ton
Pentre, received his gift from the Choir chair-

Len Gale receiving his
gold watch from Chairman
Gareth Evans.
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man on stage at the Park & Dare Theatre, Treorchy, before 800 people.
Mr Gale, who joined the Choir in 1959, has rarely missed a rehearsal - let
alone a concert - in all this time. He has also undertaken every one of the
Choir's tours of USA, Canada and Australia.
Despite his advancing years he also undertook the Choir's magnificent threeweek tour of Australia and New Zealand earlier this year where they
entertained more than 20,000 in 19 concerts, including the Sydney Opera
House.
Before joining the Choir, Mr Gale sang with the Morgannwg Gleemen but
decided to audition for the successful Treorchy Choir. The famous conductor
John Haydn Davies placed him in the second row of the baritone section and
he has remained in the same spot for over five decades.
Mr. Gale, who is unmarried, worked in the accounts department for the
National Coal Board. He is also a faithful member of the St John's Church
Choir and plays an active role there by helping with church fetes. He is also
a keen gardener and still helps to maintain the church grounds.
Mr Gale is the 11th chorister to reach his 50-year milestone since 1996 when
the Choir celebrated its 50th anniversary since reforming following the
Second World War in October 1946.

ARTHUR E. DAVIES
Conductor
Treorchy & District Male Choir 1938-1943
Whilst building the new Choir website,
www.treorchymalechoir.com archivist Dean
Powell sought to find out more about the prewar conductors who led the Choir from 1917
to 1943. One of those conductors was Arthur
E. Davies of Swansea. Following several newspaper adverts and a detective-like search for
information, the family of this famous musician were found and kindly Mr Davies’s
granddaughter supplied the following fascinating information regarding his life in music and
song.
Arthur E. Davies
In 1938, shortly before the outbreak of the
Second World War, Arthur E. Davies, a well - known Swansea musician,
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much revered for his work as a conductor, choirmaster, organist, adjudicator,
professor of music and critic and brother in law of the brilliant pianist and
composer, Claudia Lloyd, was invited to take up the baton. Due to his
numerous musical commitments, he was only able to accept the invitation
on an advisory basis and so had the brilliant foresight to appoint John Haydn
Davis as his deputy and willing apprentice, who would conduct the choir
under his watchful eyes until the difficult yet realistic decision was made to
disband during the war.
Born in Wales, Arthur E. Davies was just sixteen years of age when he was
appointed organist and choirmaster of St James’ Church, Walter Road,
Swansea and at nineteen, was the youngest in the country to be granted the
Fellowship of the Royal College of Organists (FRCO). He subsequently
became an Associate of the Royal College of Music (ARCM) and studied under
such notable musicians as Sir Granville Bantock and Sir Henry Walford Davies.
Invited to appear at Mount Pleasant Baptist Church at the end of the First
World War on Armistice night, Arthur E. Davies served as choirmaster and
organist at Mount Pleasant Baptist Church for almost half a century, appearing with the choir at venues across the country including at the Royal Albert
Hall and, as a regular broadcaster at the BBC studios on Alexandra Road,
through which his work gained international recognition.
As an adjudicator, Arthur E. Davies was sought throughout England and
Wales. He was particularly proud to adjudicate at the Swansea National
Eisteddfod in 1926 and continued to adjudicate right up until his death,
adjudicating the National Eisteddfod again in 1962. As a critic, he was
invited to write reports for both local and national publications, including for
the Western Mail and South Wales News.
During his illustrious career, Arthur E. Davies gained numerous diplomas and
honours for his teaching and taught many leading musicians, including the
favourite of Ivor Novello, the celebrated contralto Olive Gilbert, with whom
he remained great friends.
Upon his death in 1966, Mr Ivor Owen, the Swansea municipal director of
music and borough organist said “Mr Arthur E. Davies was a one man musical institution and his loss is a great one for Wales.”

A MUSICAL FRIENDSHIP
VIN & MARY BAXTER, SOUTH AFRICA
Our association with the Treorchy male Choir goes back to 2003, when my
husband, Vin and I were planning a visit to the UK.
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As we are both avid fans of Welsh Male choir singing, I wanted to see if there
were any choirs in the area where we would be staying, that would be having
rehearsals while we were there, so decided to look at the internet.
When I saw the name of the well known Treorchy Male Choir, I decided to
contact the Secretary to see when they held their rehearsals. I was told that
they would be staging their Annual Autumn Concert at the Park and Dare
Theatre in Treorchy, which happened to be during the period we would be
in the UK.
I contacted the booking office of the Park and Dare Theatre, and they agreed
to keep tickets for us. There was an immediate alteration to the itinerary to
enable us to attend the concert, which was wonderful and well worth the two
hour trip from where we were staying.
As my mother grew up in Pontypridd, I was always aware that the Treorchy
Male Choir was one of the best Welsh choirs - but I was wrong. They are not
just one of the best - they are THE BEST!
Since then, whenever we travel to the UK, our whole trip revolves around
where and when the Treorchy Male Choir is singing in concert. We attend as
many concerts as we possibly can, and visit the rehearsal room as well.
To visit the rehearsal room is quite an experience. When we attend a concert
or even listen to CDs, I think we all marvel at the superb sound the choir pro-

St. James Church, Ludgershall
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duces when the tenors’, second tenors’, baritones’ and bass’s voices all blend
together, It was only when I sat and listened to the Treorchy boys rehearsing
that I realised just how much hard work goes into putting four different parts
together and producing that sound. An amazing experience.
On the last night of our last trip to the UK in September/October 2009, we
once again visited the rehearsal room and were quite overwhelmed when, at
the end of their rehearsal, the choir sang “We’ll Keep a Welcome” for us. A
treat indeed – and very moving.
We are truly privileged to call ourselves friends of the Treorchy Male Choir
and to be members of their Appreciation Society.
We are hoping that one day they will be able to tour South Africa so that
audiences here can have the opportunity and the thrill of listening to the
Treorchy Boys in person - just as we have been so fortunate and privileged
to have had.

HAPPY MEMORIES
By STEPHEN COX
Second Bass 1969-1976
I’ve just finished looking at the website for the Treorchy Male Choir and
would just like to say how much I enjoyed the content and how impressed I
am with the excellent work you have done in collating and cataloguing the
multitude of interesting details.
It is a “user friendly site” which invites you into its hidden depths to reveal a
host of facts, information and most importantly for me fond memories.
I have spent many hours using the site watching the old videos, listening to
the extracts of some of the Albums and especially enjoyed the archives section where there are so many photographs which bring back to me the time
when I was privileged to be a part of such a fine organization of men who
spend their time “singing just for the joy of it”.
I well remember February 1969 Derek Devinett (1st Bass) suggesting to me
that I may enjoy becoming a member of the famous Treorchy Male Choir. Full
of trepidation I went along one Tuesday evening and took the obligatory
“voice test”. John Cynan (Conductor) and Tom Jones (Accompanist) were my
adjudicators. Tom played a note on his piano and I had to try to copy it. How
difficult it was when Tom started playing some “half notes” for me to follow.
I couldn't read a note of music and found it very difficult to follow his lead.
I thought that I had made a complete hash of it.
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To my surprise Tom kept going down and down the scale until we eventually
finished. I was fully expecting to be a top tenor but by this stage thought I
would be very lucky if I ever became a member as I felt that I had failed my
audition completely. To my surprise John Cynan offered me a position at 2
nd Bass section B. I couldn't believe it!
He then positioned me between Harry Price and Danny Williams, two giants
of the Choir. What a privilege it was to sing with Harry in my right ear and
Danny in my left! I could feel the resonance of their deep voices going
through my body. You couldn't fail to learn your part with those two men
standing each side of you.

I remember sitting on the sands at Rhossili in June 1969 we had just sang "Y
Deryn Pur" as the sun was setting and I was chatting to John Cynan and he
asked me how I felt now about being a bottom bass; I had been with the Choir
five months by then. I told him that it was a great feeling and that I felt very
comfortable in that section. He replied by telling me that during my “audition”
he felt that when I was singing the lower notes he could hear the quality of my
voice coming through. How glad I was that he had made that decision.
I went on to make great friends like Mike Peachy, John Hale, Terry Hale &
Alun Davies. We were the youngsters of the Choir in those days. We were
avid members of the “Rodney's Bus” which always stayed behind after a concert for the “2nd Concert” as opposed to the “Deacon's Bus” which went
home early.
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One night on a weekend trip away from home Mike, John, Terry, Alun and I
went “skinny dipping” in the sea. The water was freezing and it ended up
with me dragging Mike Peachy out of the sea as he had turned blue and was
in the early stages of hypothermia. I “frog marched” him up and down the
beach a couple of times and managed to “thaw” him out wrapped up in several duvets and filling him with copious cups of hot sweet coffee. Thankfully
Mike survived the ordeal which was good news for the Choir as he was, and
still is, a marvellous 2nd bass with a deep rich voice who went on to serve
the Choir until 2002.
In January 1976 I suggested to my brother Norman that he might like to join
the Choir and I can remember singing alongside Will Jones (chairman at the
time) and my brother turned up for his audition. Norman was 19 years old
and lead singer of a rock band (Zenith) in those days and had grown his hair
down past his shoulders. Will uttered a cry of “Bloody Hell” when he saw
Norman with his full length of hair. I turned to Will and explained that
Norman was my brother and he said, “that's okay then we'll give him a
chance”. I'm glad the Choir did give him a chance as he is still a member of
the First Bass section to this day.
I'm so grateful to the Choir for so many wonderful experiences and for being
given the opportunity of making so many great friends. My heart fills with
pride whenever I hear them singing on the radio or television and I am able
to say I was a Second Bass section B Member of the Treorchy Male Choir.

A BLACK & WHITE ACTOR
The Memoirs of Glyn Houston
Treorchy Male Choir members were proud to attend the official launch of the
memoirs of Glyn Houston, one of Wales’s finest actors whose career has
spanned more than half a century.
“A Black & White Actor”, which was edited by the Choir’s Publicity Officer,
Dean Powell, was launched at Rhondda Heritage Park in Trehafod. A section
of the Choir appeared at the event as a close connection had existed between
the Choir and Glyn Houston.
Over the years they have appeared on stage together, famously drank together
at the ATV Studios in Elstree and more recently he provided the narration for
the Choir’s DVD, “Singing from the Heart”. All of those episodes feature in
the book which also reveals how after running his grandmother’s milk round,
he became one of Britain’s most popular actors of television and film.
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A poignant but often hilarious memoir, Houston reveals his total devotion for
the country of his birth as he embarked on a career that has seen him appear
in more than 80 films for cinema or television and countless theatre productions. A self-confessed hell-raiser in his youth, he often spent time with
drinking friends in Stanley Baker and Richard Burton, mixing with East End
villains.
Written with a brilliant wit and saucy humour, Houston shares memories of
his Rhondda upbringing during the depression, the loss of his mother when
he was a little boy and the many happy childhood memories so brilliantly
captured in the works of playwright and poet Gwyn Thomas, who became
such a close friend.
Introduced to the acting profession by older
brother Donald, already established as a matinee idol, Glyn began his career by entertaining
the troops in Singapore during the 1940s. After
a lengthy period in repertory theatre, he made
his film debut as the cheeky cockney barrow
boy in Dirk Bogarde’s The “Blue Lamp”. Since
then his acting prowess has seen him appear in
every conceivable role, from the first on-screen
lover of Joan Collins in “Turn The Key Softly” to
the aged father of Anthony Hopkins in
“Heartlands”.
During the early days of television he played
dozens of roles in plays broadcast live with
often hair-raising consequences and more recently scooped a top Best Actor’s
Award at the Monte Carlo Film Festival for his poignant portrayal of an elderly
widower in “Better Days”. His career allowed him more than a brush with
Hollywood stardom also, having worked with such movie legends as Clark
Gable, who was still regarded as royalty, Victor Mature, who Houston called
“a prune”, Alan Ladd who was “just delightful” and a rather middle-aged
Lana Turner, once the object of his teenage affections, but somewhat disappointing in later life!
He received rave reviews for his role as Bunter the valet and assistant to Ian
Carmichael’s Lord Peter Wimsey and has also appeared in such diverse programmes as “Crown Court”, The “Horseman Riding”, “The Saint”, “Minder”
and “Dr Who”. After a successful run in the series Deadline Midnight with
Sarah Miles, he also worked closely with Michael Caine, Sean Connery, Roger
Moore, David Niven, Trevor Howard and Gregory Peck.
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During the early 1960s he moved to Weybridge, Surrey with his wife Shirley
and two daughters. Regarded as the “Beverly Hills of England”, his neighbours have included Cliff Richard, Tom Jones, Engelbert Humperdinck and
John Lennon. He now resides in Pulborough, West Sussex where he plays
golf and bridge and continues to enjoy a busy acting career.

A RHONDDA FRIENDSHIP
By GLYN HOUSTON
Once again I find myself writing a few words for Excelsior – The Voice of
Treorchy Male Choir which I have done several times in the recent past and
am always delighted, and honoured to do so.
Our paths have certainly crossed many times over the years. I still talk of our
encounter in the film studio bar when you were filming the Julie Andrews
Show and the chorister in front of me ordered 42 pints of beer – I never got
over it. In fact I wrote about it in the book!
While growing up in the
Rhondda during the 1920s
and 30s I was always made
aware of the rich male voice
choral tradition of Treorchy.
All these years later and you
continue to go from strength
to strength,
I was absolutely delighted that
Dean Powell and Glyn Houston
a section of the Choir took the
time to attend the launch of my memoirs at Rhondda Heritage Park.
You all performed brilliantly and gave the event the right atmosphere I had
hoped for. As always, you did me proud.
I was deeply humbled by the amount of individuals who supported me on
the day and all of them were enamoured by your attendance and beautiful
sound.
I continue to keep abreast of all your achievements through Dean who
worked with me for several years on the book and continues to promote the
book on my behalf.
You are great ambassadors for the valley of my birth and Wales must be proud
of you all.
Once again, many thanks.
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DOWN MEMORY LANE
1999 – Ten Years Ago
Under the baton of Andrew Badham, the Choir recorded a new CD single of
Bob Marley’s hit, “Stir It Up” for the British rugby charity. Woodenspoon.
Later in the year they made a new CD album called “In Harmony”. To celebrate the opening of the new Millennium Stadium, they sang at the Angel
Hotel, Cardiff with the Ladysmith Black Mambazo and some of the concert
venues throughout the year included the Tower Ballroom in Blackpool and
the grounds of Cardiff Castle for a British Lions celebration event. The highlight of the year was the all-expenses-paid month-long tour of Australia
thanks to Mario Maiolo. The 23-concert tour included Sydney, Newcastle,
Wollongong, Brisbane, Coffs Harbour, Canberra, Melbourne, Mount Gambier
and Adelaide.
1989 – Twenty Years Ago
The Choir performed alongside with Angela Rippon, Sian Phillips, Cliff
Morgan and Stuart Burrows in a Gala Concert to celebrate the 80th birthday
George Thomas, Viscount Tonypandy. Marion Williams became the new
Choir accompanist and in March they performed at Powys Castle for the tricentenary celebrations of the Royal Welch Fusiliers in the presence of Her
Majesty the Queen. The Choir recorded a new CD, “Songs Of Revival” and
spent ten consecutive nights in the City Hall, Cardiff to perform in the
Christie Tyler Furniture Fortnight with jazz singer George Melly.
1979 – Thirty Years Ago
The year began with the sad news of the death of elocutionist Herbert Jones
and Choir treasurer Gwynne Williams. The Choir performed in the Ryan
Davies Memorial Concert with Sir Harry Secombe and shared the stage for
the first time with soprano Josephine Jones. They released a new EMI album,
“Calon Lan” and following a 16 year break, returned to Doncaster to perform
with the Wheatsheaf Girls’ Choir.
1969 – Forty Years Ago
On January 14th John Haydn Davies MBE retired as Conductor and John
Cynan Jones was appointed his successor. The Choir spent several weeks
filming and recording in various locations throughout South Wales – including Brecon Beacons, Cardiff Castle, Rhossili Beach, Neath Abbey and Fernhill
Colliery – for the Lutz Welnitz feature film “Choirs of the World”. Later in
the year the Choir spent five days in London’s ATV Studios filming the
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Christmas edition of This Is Tom Jones with Millicent Martin, Judy Collins
and the Johnny Spence Orchestra. They also recorded a new BBC album
called “Blessed The World That Sings”.
1959 – Fifty Years Ago
Despite the great demand for radio broadcasts and concert engagements, the
Choir performed in a Memorial Concert in the New Theatre, Cardiff to honour Ivor Novello. They also appeared in the Llandaff Festival of Music and
sang Mansel Thomas’s “Praise Ye The Lord” which was dedicated to them. In
August the Choir won the National Eisteddfod in Caernarfon. Later in the
year they also won the Miners’ Eisteddfod in Porthcawl on the test piece of
the “Coronation Scene” from “Boris Godounov”, with Sam Griffiths performing the baritone solo.
1949 – Sixty Years Ago
For the first time the Choir performed with an orchestra, the BBC Welsh
Orchestra, under Mansel Thomas, at the Park and Dare Theatre for a broadcast on the Welsh Home Service. In April they appeared at the Wembley Pool,
London for the NCB Boxing Finals before HRH Prince Philip, the Duke of
Edinburgh. In August they made their first appearance in a National
Eisteddfod. 10 coaches carrying 310 choristers and supporters travelled to
the event in Dolgellau and they gained the second prize. The first official
Choir photograph was also taken during the year.
1939 – Seventy Years Ago
In May they introduced their new conductor, Arthur E. Davies, to the Park
and Dare Theatre audience. Deputy Conductor John Haydn Davies opened
the performance with a rendition of “Scranton” – written by former
Conductor W.D.Evans who was in the audience. It was performed in honour
of seven choristers who had passed away that year. The first half of the concert was broadcast by the BBC and Tom Jones became accompanist after the
sudden illness of his relative, Idris Jones. Later in the year they lost the
Treorchy Chair Eisteddfod to Pendyrus Male Choir by a single point
1929 – Eighty Years Ago
Under the baton of John Isaac Jones they competed (and lost!) at the
National Eisteddfod in Liverpool. A few weeks later they won a 75 guinea cup
and the first prize of £80 at the Pontarddulais Eisteddfod. The test pieces
were “The Herald” and “Nidaros” and were awarded 187 points ahead of the
175 points awarded to the Morriston United Choir. The adjudicator was Sir
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Hugh Roberton, conductor of the Glasgow Orpheus Choir.
1919 – Ninety Years Ago
After two years in existence, the Treorchy & District Male Voice Party’s secretary Tom Jenkins resigned with Mr G. Picton Williams succeeding him. Tom
Jenkins later assisted in the reformation of the Choir in 1946. The conductor
of this relatively new choir was John Pugh of Cwmparc.
1889 – One Hundred and Twenty Years Ago
The Treorky Male Choir won their first National Eisteddfod in Brecon on the
test pieces “The Young Musician” and “Y Seren Hwyrol”. Chief adjudicator
Professor Atkin said it was “the best performance I have ever heard by a male
voice choir”, and presented them with £25. The Choir’s greatest rivals, The
Rhondda Glee Society (Conductor Tom Stephens) came second.

ATTENDANCES
“There remains the central core of the choir, those faithful ones, regular in attendance, attentive and alert in rehearsals, with the music in their heads and not with
their heads in their music, singing at concerts with confidence and courage, cheerful
at all times and ever patient and long suffering despite the idiosyncracies of the conductor. They in truth are THE Treorchy Male Choir.”
John Haydn Davies
Founder Conductor, 1954

Rehearsals

Engagements

CENTURY CLUB (100% Attendance)
Ernald Brooks
Ernald Brooks
Norman Martin
Norman Martin
Alwyn Lewis
Frederick O’Brien
Roger Watkins
NIFTY NINETIES CLUB (90% Attendance)
Arthur Miles
Michael Wood

Arthur Miles
Michael Wood
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David Bebb
John Jones
Daryl Stacey
Will Thomas
William Watkin
Alun Davies
Tony Davies
David Williams
Cyril Bevan
Graham Cox
Ivor Lock
Gwyn Morgan
Reg Stephens
Keith Bevan
Frederck O’Brien
Joe Harris
Derek Langley
Mark Milsom
Ray Daniels
Len Gale
Selwyn Jones
Keith Owens
Rennie Phillips
Roger Watkins
George Jacob
Peter Jones
Dennis Young

95
David Bebb
John Jones
Daryl Stacey
Will Thomas
William Watkin
Alun Davies
Tony Davies
David Williams
John Bowen
Stuart Hill
Dean Powell
Nick Jenkins
Derek Thomas

CHORISTERS BALANCE SHEET
IN
Richard Danahar
Stephen Lawrence
Kieron Hill
Haydn Powell
Glyn Thomas
Gerald Emanuel
David Stanton
John Jenkins
Idris Morgan
Lee Lanciotti

OUT
Gareth Rees
Bryn Howells
Cyril Goodfield
Paul Griffiths
Len Gale
Robert Hopkins
John Strabel
Llew Summerhill

Excelsior for 2009:Excelsior for 2005 (Mac).qxd

96

2/8/10

15:38

Page 96

EXCELSIOR
NUMBER ON BOOKS – DECEMBER 2009
IT
29

2T
18

IB
28

2B
26

TOTAL
101

ENGAGEMENTS
January
Saturday 17th

Saturday 31st

March
Sunday 1st
Saturday 7th
Wednesday 25th

April
Saturday 4th
Friday 10th
Saturday 25th
May
Tuesday 5th
Thursday 14th
Thursday 14th

Anvil Theatre, Basingstoke – with the Hampshire
Youth Band and Orchestra in aid of the Rotary Club
on Basingstoke
Armstrong Hall, Thornbury – in aid of the
Cymrodorion and Leukaemia Research

Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff – massed choir
concert in aid of the Teenage Cancer Trust
St John’s Church, Gowerton – performance at the
wedding of Choir Treasurer, Gareth Lawrence
Treorchy Comprehensive School – the Grand Final
of the Treorchy Male Choir & Coca Cola Junior
Musician of the Year 2009
Great Hall, Exeter – in aid of the Rotary Club of
Exmouth’s Hospicare Fund
Park & Dare Theatre, Treorchy – 43rd Annual Good
Friday Concert
The Pavilion, Plymouth
Rehearsal Room, Treorchy – filming for “The
Liberation Hymn” DVD
Rehearsal Room, Treorchy – filming for the Porth
People’s First DVD
Parc Primary School, Cwmparc – performance at the
ceremony to remember the victims of the 1941
Cwmparc Bombing
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Saturday 23rd
Sunday 24th
Sunday 24th
Tuesday 26th
Wednesday 27th
Thursday 28th
Friday 29th
Saturday 30th
Sunday 31st
June
Tuesday 2nd
Friday 5th
Friday 5th
Sunday 7th
Monday 8th
Tuesday 9th
Wednesday 10th
Thursday 11th
Friday 12th
Saturday 13th
Saturday 13th
Sunday 14th
Tuesday 23rd
Wednesday 24th
Wednesday 24th

July
Wednesday 4th
Saturday 18th
Wednesday 22nd
Friday 24th
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Performing Arts Centre, Mandurah, Western
Australia
Perth Concert Hall, Western Australia
Perth Concert Hall, Western Australia
Adelaide Festival Theatre, South Australia
Llewellyn Hall, Canberra, Australian Capital
Territory
Costa Hall, Geelong, Victoria
Arts Centre, Frankston, Victoria
Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash, Victoria
Arts Centre, Melbourne, Victoria

Town Hall, Auckland, New Zealand
New Zealand TV Studios, Wellington. New Zealand
St James Theatre, Wellington, New Zealand
Town Hall, Christchurch, New Zealand
Entertainment Centre, Sutherland, New South
Wales
Hills Centre, Castle Hills, New South Wales
Sydney Opera House, New South Wales
Civic Theatre, Newcastle, New South Wales,
Empire Theatre, Toowoomba, Queensland
Queensland Performing Arts Centre, Brisbane
Queensland Performing Arts Centre, Brisbane
Arts Centre, Gold Coast, Queensland
Town Hall, Birmingham – 100th Conference of
International Rotarians
National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham - 100th
Conference of International Rotarians (Morning)
National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham - 100th
Conference of International Rotarians (Afternoon)

Artrix Theatre, Bromsgrove
St James Church, Ludgershall – in aid of the Queens
Head Charity
Cardiff City Stadium Official Opening
City Hall, Cardiff – Dinner to celebrate The Ashes
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September
Saturday 12th
Thursday 17th
Friday 15th
Saturday 26th

October
Saturday 10th
Saturday 24th
November
Sunday 8th
Sunday 8th
Friday 13th
Saturday 14th
Thursday 26th
Saturday 28th
December
Monday 7th
Friday 11th
Friday 18th
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Llandaff Cathedral – in aid of Tenovus
Parish Church, Llantrisant
Treorchy Primary School Yard, Treorchy – Unveiling
of the Blue Plaque
The Cathedral, Winchester – with the Band of the
Royal Division in aid of the Help For Heroes
Campaign

Parc & Dare Theatre, Treorchy – with Rhos Male
Choir
Assembly Rooms, Worthing

The War Memorial, Blaenrhondda – Remembrance
Sunday
The War Memorial, Treherbert – Remembrance
Sunday
Millennium Stadium, Cardiff – prior to the Wales vs
Western Samoa rugby international
Town Hall, Cheltenham – in aid of the Acorn
Hospice
Dyfodwg Street, Treorchy – open-air performance at
the Christmas Lights Event
Oakengates Theatre, Telford

The Cathedral, Llandaff – in aid of Tenovus
Rhondda Heritage Park, Trehafod – performance at
the launch of Glyn Houston’s autobiography
High Street, Treorchy – open-air performance in aid
of the Junior Musician Competition

EXCELSIOR
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Treorchy Male Choir in Australian Tour uniform prior to their fourth concert at the Sydney Opera House, 2009
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Treorchy Male Choir Appreciation Society

Mrs. V. Dix (Cheltenham)
Mr. A. Dix (Cheltenham)
Mr. J. Cooper (N. Ireland)
Mr. S. Nicholas (Cheshire)
Mr. D. R. Murphy (Hertfordshire)
Mr. J. C. Wharton (Cardiff)
Mr.. D. Halstead (Treorchy)
Mr. C. Rowland (Cowbridge)
Jennifer Jones (Cornwall)
Mr. L. Ball (Wolverhampton)
Mr. D. Downton (Porthcawl)
Mrs. C. Merriman (Ystradgynlais)
Mr. J. E. Little (Dorset)
Mr. H. Windsor (Pencoed)
Miss. D. Perkins (Ipswich)
Mrs. N. Absalom (Warrington)
Mrs. M. Windsor (Pencoed)
Mr. J. Gallacher (Glasgow)
Mr. M. Gleadall (Yorkshire)
Mrs. S. Reynolds (Treorchy)
Mr. A. Bladon (Cardiff)
Mr. H. Errington (Carlisle)
Mrs. J. Jennings (Devon)
Mrs. J. Smith (Telford)
Mrs. I. Oak (Blaenrhondda)
Mr. B. C. Simpson OBE (Hereford)
Mr. K. Alderson (Cumbria)
Mrs. T. A. Curl (Thrapston)
Mr. C. King (Haverfordwest)
Mrs. G. Graham (Carlisle)
Mrs. S. Knox-Lecky (Barton St. David)
Mrs. D. Cook (NSW. Australia)
Mr. N. Chivers (Cheltenham)
Mr. W. J. Clarke (Stafford)
Dr. B. Williams (Derbyshire)
Mrs. A. Childs (London)
Mr. G. Humphreys (N. Somerset)
Mr. S. Drummond (Pontyclun)
Mr. J. Lee (Essex)
Miss. K. Lawrence (Ton-Pentre)
Mr. G. Neighbour (Southampton)
Mrs. G. A. Turner (Coleford)
Mr. J. Morgan (Bristol)
Mrs. J. Lawrence (Blanecwm)
Mr. R. Hobbs (West Sussex)
Mrs. F. A. Colebourn (Chester)
Mrs. M. J. Webb (Abergavenny)
Mrs. J. Willetts (Cheltenham)
Mr. E. Hancock (Treorchy)
Mrs. G. Jones (Treorchy)
Mr. R. Hill (Cwmparc)
Miss. C. Spencer (Chelsea)
Mr. R. Green (Treherbert)
Mr. L. Hill (Cardiff)
Mrs. P. H. Roberts (Wilts.)
Mrs. P. Howells (Gelli)
Paul Lewis Evans (Hove)
Dr. R. Hinton (Andover)
Mr. K. Harries (Clwyd)
Philip David Evans (Heathfield)
Mr. R. Middleton (Monmouth)
Mrs. O. Bobbett (Treorchy)
Mr. T. Davies (Staffs.)
Mr. L. Hall (Pencoed)
Ms. H. M. Vereker (Hereford)
Mrs. M. Gosling (Surrey)
Mr. J. Randall (Edinburgh)
Mrs. M. Coles (Somerset)
Mr. M. James (Cardiff)
Mr. D. Reynolds (Ton-Pentre)
Mr. R. Perry (Glasgow)
Mrs. M. Baxter (South Africa)

Mrs. G. Reynolds (Ton-Pentre)
Mr. R. S. Thompson (Glasgow)
Mr. V. Baxter (South Africa)
Mr. M. T. Edwards (Birmingham)
Miss. M. Lawrence (Blaenrhondda)
Mr. T. C. Ross (Essex)
Mr. D. Fear (Cwmparc)
Mr. P. R. Orrells (Treorchy)
Mrs. T. Ricketts (Treherbert)
Mrs. C. H. Rogerson (Galashiels)
Mr. B. Pengelley (Australia)
Mrs. J. Mann (Florida)
Miss. J. A. Wright (Staffs.)
Mrs. J. M. Pengelley (Australia)
Mr. I. Glasby (Dorset)
Mrs. P. Goss (NSW Australia)
Mr. A. Smith (Crickhowell)
Mrs. H. Glasby (Dorset)
Mr. P. Phillips (Gillingham, Kent)
Ms. E. O’Neill (NJ. USA)
Mrs. D. M. Pugsley (Berkshire)
Mr. G. M. Vaughan-Edmunds (Poole)
Mrs. G. Baker (Treorchy)
Mrs. A. Jones (Coychurch)
Mr. G. D. Jones (Stratford-Upon-Avon)
Mrs. M. Morris (Bucks.)
Mr. D. Bowen (Wem, Shropshire)
Mrs. M. Kerridge (Bucks)
Mr. H. Den Hartog Sr. (Holland)
Mr. C. Price (Dorset)
Ms. P. Barry ( Monmouth)
Mr. A. R. Jones (Devon)
Mr. D. M. Rees (France)
Mr. K. L. Vaughan (Nuneaton)
Mrs. F. Apperly (Cambs.)
Mr. B. Jefford (Somerset)
Senator L. D’Allesandro (N.H. USA)
Mr. R. T. Andrews (Bucks.)
Mr. C. Griffiths (Halesowen)
Mr. J. W. Pierce (W. Yorkshire)
Mr. D. Dilly (Walsall)
Mrs. J. E. M. Shephard (L. Buzzard)
Mr. P Kehoe (Sutton)
Mrs. P. Dilly (Walsall)
Mr. P. Shephard (L. Buzzard)
Mrs. R. Jeremiah (Treherbert)
Mr. K. Wines (Treorchy)
Mr. J. J. Tucker (Walsall)
Mr. G. E. Owen (Worksop, Notts.)
Mr. A. Pearce (Nuneaton)
Mr. W. J. Kerslake (Llwynypia)
Mrs. P. D. Poole (Sussex)
Mr. A. Butcher (Lincolnshire)
Mr. H. Morgan (Hinckley)
Mr. D. S. Poole (Dorking, Surrey)
Mr. A. Edwards (Rhyl)
Mr. P. Morgan (Guernsey)
Mr. J. H. Lewis (Cambs.)
Mr. F. Harry (Cardiff)
Mr. G. L. Garfield (Newent, Glos.)
Mrs. D. Lewis (Cambs.)
Mrs. C. Upton (Treherbert)
Mr. P. Rowland (Cheshire)
Mr. G. Lewis (Chalfont St. Giles)
Mr. R. Abel (Bristol)
Mrs. M. Coughlan (Solihull)
Mr. M. B. Perry (Gloucester)
Mr. S. Gould (St. Albans)
Miss. I. E. Maidment (Cardiff)
Mr. R. E. Taylor (Northampton)
Mr. P. Webb (Cheshire)
Mrs. H. Yates (Isle of Wight)

Mr. J. M. Thomas (Banbury)
Mr. A. L. Breens (Honiton)
Mr. P. M. Murphy (Treorchy)
Mr. R. J. L. Harris (Huntingdon)
Mr. A. Sadler (Berks.)
Mr. B. Boulton (Gt. Yarmouth)
Mr. R. G. Carr (Rhymney Gwent)
Mrs. P. Hudson (Lydney, Glos.)
Mrs. S. H. Raulik (Brazil)
Mrs. J. M. Heffer (Buckingham)
Mr. A. Morton (St. Albans)
Mrs. C. J. Evans (Southsea)
Mr. R. E. Morris (Sutton Coldfield)
Mr. C. Clare (Tonyrefail)
Miss. E. Osborne (Devon)
Mr. D. Hillman (Porthcawl)
Mrs. L. Whitehead (Linslade, Beds.)
Mr. K. A. Rowlands (Wrexham)
Mr. W. Fink (Chicago, USA)
Mr. I. R. Harris (Bristol)
Mrs. P. Berritta (Chesterfield)
Mrs. M. Hawtin (Worcestershire)
Mr. D. Floyd (Birmingham)
Mrs. B. Berry (Worthing)
Mrs. I. Cartwright (Newent, Glos.)
Mr. R. Walton (Talbot Green)
Mr. R. C. Miles (Tuffley, Glos.)
Mr. R. Davies (Bognor Regis)
Mr. A. Smith (Worthing)
Mrs. J. Organ (Merthyr Tydfil)
Mrs. J. Wilson (Newport)
Mr. E. Slade (Horsham)
Mr. E. Samuel (Rugeley)
Mr. R. M. Edmonds (Tyne & Wear)
Mrs. G. Andrews (Wendover)
Mrs. M. Castle (London)
Mr. K. Thomas (Wotton-under-Edge)
Mr. Thomas S. Strickler (CA, USA)
Mr. C. Shingleton (Auckland)
Mr. A. Thompson (Bristol)
Mrs. K. Newington (Barry)
Mr. D. Shingleton (Southampton)
Mr. P. Partridge (Sutton Coldfield)
Mrs. G. Harty (Ramsden Heath)
Mrs. C. Reaich (London)
Mrs. M. C. Barry (Shoreham-by-Sea)
Mrs. L. Evans (Cwmparc)
Mr. D. Branton (Hove, Sussex)
Mrs. G. King (Worthing)
Mr. E. O. Jones (Worcs.)
Mrs. J. Willetts (Cheltenham)
Mr. A. Thomas (Birmingham)
Mr. P. I. West (Lancing)
Mrs. P. Ilett (London)
Mr. N. Clawson (Penarth)
Mrs. R. Jones (Bettws)
Mrs. M. Bowell (Glos)
Mrs. M. Reynolds (Newton Abbott)
Mrs. P. Davies (Gillingham)
Mr. P. F. W. Hickman (Chadlington)
Mr. B. Holden (Wrexham)
Mr. K. Allchin (Worthing)
Mr. H. J. Wood (Treherbert)
Mr. D. A. Cheeseman (Bournemouth)
Mr. A. R. Wateridge (Worthing)
Mrs. G. Cox-Barber (Totnes, Devon)
Mr. A. R. Watts (Newport)
Mrs. J. Davies (Treorchy)
Mr. D. Howell (Worthing)
Mr. A. Cotton (Clevedon)

